OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.11.19.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th November 2019 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, P Olney, P Phillips, G Sansom, R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  S Nicholas (personal)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. White for item 9 as known to one of the contractors.  Cllr. Sansom for item 11 as a relative’s property backs onto Brockwell.   Cllr. Abbott for items 15a) as a resident and 17e) as a Governor of the Sharnbrook Academy Federation.

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meetings held on 1st October and 16th October 2019:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  Highways had visited Lincroft again and were writing to a company parking vans on the verge.  Clerk had asked Highways to revisit Grenidge Way where the road had sunk and had chased Bedford BC about water bags for a new tree on the Green.  Clerk had chased Lincroft School to trim the hedge at the Lovell Road/Station Road junction and asked the Housing Association to trim the trees on the opposite corner.  Replacement bin had been installed at Station Road bus stop.
	

	
	Trees behind Queens Close – Clerk had chased Bedford BC about Tree Preservation Orders for the trees and awaiting a response. 
	

	
	Play Area – new seat had been ordered for the Green play area and Clerk had chased delivery of the new seesaw
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 79 notices of intended prosecution were issued in September.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Reports – Meeting to Discuss Proposed Relocation of Marshalls Aerospace & Defence Group to Cranfield University 04.11.19.
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom reported that parishes from North Beds, Central Beds and Milton Keynes attended.  Marshalls was considering 3 sites – Cranfield, Duxford and RAF Wyton near Huntingdon. Most of their work was servicing Hercules cargo planes, which were large, noisy aircraft.  Currently there was approximately one take-off and landing per weekday between 7.30am & 4.00pm i.e. 500 movements p.a. which was unlikely to change.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned about flightpaths and Cranfield had confirmed that the CAA would be involved if the relocation went ahead and flightpaths could be changed. Central Beds had also assured attendees that they would be consulted on future planning applications. Marshalls had signed an outline agreement to sell their current airport and were looking to modernise their business.  They were interested in Cranfield because of their existing aerospace work.  A decision on the site would be made in late 2020 and an outline planning application submitted.  A detailed planning application would be made in 2025 and building was expected start in 2027.  
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  1st October and 16th October 2019: none
	Action

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	PCC Meeting 01.10.19.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) had managed to raise extra funding for Bedfordshire.  She had convinced Home Secretaries and Civil Servants that Bedfordshire needed additional resources because the force is rated as a Rural Force, despite having Luton and Luton Airport within its remit.  The new Chief Constable, Garry Forsythe and several other officers explained that their aims matched the PCC’s.  There was now enough money to employ more police officers and the Government had promised even more, although it still would not meet the need.  Attendees were assured that, despite the lack of a permanent police presence, police work and prevention was carried out at all times.  One of the biggest problems was drug use and between the ages of 16 and 59, one in ten people use drugs.  Dealers were using children for County Lines and were making enormous sums of money.  Cannabis & cocaine dealing could generate £113million pounds per year and if heroin and other drugs were included the figure would be above £200 million per year.  There were two short presentations on the work of the Community Hub.  A massive amount of crime was being generated from Bedford Prison and police were working to prevent drugs and illegal goods being brought into the prison and exchanges from prison windows or over the wall.  There was also a description of how anti-social behaviour was being tackled.  Police advised that not all travellers caused problems, but there was a desperate need for transit camps, where the police could move  travellers, which would help prevent illegal encampments.
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	Bedfordshire Police looked after the welfare of their force and were delighted that in a recent National Survey Bedfordshire was rated the happiest force.  An interesting comment was that despite all policing methods the  police’s ‘Gut Feeling’ was still extremely important.
	

	
	
	

	
	There were 6 crimes between 25.09.19. & 29.10.19, 2 burglaries not in dwellings, 1 assault, 1 harassment, 1 sending malicious letters and 1 theft from a vehicle.
Cllr. White noted that armed response units had been at the Green 04.11.19.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Bollards on the Green and Grange Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations from contractors for 64 treated softwood bollards and one collapsible bollard for Grange Green and replacement of the damaged/rotten bollards on the Green.  Clerk had received one quotation for £5,920 + VAT to supply & install wooden posts on Grange Green and a drop bollard the same as on the Green plus £80 + VAT per post to replace damaged/rotten posts on the Green.  To replace with hardwood posts would cost an extra £30 + VAT per post.  One contractor had quoted £3,226 + VAT for treated softwood bollards and a drop bollard at Grange Green plus £72 + VAT per post to replace bollards on the Green.  Hard wood posts would cost an extra £12 + VAT per post.   Third contractor had not quoted.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £3,994 + VAT for hardwood posts and a drop bollard on Grange Green plus £84 each for damaged/rotten posts on the Green be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Planting at Village Signs:
	Action

	
	Volunteers were no longer able to maintain the gardens at the village signs.  Two members of the Gardening Club had volunteered to maintain the planting at the crossroads and on Lovell Road.  Cllr. Olney advised that her gardener would be able to assist and she volunteered to organise planting of low level, drought resistance shrubs and bulbs in Spring.
Cllr. Saunders commented that the village signs were deteriorating again and Council to consider replacing in the 2020 budget.  Clerk to ascertain whether the pictures could be replaced with more durable material and the cost.
	PO

Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	Cllrs. Sansom and Olney had met a contractor on site to discuss improving the biodiversity of Brockwell Meadow.  Contractor had suggested commissioning several designs then holding a meeting with residents to discuss.  A path around the edge of the site would keep residents’ fences/gates clear and trees and a wildflower meadow could be planted in the centre.  Grass would need to be removed to grow wildflowers and access could be an issue.  Contractor had suggested an access could be possible through his adjoining field and Pre-School could then use it for a forest school.  A pond could be dug but councillors were concerned about safety issues.  Clerk had asked insurers about issues around providing a pond and BATPC about access via an adjacent field.  Insurers had advised that a pond would be covered by Council’s public liability insurance but Council would need to carry out a risk assessment and consider safety signage.  BATPC advised that Council would need to negotiate an official access to the field, particularly if it was to be made available to school children.  Council had the power to maintain a footpath over private land so could negotiate a permissive footpath.  Councillors were concerned that the area was little used and monies would be better spent on Linch Furlong but as the aim was to improve biodiversity and the site was open to and paid for by all residents, it was agreed to proceed.

Clerk to ask BATPC to seek legal advice from NALC and arrange for a large map of the site to be printed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Play Areas;
	Action

	
	a) Annual Inspection
	

	
	Inspection of The Furlong had indicated surface needed levelling in various places, fence fixings needed tightening, weeds and litter needed removing from the grids, gates needed adjusting and bolt caps were missing on the multiplay.  Also because of the design of the swing it should be checked regularly.  At the Green, gaps in wetpour needed repairing, buffer on gate needed replacing, fence needed welding, weeds needed removing from around seats, rough edges on log climber needed smoothing, algae needed removing and  soundproofing  replacing on the slide, swing seats needed raising, missing components needed replacing on the junior multiplay, tarmac around table tennis table and on MUGA needed repairing, cable fixings on the zip wire needed reorienting and graffiti removing.  Gaps in grass mats and fixings needed replacing/tightening on various pieces of equipment.  Inspection also noted that under current regulations surface should be larger around roundabout and multiplay.

Clerk had forwarded inspection to contractor who had quoted £655 + VAT to replace the gate buffer, clear 4 dog grids, clean and replace fixings on slide, repair activity trail, lay topsoil around MUGA to eliminate trip hazards, raise swing seats, tighten fixings on basket swing, replace caps on the boat and multiplay and reinstate grass around the slide at The Furlong.
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	He had also quoted £3,276 + VAT to repair the wetpour around the spinner, log climber, slide swing and multiplay and was awaiting a price from Kompan for missing fixings on multiplay.  Gates at The Furlong could not be adjusted further and hydraulic gates would be the best long term option to resolve the problem.  Graffiti on the zip wire had been scratched in but was not offensive and contractor would install an additional fixing on the wire to balance the fixings.  Another contractor had quoted £6,186.25 + VAT to repair the wetpour.
Clerk noted £3,086 remained in the budget (new seesaw was funded from the new projects budget) and £4K in the contingency 
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotations for £655 + VAT and £3,276 + VAT be accepted with £845 funded from the contingency
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) provision of outdoor gym equipment
	Action

	
	Cllr. Fardon suggested that Council consider providing outdoor gym equipment in addition to play equipment and Council to consider in 2020/21 budget.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Removal & Replacement of Apple Trees on Ruffs Furze Green
	Action

	
	Cllr. Jones had suggested removing the large apple trees on Ruffs Furze green as the apples were not used and made paths slippery and dangerous.  She had volunteered to replace them with two smaller heritage apple trees so that the apples could be accessed by residents.  Councillors were concerned about replacing healthy trees and that small trees might be damaged.  Cllr. Jones to investigate further and Clerk to obtain quotations for removing the trees.  Council to discuss again in December.
	PO

Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Council Policy Documents:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated copies of Council’s Community Engagement Strategy, Complaints Procedure, Disciplinary & Grievance Policy, Equality & Diversity Policy, Health & Safety Policy, Newsletter Advertising Policy and Training Policy.  Council was content with the documents.  
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) yellow lines at the entrance to The Furlong
	

	
	Cllr. Abbott had reported in October that Bedford BC was proposing to put double yellow lines at the entrance to The Furlong because of vehicles blocking the junction. Clerk had asked police to monitor but their resources were limited.  Councillors agreed to write to all residents in The Furlong asking them to park considerately and to take photographs of vehicles parking dangerously, which could be forwarded to the police.  Cllr. Abbott volunteered to deliver letters.  If motorists continued to park dangerously Council would put notices on their vehicles.  Clerk to draft.
	Clerk

JA

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) consideration of a 20mph zone in the village
	

	
	Cllr. Nicholas had suggested a 20 mph zone in the centre of the village. Cllr. Abbott noted that Bedford BC was considering 20 mph zones in Pavenham and Stevington.  Council agreed Clerk to ask for Reynes Drive and side roads off Reynes Drive be considered too.
Cllr. Phillips noted that the bank was falling onto the footway opposite the Bedford Arms making the road very narrow for buggies/wheelchairs. Clerk to ask Highways to cut back.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Triio – replacement gas main works in village
	

	
	Triio had advised that they would be undertaking gas replacement works in Oakley in 2020 and had asked to discuss with Council.  Representative had sent apologies for this meeting but would attend in December to explain the works.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that the Local Plan 2030 was expected to be adopted in January 2020.  An application for 240 houses at Bromham had been granted on appeal and more speculative applications were expected.  As Oakley Neighbourhood Plan was well advanced it would carry weight in the event of speculative applications in the village.  Central Beds and Milton Keynes had not yet adopted their Local Plans and were also open to speculative development.  Highway proposals for Bedford High Street, including a 20mph limit and single carriageway, had been circulated to residents.  Works at Manton Lane and Britannia Road were progressing and works would not begin at Sainsburys roundabout until Bromham Bridge reopened.  Bedford BC was seeking sites for electric car charging points and would pay for the installation but sites might have to be on highway land.  Numbers of rough sleepers had reduced from 76 in 2017 to 37 in 2019 and a grant of £400K had been used for the Somewhere to Stay Hub to reduce rough sleeping further.   
	

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.11.19. 
	4.

	
	£25K had been awarded to the Pre-School for their new build.  Chair noted that the application had not come to Council and included a comment that Council would contribute £10K to the project which was incorrect as Council had donated £1K.  Cllr. Abbot noted that as the grant was EU funded a decision had to be made by 31.10.19.  Council agreed that Clerk would write to Bedford BC, copied to Pre-School, explaining that they were pleased Pre-School had received the grant but £1K was all that Council was able to donate at present although further funding might be available in the future.  M&S site had been bought by a local businessman and it was intended to open several small shops.  Goldings would also be re-opening a smaller shop in the old arcade.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st October 2019
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01575/FUL – 2 storey rear/side extensions & first floor extension at 88A Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council narrowly did not object to this application as many councillors believe it is overdevelopment based on the draft Neighbourhood plan which adopts a policy on retaining all existing bungalows in the village.  TPO trees at the front and back of the property are very prominent in the village so must be carefully protected.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 03.10.19. CIL liable

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01619/TPO – fell willow at Bedford Arms, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection unless the Tree Officer agrees that the tree is dangerous but would like all attempts to be made to save it.  If it has to be felled request another more suitable tree in its place.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.10.19.  Replacement not required by Bedford BC because of the location of the tree.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01643/TPO – crown lift 4 sycamore, 2 beech, 1 lime & 1 yew.  Fell hazel at 88A Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  All trees should be cut back, not felled.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.10.19.  Replacement not required as there are numerous small trees in the TPO area.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st October 2019

	
	Application No.
	a) 19/01507/P18 amended – proposed alterations to railway bridge at Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Strongly object.  Whether green or grey, the parapets remain out of keeping with the bridge, which is a prominent feature in a rural location.  Council would not want any temporary permission to be extended indefinitely.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b)19/02109/TPO – reduce maple & horse chestnut at Tamarind, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c)19/02231/TPO – reduce 2 oaks and group of yews.  Remove sycamore at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 19/0227/FUL – single storey rear extension at 4 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 19/02251/FUL – construction of MUGA with perimeter fence at Oakley Primary

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  Council appreciates that the older students need more facilities but is concerned about the impact of noise and access on local residents.  There is insufficient information on whether the MUGA would be hired out outside school hours, which could cause parking, noise and lighting issues.  

Cllr. Abbott noted that Oakley Primary already shared facilities with Lincroft and would investigate further and ask Sharnbrook Academy Federation to attend December meeting to discuss.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 19/02272/FUL – demolition of garage & erection of 1 & 2 storey rear/side extension with internal alterations at Jasmin, 96a Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  Conversion of bungalows is contrary to the Neighbourhood Plan and as the original bungalow will be largely demolished, the street scene will be changed.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 19/02333/TPO – fell 2 elms, 1 oak & 1 ash at Rivendell, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  Alternatives to felling should be investigated first.

	
	
	

	
	h) Bedford BC – Planning Conference 11.11.19.
	

	
	Chair, Cllrs. Abbott, Jones, Olney & Sansom to attend
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	i) Request to Bedford BC Planning to include councils at an early stage on CIL and S.106 discussions
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that councils in other areas had arranged meetings with their Local Authorities to discuss implementation of Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP) and CIL and S.106 projects.  NDP Group had discussed and Council agreed to ask Bedford BC to include Council at an early stage in discussions and for a meeting once the NDP was adopted.  Cllr. Abbott noted that the Environment Scrutiny Committee would be discussing this issue and Cllr. Sansom to brief Cllr. Abbott for the Committee.  Councillors would also raise at the planning conference 11.11.19.
	Clerk
GS/JA

GS

	
	
	

	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	Action

	
	Independent Examination of Oakley Plan 
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that additional information had been forwarded to the Examiner about the leased land by the river.  Examiner had considered the appendices, which Council had requested and agreed that the leased land should be designated as Local Green Space.

Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that modifications be accepted

Resolved
Once the final report was agreed Bedford BC would make the modifications to the Plan and decide whether it should proceed to referendum.  Council would need to confirm in writing whether the Sustainable Environmental Assessment would need to be amended.  Assuming Bedford BC decided to proceed the referendum was expected in February/March 2020.  Bedford BC had advised that councillors and NDP members could not campaign to support the Plan but could encourage residents to vote and NDP Group would be distributing a flyer.
	Clerk

ALL

	
	
	

	19.
	Correspondence:   
	Action

	
	a) Mr. Burt MP – requesting information on issues facing Council over the next few years
	

	
	Mr. Burt MP had written thanking councils for their support during his time as an MP and requesting information on important issues over the next few years to pass onto his successor.  Council agreed that housing pressure and resultant traffic, particularly in relation to the Oxford/Cambridge corridor, climate change and biodiversity were the major issues facing the village.  Council would also thank him for his work on behalf of the village.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC- consultation on Housing Assistance Policy
	

	
	Bedford BC was proposing to introduce a Home Improvement Agency to manage applications and supervise contractors, extend the Disabled Facilities Grant to palliative care patients and to non-means tested loans for  removable items and introduce Discretionary Disabled Facilities Assistance Grants and Hospital Re-admission Prevention grants.  Some grants would be subject to a local land charge.  Council was content.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Pageant Master – “Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WW2” on 08.05.20.
	

	
	Pageant Master was encouraging Mayors, Leaders and Chairs of town and parish councils to lead them in the 'Nation's Toast to the Heroes of WW2' on 08.05.20.  The format was at 2.55pm a local bugler/trumpet player would play the Last Post followed by Reveille and then at 3pm to coincide with the Piper playing Battle's O'er, Chairs, invited guests and members of the public, would raise a glass of refreshment and undertake the 'Nation's Toast to the Heroes of WW2.' At 7pm churches would ring their bells as part of the nationwide 'Ringing out for Peace' that evening.  Village Hall had already been booked by OSSC that day for a VE Day event and Clerk to ask if Council could make the toast as part of that event.  Clerk also to ask church to ring the bells that evening.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Council was saddened that this year’s Remembrance Service could not be held at Lincroft as the school was a part of the community and this was an important community event.  Clerk to write to Sharnbrook Academy Federation expressing Council’s disappointment.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	Accounts for period up to 31st October 2019
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.10.19.
	£41,414.68

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.10.19.
	£17,234.70

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,698.06

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£81,126.08


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Marshall
	Allotment rent
	£39.34

	
	Walker S
	Allotment rent
	£19.67
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	Webster
	Allotment rent
	£39.34

	
	Munro
	Allotment rent
	£19.67

	
	Hawkswood
	Allotment rent 
	£16.00

	
	Nicholas
	Allotment rent 
	£39.34

	
	Wright
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Skipper
	Allotment rent 
	£39.34

	
	Bubbins
	Allotment rent 
	£39.34

	
	Gater
	Allotment rent 
	£39.34

	
	Sellars
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Chalker
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Elliott
	Allotment rent 
	£39.34

	
	Hutson
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Elsby
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Osmond
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Percival
	Allotment rent 
	£39.34

	
	Gilbert
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Cooper
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Mills
	Allotment rent
	£19.67

	
	Walker A
	Allotment rent
	£19.67

	
	Gascoyne
	Newsletter advertising
	£144.00

	
	Nao Cattery & Cleaning
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	Testa
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	Oakley IT
	Newsletter advertising
	£216.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£2.93

	
	
	Total
	11,45.69


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms October
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions October
	£1,716.57
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses July - September
	£65.24
	1565


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Lewis Woodland Services
	Grass Cutting October and hedge cutting 2019
	£2,004.00
	1566

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 11.09.19, 04.10.19. & 25.110.19
	£252.00
	1567

	Bedford BC
	Installing new litter/dog bin
	£540.00
	1568

	Heritage Arboriculture
	Tree works at the Green, The Furlong & Parsonage Close
	£396.00
	1569

	Play Inspection Company
	Annual play inspection
	£234.00
	1570

	White Hart Press
	Printing Autumn Newsletter
	£740.00
	1571

	RBL Poppy Appeal
	Remembrance wreath  s. 137 donation
	£18.00
	1572

	Clapham PC
	Photocopying allotment and finance papers
	£4.25
	1573

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 16.10.19. & 05.11.19.   
4 hrs @£6 p.h.
	£24.00
	1574

	
	Total
	£6,147.89
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) grass cutting 2020/21
	

	
	Council was content with current schedule which included verges on the west of Station Road and in Pavenham Road and Highfield Road.  Brockwell to remain in the contract for the present.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) new projects 2020/21
	

	
	Council agreed to consider monies for improving biodiversity in Brockwell, providing outdoor gym equipment at the Green, hydraulic gates at The Furlong play area, a verge parking scheme for Lincroft, purchase of the equipment currently on long term loan from Morelock in case it became unavailable and providing  computer for the Clerk so that access could be obtained in case of incapacity.  Clerk also to compile a list of important information in case of incapacity.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of Next Meeting – 3rd December 2019
	


