OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.10.19.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st October 2019 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, S Nicholas, P Olney, P Phillips, G Sansom, R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  P Jones (business)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. White for item 9 & 12b) as known to one of the contractors and 12a) as known to the claimant.  Cllr. Sansom for item 15 as a relative’s property backs onto Brockwell. 

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd September 2019:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  Bedford BC had advised that they would not cut back the tree in Reynes Drive which was cutting out light from the neighbouring house as they do not prune trees because of light and size.  Highways had visited Lincroft again and put notices on cars parking on the verge.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to pursue brambles overhanging the footway in the High Street as Clerk had previously written and work had not been carried out.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC about water bags for a new tree on the Green and awaiting a response.  Brambles on Station Road hedge had been cut back.  Clerk had asked Lincroft School to trim the hedge at the Lovell Road/Station Road junction but the work had yet to be carried out and Clerk to chase.
	

	
	Lovell Road Crossing – Bedford BC had forwarded a plan of the crossing site and Council was content.
	

	
	Cranfield Airport – Mayor had advised that he had verbally raised the issue of consultation on expansion with the Leader of the Central Beds Council
	

	
	Replacement Seesaw – Clerk had ordered the cockerel springer and awaiting installation date
	

	
	Riverside Meadow – fallen and damaged trees had been removed and trimmed
	

	
	Trees behind Queens Close – Clerk had asked Bedford BC about Tree Preservation Orders for the trees and awaiting a response. 
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 477 notices of intended prosecution were issued in July and 213 in August.
	

	
	Linch Furlong – contractor had reported that the picnic table had now disappeared from the site.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Reports – Network Meeting 25.09.19.
	Action

	
	Chair reported that discussion concentrated on highway and planning issues.  Bromham Road bridge would re-open at the end of April 2020 and works would be completed in June 2020.  Work on Sainsbury roundabout would then begin.  Manton Lane works would be completed by the end of the year and traffic lights would not be installed in place of the Bromham Road roundabouts.  The route for the East/West rail line would be decided by the end of 2019.  970 houses needed to be built each year in the Local Plan 2030 and this would rise to 1,340 after 2030.  A planning meeting for councillors and NDP members would be held on 11.11.19. and Bedford BC had requested questions in advance. The Code of Conduct and Project Involve websites were discussed and Great Denham gave a presentation on their village.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 3rd September 2019: none
	Action

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Priority Setting Meeting 18.09.19.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones had reported that the presentation on licensing for events was not particularly appropriate as Clerks probably already had that information or knew where to find it.  The volunteer who collates the crime figures was at the meeting and the compilation of the statistics was discussed.   There were two ways of recording crimes, one from 101 calls and the other by police attendance and their records.  101 operators might receive several calls for the same problem and it was decided, looking at the chart tabled, that it was probably the attendance data used for the statistics.  Attendees were divided into groups and Cllr. Jones’ group had representatives from a wide range of villages - Great Barford, Elstow, Harrold, Risely and Wilstead as well as Oakley.   Sergeant Kerry Jones was now based at Riseley but covered 50+ villages and some were concerned that Riseley was a long way from their communities.  Most of the group put forward drugs as their priority, some speeding, but Oakley was the only one highlighting crime prevention & detection.  Drugs was likely to be the priority again for the quarter but it was not clear whether this meant a call from the public on drugs would take precedence over other calls.  Cllr. Jones raised the traffic problem at Oakley Twin Bridges, the day of the road closure, but was told that as police do not know in advance when an incident will occur, there is little they can do.  Cllr. Jones emphasised that the twin bridges caused a particular problem, especially with Bromham Road Bridge being closed, with which they agreed.
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	There were 7 crimes between 28.08.19. & 24.09.19, 2 assaults, 2 burglaries, 1 theft, 1 interference with a vehicle and 1 criminal damage to a vehicle. 
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Bollards on the Green and Grange Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations from contractors for 64 wooden bollards and one collapsible bollard for Grange Green and replacement of the damaged/rotten bollards on the Green.  Clerk had received one quotation for £5,440 + VAT to supply & install wooden posts on Grange Green plus £480 + VAT to supply and install a drop bollard the same as on the Green and £80 + VAT per post to replace damage/rotten posts on the Green.  Clerk to obtain further quotations.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Highfield Road Rail Bridge:
	Action

	
	Network Rail had forwarded photographs of the bridge at Souldrop and Councillors were concerned that green resin blocks would still be very unsightly.  Councillors suggested rendering the entire structure,  painting the existing bridge to match the blocks or replacing it with pre-cast blocks as at the Station Road bridge.  Cllr. Abbott noted that the bridge was weak and pre-cast blocks might be too heavy.  Council agreed to write to Network Rail suggesting that the bridge and parapet be blended or painted in some way to match.  The bridge was one of the most visible and accessible in the area and their proposal was a poor advertisement for their work and showed  a lack of concern for the community.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Play Equipment Quarterly Inspections:
	Action

	
	Inspection regime ended in December and the current contractor had quoted £82 (no VAT) per inspection or £76 if done as the same time as Clapham inspections.  Other contractors had quoted £95 +VAT and £100 + VAT.
Proposed by Cllr. White, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that the quotation for £82 (no VAT) per inspection or £76 if done as the same time as Clapham inspections be accepted
Resolved
Council had agreed to replace the seat in the fenced play area.  Clerk noted that the seats outside were all different.  Clerk tabled photographs of recycled plastic seats without arms at a cost of £437.52 + VAT or £385 + VAT, and recycled plastic seats with arms at £344 + VAT or £805.50 + VAT            
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that seat at a cost of £437.52 + VAT be purchased as this would be more comfortable than the cheaper options
Resolved
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Tree Works:
	Action

	
	a) root damage from trees on the Green
	

	
	Resident had claimed that roots from a tree on the Green were causing his house to subside.  He had commissioned a report and Clerk had forwarded to the insurance company.  Insurers had requested information on Council’s tree inspection regime (trees had been inspected annually) and photographs which Clerk had forwarded.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) removal of dead trees at The Furlong, crown lifting trees on the Green and removal of branch in                                                       Parsonage Close
	

	
	Clerk had received quotations for £240 + VAT to crown lift two trees overhanging the footway on the Green and remove dead elms at The Furlong plus £90 + VAT to remove the fallen branch and crown reduce the damaged stem by 25 – 30% at Parsonage Close and £350 + VAT to crown lift the trees on the Green, remove the elms and reduce the Parsonage Close tree by 30 - 40%
Proposed by Cllr.  Saunders, seconded by Cllr.  Fardon that the quotation for £330 + VAT be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Planting at Village Signs:
	Action

	
	Volunteers were no longer able to maintain the gardens at the village signs and Clerk had written and thanked them.  Cllr. Fardon suggesting employing a  gardener and Cllr. Olney to pursue and consider shrubs which would be more drought tolerant.  Cllr. Frampton suggested planting bulbs and Council to discuss again in November. 
Chair noted that a tree branch had fallen in the Dewlands/Ruffs Furze walkway and Cllr. White to ask tree surgeon to remove.
	PO
PW

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.10.19.
	3.

	14.
	Replacement Bin at Station Road bus stop:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that the bin at Station Road bus stop was broken and would not be emptied until replaced.  Bedford BC quoted £450 + VAT to replace but had agreed that Council could install a bin provided it was keyless.  They would prefer a Plaza bin (100 litre durapol with metal liner) at £295.2 + VAT plus installation.  A 90 litre keyless durapol bin with metal liner would cost £171.80 + VAT.
Clerk had received two quotations for £65 to remove the old bin and fix a new bin if the base was reusable or £125 if the base needed replacing and £180 + VAT to remove old bin and install new bin.

Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that quotation for £450 + VAT be accepted so that the bin could be replaced quickly
Resolved by a majority with Cllr. Phillips against
Cllr. White noted that the bottle bank trial was going well and Clerk was chasing removal of the clothing bin.  Cllr. Abbott commented that the Scout Group was concerned about the noise and that it blocked their signs.

Cllr. Sansom noted that the Pavenham Road bin was overflowing and Clerk to chase Bedford BC to empty
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom suggested Council should improve the biodiversity of Brockwell Meadow e.g. trees could be planted and just paths mowed.  He suggested asking Mr. Knight to come to a meeting to discuss this and the other areas he managed.  Clerk to invite.  Bedford BC also had a Climate Change Group and Clerk to approach them too.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Saunders commented that more and more cars were parking in Lovell Road and Parsonage Close to drop off/collect students from the schools and footways and driveways were being blocked.  Cllr. Abbot had raised staff parking with Lincroft School and would raise the parking issue again at the next board meeting. 
Cllr. White noted that Grenidge Way had been repaired but the road was at different levels causing a trip hazard.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to revisit.  Chair noted that the soakaway had been installed on the path between Grenidge Way and Dewlands.
Cllr. Abbott advised that Bedford BC would be marking yellow lines at the entrance to The Furlong and had offered to mark lines at the Farsands/Reynes Drive junction at the same time.  Council was concerned that the lines would push the problem further along Reynes Drive and agreed not to pursue.  
Councillors were also concerned that the Parish Council had not been consulted about the lines at The Furlong and Council to discuss in November.  In the meantime, Clerk to ask the police to take action against those causing an obstruction.
Cllr. Nicholas suggested a 20 mph speed limit in the village and Council to discuss in November.
	JA
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that Manton Lane works were behind schedule but would still be completed by the end of the year.  Bedford BC was tying to tackle the traveller problem which had been worse this year and funds might be available to help protect the Green.  Browns Wood was another area that would be protected.  Once the Local Plan 2030 was adopted, the Borough would begin work on the next Local Plan.  The Mayor or one of his representatives was content to attend a Council meeting to discuss SEMLEP and EEH.   Council agreed that they did not need the Mayor to attend but did need regular updates as these bodies were allocating millions of pounds to projects such as the M1/A6 link road which could impact on the number of HGVs on the A6 north of Bedford.  The number of elected representatives on SEMLEP had been reduced and meetings were not held in public.  Chair noted that Full Council was not given regular updates and Cllr. Sansom suggested that Borough Councillors should ask for them.  Cllr. Abbott noted that the 30mph limit in Pavenham would be extended to Close Road and an average speed camera sited there.  20mph limits were also being considered for the centre of Pavenham & Stevington, which strengthened the case for a similar limit in Oakley.
	JA



	
	
	

	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd September 2019
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 19/01127/FUL – 1 & 2 storey front, side & rear extensions 
at 22 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	A virtually identical application, which Council had supported, had been granted permission in 2017 and building  was nearly completed.  Council had asked the Planning Officer why it was resubmitted and he was not sure and was going to make a site visit.  The new plan changed the height of the wall adjacent to Copthorne Close and Council had no grounds on which to object.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.09.19.
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	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd September 2019

	
	Application No.
	19/02014/FUL – single storey front and 1 & 2 storey rear extensions.  Part garage conversion & pitched roof to side at 54 Grenidge Way

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council supported the proposed extension but requested a condition that, during construction, builders’ vehicles and skips should be kept off the road as residents already had difficulty accessing the neighbouring garages.


	
	16/03490/S73A - removal of temporary condition 6 (retrospective change of use of grain store to storage and distribution) at Pax Hill, Pavenham
	

	
	Permission had been granted on 30.09.19. for the removal of condition 6 limiting the previous permission to two years. Council had objected on grounds that the site was unsuitable for warehousing due to the narrow rural roads that HGVs had to use to access the site and that the safety of pedestrians was threatened by HGVs turning at the Highfield Road crossroads.  Chair noted that the majority of Pavenham residents did not support the application but no-one from the Parish Council spoke on their behalf at the Planning Meeting.  Bedford BC had not checked the number of vehicles going to the site.  Cllr. Sansom added that around 30 volunteers from Pavenham had carried out a traffic survey which had been dismissed by Bedford BC and it would have been helpful if the Borough Councillor had spoken to support Pavenham & Oakley residents.  Cllr. Abbott commented that as an Oakley resident he did not support the proposal and had therefore removed himself from the Planning Committee for this item.
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	Action

	
	Independent Examination of Oakley Plan 
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that responses had been sent to the Examiner’s questions and she thanked the NDP members.  The Examiner had forwarded a fact check report and had requested a joint response from the Parish & Bedford BC within two weeks.  NDP Group would be meeting to discuss and would request an extension to the time limit if needed.  Cllr. Sansom suggested that the consultants be asked for their comments.
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Correspondence:   
	Action

	
	Government consultation on extending 5G mobile provision in rural areas

	

	
	NALC was specifically asking whether councils agreed with the principle of amending permitted development rights to allow an increase in the width of existing ground-based masts by more than one third to support 5G deployment and encourage greater utilisation of existing sites and whether councils agreed in principle with amending permitted development rights to increase the height of new masts, subject to prior approval.  Council was concerned about the large size of the masts and the possible health implications and proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that Council should not support extending permitted development rights

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	Accounts for period up to 30th September 2019
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.19.
	£48,784.69

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.19.
	£17,231.77

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,698.06

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£81,126.08


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Oakley Upholstery
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - second payment
	£26,400.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£2.93

	
	Fordham
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Day D
	Allotment rent 
	£19.67

	
	Day C
	Allotment rent 
	£39.34

	
	
	Total
	26,501.61


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms September
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions September
	£1,716.57
	d/d

	
	Mazars LLP
	External audit
	£480.00
	1556

	
	Came & Company 
	Insurance renewal
	£1,958.86
	1557
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	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Lewis Woodland Services
	Grass Cutting September
	£1,500.00
	1558

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 23.08.19. 
	£84.00
	1559

	Heritage Arboriculture
	Works to Riverside trees
	£3,420.00
	1560

	P Knight
	Management of Linch Furlong, community orchard and Riverside Meadow 2019
	£1,500.00
	1561

	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£53.13
	1562

	CPRE
	Membership renewal
	£36.00
	1563

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 18.09.19. & 01.10.19.   5 hrs @ £6 p.h.
	£30.00
	1564

	
	Total
	£10,932.39
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) half yearly budget review
	

	
	Receipt and payment figures had been circulated and Clerk noted that totals were much higher than expected because of the overpayment by Bedford BC and subsequent refund of precept payment.  Expenditure was in line with budget for all items except that £2,100 more than budgeted had been spent on the Neighbourhood Plan.  However, the additional NDP expenditure was covered by a grant received in 2018/19.  Income was as expected except that the VAT refund on 2018/19 was £1,000 more than anticipated and an additional £667 in CIL payment for the Parrot’s Yard development was received due to interest on a late payment by the developer.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) independent review of Local Government Audit
	

	
	An independent review was being undertaken of Local Government Audit.  NALC was proposing to support the continued principle of audit proportionality and of safeguards to contain excessive fees brought about by habitual audit complainers; emphasize that the review needs to be aware that to a smaller local council the costs of an audit investigation could be more than the council’s annual precept and as the 2014 Act is still very new and is largely working, stability is needed to give the main changes a chance to bed-in.  Council agreed.  
In response to specific questions Council agreed that audit standards had been maintained, Council had not had issues with vexatious local objections, current internal audit arrangements were strong enough and Council had not had an audit investigation.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) NAO review of Audit Code of Conduct
	

	
	The Audit Code of Conduct had to be reviewed every five years. NALC was proposing to support the continued principle of proportionality, safeguards to contain excessive fees brought about by habitual complainers and proportionality in respect of smaller authorities, especially where the costs of an audit investigation could be more than the council’s annual precept.  Council agreed.  NALC was specifically asking if the updated draft Code should include more with respect to when auditors might be expected to use their additional powers, whether the current approach would enable auditors to continue to respond to the challenges at smaller authorities and whether the current approach to considering economy, efficiency and effectiveness at smaller authorities being appropriate and proportionate to the size of the bodies being reviewed was sufficiently reflected in the updated draft Code.  Council was content with arrangements in the draft Code.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that expenses of £65.24 for July – September be paid

Resolved
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of Next Meeting – 5th November 2019
	


