OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.09.19.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd September 2019 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), J Abbott, M. Frampton, P Jones, P Olney, P Phillips, G Sansom, R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 2 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  

	
	Residents were concerned about applications 19/01649/OUT and 19/01650/OUT, particularly the traffic implications.  The junction would be close to the pinch point under the bridge and would increase traffic on an already busy road.  Residents had difficulty exiting their properties and more vehicles would exacerbate the problem.  Discussed under items 19k) & 19l).

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  S Fardon (personal), S Nicholas (personal)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. White for item 13 as Chair of Village Hall Committee, item 14 as known to one of the contractors & items 19k) & 19l) as a tenant of the landowner.  Cllr. Saunders for items 19k) & 19l) and 21 as the landowner.  Chair for item 22h) as a relative of an allotment tenant.

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2019:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had chased repairs to the Westfield Road triangle and reported loose setts in the Lovell Road layby and damage to the stones on the twin bridges.  The dead tree in Church Lane had been removed but councillors noted the work was of a poor standard and Clerk to pursue with Bedford BC.  Clerk had requested Bedford BC cut back the tree in Reynes Drive which was cutting out light from the neighbouring house.
	

	
	Station Road Field – concerns were raised about aggressive dogs off the lead and with  Bedfordia’s agreement, notices had been put in the field asking dog walkers to act responsibly
	

	
	Housing Allocations – Clerk had written to Bromham, Clapham & Sharnbrook suggesting they request a reduction in their housing allocation.  Bedford BC had advised that the Inspector would recommend whether housing numbers in the Local Plan  needed to be changed once the consultation on draft Main Modifications was complete – see item 19o).
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 191 notices of intended prosecution were issued in June.  Awaiting July data
	

	
	Brockwell Meadow – discussion on improving the biodiversity of the meadow deferred to October 
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Reports – Meeting with Mr. Burt MP & Cranfield Airport
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Cranfield Airport gave a presentation indicating that a lack of commercial pilots made more training flights likely.  The beacon was not only used by Cranfield so could not be moved but the airport did agree to try and stop flights when filming was taking place at Brown’s garden in Stevington. Cllr. Sansom added that part of Cranfield University’s remit was to develop the facility into a global research airport.  Marshalls was also looking to relocate to Cranfield which would result in larger aircraft flying over the area.  Council agreed to write to the Mayor, Central Beds Council and Cranfield University asking them to ensure that all affected parishes were consulted on developments at the airport, particularly if Marshalls move went ahead. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	7.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 2nd July 2019: none
	Action

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Police & Crime Commissioner meeting 01.10.19.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones to attend.  Councillors noted that a recent accident at Sainsbury’s roundabout had resulted in long delays at the twin bridges and traffic control by the police would have kept vehicles moving better.  Cllr. Jones to raise at the meeting.
	PJ

	
	Next priority setting meeting to be held on 01.10.19. & Cllr. Jones to attend.  Council agreed priorities as crime prevention, visible policing and nuisance parking.  Cllr. White commented that it was inconsiderate of Lincroft staff to park along Station Road instead of in the field.  Cllr. Abbott noted that he had written to Lincroft about parent parking and would write again about staff parking.
	PJ

JA

	
	
	

	
	There were 7 crimes between 26.06.19. & 27.08.19, 3 assaults, 1 fear/provocation of violence, 1 harassment, 1 sexual and 1 burglary
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	9.
	Replacement Seesaw on the Green:
	Action

	
	Old seesaw had been removed on safety grounds.  Clerk had requested quotations for supply and installation of a replacement and had received four.  Playdale had quoted £3,012 + VAT for a 2 person horse rocker, Wicksteed £2,871 + VAT for a 4 person cockerel springer, Kompan £2,710 + VAT + delivery/installation for a 4 person dolphin rocker and Fenland £9,057 + VAT with new wetpour or £6,467 + VAT without new wetpour for a 4 person pirate springer.  Clerk was still chasing Kompan for a quotation including delivery/installation.  Clerk noted that £5K had been allocated in the budget and £1,619 already spent.

Proposed by Cllr. White, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £2,871 + VAT be accepted funded with monies allocated for the Lovell Road crossing (10K) but no longer needed as only £3,150 now required from Council

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Wetpour was also shrinking around all the play items and Clerk had sought quotations to repair.  One quotation had been received for £6,186.25 + VAT for all items excluding the seesaw.  Clerk also to obtain quotations to replace the seat in the fenced play area.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Bollards on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk  had requested a sample bollard from another company but they had advised that Council would need to purchase a bollard at a cost of £90 + VAT.  A discount of 10% would be available on orders of 50 bollards and company had confirmed that the bollard was hollow.  

Council had accepted a quotation for £5,161.05 + VAT with additional monies taken from the contingency in May but bollards were hollow and only available in 1.5m lengths so would need to be cut.  Company had also agreed to apply a 10% discount to future orders of 50+ bollards.  

Clerk had requested four and received two quotations to install.  One quotation excluding cutting posts, for £2,976 + VAT or £3,176 + VAT including cutting and one for £45 per post (£2,200 + VAT) excluding cutting.  One contractor suggested that hollow bollards would not be strong enough to resist the impact from a vehicle.
Council was concerned that hollow bollards would not be adequate and Clerk to investigate replacing just the damaged/rotten bollards with wooden posts. 
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Bollards on Grange Close Green:
	Action

	
	Following the incursion by travellers, resident had requested bollards on Grange Close green.  Cllr. Nicholas had made a site visit and suggested 3m long, cross sectioned, metal barriers similar to the ones at Hillgrounds, Kempston.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC about the supplier and cost of these barriers and awaiting information.  Councillors were concerned that these were not suitable for a rural location and proposed by Cllr.  Frampton, seconded by Cllr.  Olney that bollards should match those on the Green
Resolved
Clerk to ask Cllr. Nichola to determine how many bollards would be needed
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Church Lane Speed Cameras
	Action

	
	Following concerns about noise from motorcycles leaving the OSSC, it had been suggested that the camera at the Westfield Road end of Church Lane be relocated opposite The Drive acting as a deterrent to all those using the OSSC and Village Hall.  Councillors were concerned that cameras would not read motorbike number plates and Cllr. Phillips suggested that the issue be raised with Ch. Insp. Taylor who was meeting the Speed Watch Group in October.  Council agreed and to consider again in November.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Relocation of Bottle Bank to Village Hall
	Action

	
	New owners of the Bedford Arms had asked Council to remove the bottle bank from their car park as a matter of urgency.  The Village Hall had agreed to site the bank in their car park on a trial basis for 6 – 8 weeks and the bank had been moved 23.08.19.  If the trial was successful the Village Hall had suggested a small ground rent.  Council thanked the Village Hall Committee for enabling the bottle bank to be kept in the village.  Clothing bank had also been moved and could generate a small income for the Village Hall so Clerk to investigate.  Clerk noted that profit from the glass had reduced to £125 in 2018/19 and Clerk to ascertain the value of glass for recycling.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	Cllr. Abbott was concerned that glass on the grass around the bottle bank might be a problem for the Scout Group.  Cllr. White suggested that a fence could be erected so Scouts did not walk on the grass if it became an issue.
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	14.
	Tree Works
	Action

	
	a) Riverside Meadow
	

	
	Several trees had fallen and Clerk had received two quotations to remove.  One for £2,850 to remove fallen and decaying poplars and tidy any trees damaged in the collapse.  One poplar is twin stemmed and the second stem is likely to fall into the river so a cherry picker would be needed.  Timber would be stacked on site.  Second for £1,850 to pollard poplar by 50%, remove both stems of two stemmed tree and pollard twin stemmed tree by 50% main stem and 60 – 70% side stems.  Timber would be left on site or removed at an additional cost of £400

Clerk noted that £6K had been budgeted for tree/ground works of which £710 had been spent or allocated for tree/hedge works
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that quotation for £2,850 be accepted as the trees would continue to deteriorate if left
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Queens Close
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned about mature trees being felled in the copse at the end of Queens Close.    Bedford BC had advised that they could not act as the trees did not have preservation orders and were not in a conservation Area.  There were also four or five mature oaks in the adjacent field and Clerk to ask Bedford BC about applying for TPOs on the trees in the copse and field.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Councillors noted that there was a tree in the river at Linch Furlong which was the responsibility of the Environment Agency.
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that there was a dead tree in the hedge at The Furlong and Clerk to obtain quotations to remove.
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. White reported that the tree on the corner of the Green was overhanging the footway and needed crown lifting.  Clerk to obtain quotations.
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. White offered to replace the oak tree that had died on Reynes Drive/High Street green and Council thanked him.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC about water bags for the base of the tree to keep it watered.
	Clerk

	
	Brambles were overhanging along Station Road and Clerk to chase contractor to remove.
	Clerk

	
	Chair noted that the volunteers who had been planting the gardens at the village signs would be unable to continue after this Autumn because of the problem of keeping the flowers watered.  Clerk to ask the Gardening Club if they would be interested in taking over and Cllr. Olney to consider suitable shrubs for the sites.  Clerk to thank volunteers and Council to discuss again in October.
	Clerk
PO

Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Linch Furlong Picnic Table
	Action

	
	Picnic table had been moved during the summer and Council agreed that it should be concreted in.  Clerk had obtained quotations for £110 + VAT, £160 + VAT and £170 no VAT to concrete it back into position.

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £110 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	2019 Christmas Lights
	Action

	
	Light Refreshment had agreed to put up and take down the Christmas lights again this year at a cost of £5,000 + VAT but this would be the last year so a new contractor would be needed for 2020.  Clerk and Cllr. Jones to ask local contractors if they would be interested in taking over. 
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £5,000 + VAT be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk/

PJ

Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) parking in Lincroft
	

	
	Council had agreed to review again in September.  Highways had visited Lincroft and there was no illegal parking at that time.  They will visit again and put letters on vehicles.  They had suggested a no parking scheme rather than bell bollards which were expensive and usually only used in the town.  Bedford BC had confirmed that “no verge parking schemes” would have to be paid for by the parish and that a scheme in Lincroft would cost around £2,500.  Councillors reported that the problem had not been resolved and the verge had yet to be repaired.  Council agreed to consider a “no verge parking scheme” in the 2020/21 budget.
Chair reported that residents had requested suitable trees in the verges to deter parking and she had asked Bedford BC to consider.  Clerk to pursue with Highways.

	Clerk
Clerk
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	b) parking at Reynes Drive/Farsands  junction
	

	
	Residents were concerned about parking at Reynes Drive/Farsands junction and had suggested yellow lines or conversion of Reynes Drive/High Street green into a parking area.  Council had discussed in 2017 and agreed not to pursue as there was not a major safety issue at the junction.  Cllr. Abbott noted that Highways had inspected various sites in the village, including Farsands and would be putting keep clear lines at the bottom of Grenidge Way and yellow lines at the top of The Furlong and would keep Farsands under review.  Council would also monitor the situation.  Clerk to advise residents and suggest that they report vehicles parking on the junction itself to the police.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) review of grass cutting maps
	

	
	Concerns had been raised whether some verges were highway or privately own land.  Bedford BC had supplied maps and Cllr. Olney had annotated.  Bedford BC had not included verges on the western side of Station Road nor the verges in Highfield Road and Clerk to ask for these to be added.  Parish land in The Furlong & Ruffs Furze and Lincroft School land also needed including on the map.  Bedford BC had reviewed the maps to remove tarmac driveways and as a result the area had reduced from 2,5281m² to 2491m² which could reduce the Borough contribution to grass cutting costs in 2019/20.  Clerk had queried the size of the reduction and awaiting a response from Bedford BC.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Hedge at the corner of Station Road/Lovell Road was obscuring the view of traffic and Clerk to remind Lincroft School to cut back.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that the main issue for Bedford BC was consultation on the draft Main Modifications to the Local Plan 2030, which concluded on 01.10.19.  The Borough was also consulting on plans for the Town Centre.  The next major works in Manton Lane, to install the slip road, would take place during the Christmas holidays.  A422 had been resurfaced but works were ongoing in Britannia Road and Manton Lane.  Monies for road works had to be spent within certain time limits and it was unfortunate that these coincided with the Network Rail works to Bromham Bridge. Councillors commented that little seemed to have been done in Manton Lane over the summer and Cllr. Abbott advised that services had been moved.  A level & GCSE result were excellent but schools, including the Sharnbrook Academy, needed more School Governors.
Cllr. Sansom requested updates from SEMLEP and the England Economic Heartland as new local industrial and transport strategies had been prepared but not publicised.  Cllr. Abbott to pursue.
	JA

	
	
	

	19.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 2nd July 2019
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 19/00709/TPO – fell oak & elm and reduce oak at Oak Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection unless the Tree Officer considers the work is necessary for safety reasons

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 04.07.19. Tree Officer noted oak had fungus & elm Dutch elm disease 


	
	Application No.
	19/01060/FUL – pitched roof to garage & conversion of store to room at 34 Ruffs Furze 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.07.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01116/FUL – alteration & extension to conservatory to form single storey extension at 9 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 22.07.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01073/FUL – erection of timber pavilion in rear garden at The Limes, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  Because of its height, the outdoor kitchen would be overbearing on the neighbouring listed building and its curtilage

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 31.07.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01284/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 8 Hunts Path

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.08.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01323/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 66 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.08.19.
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	Application No.
	19/01486/FUL – demolition of conservatory & erection of single storey rear extension at Oak Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 27.08.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01527/FUL- first floor front extension at 40 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 27.08.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	18/02684/MAF (amended plans) - 10 affordable dwellings & green space at 24 Lovell Road (Parrott’s Yard)

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council had previously objected on the grounds of overdevelopment, loss of business units, which Council considered were not sufficiently well marketed and single tenure.  Council had supported the inclusion of social rented housing but requested the affordable units be mixed throughout the site and had requested a crossing and measures to prevent parking on Lovell Road.  Council agreed to reiterate objections and to specifically request a s.278 agreement for a crossing, if the application was approved, as affordable housing would attract families and students needed to cross the road to walk to school. 

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.08.19. 

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 2nd July 2019

	
	Application No.
	a) 19/01244/FUL – erection of detached garage at Yew Tree House, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 19/01284/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 8 Hunts Path

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 19/01323/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 66 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 19/01486/FUL – demolition of conservatory & erection of single storey rear extension at Oak Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 19/01497/TPO – fell beech & sycamore.  Reduce sycamore by 50% at land at Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection until we have seen the Tree Officer’s report.  If that confirms the need to fell we will support but ask that the trees be replaced

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 19/01507/P18 – approval for alterations to Milton Road bridge at Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  Understand the need for a high parapet but feel the solution is unacceptable.  Would like to see a sample of the coping stone before it is installed.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 19/01527/FUL- first floor front extension at 40 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	h) 19/01575/FUL – 2 storey rear/side extensions & first floor extension at 88A Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council narrowly did not object to this application as many councillors believe it is overdevelopment based on the draft Neighbourhood plan which adopts a policy on retaining all existing bungalows in the village.  TPO trees at the front and back of the property are very prominent in the village so must be carefully protected.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	i) 19/01619/TPO – fell willow at Bedford Arms, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection unless the Tree Officer agrees that the tree is dangerous but would like all attempts to be made to save it.  If it has to be felled request another more suitable tree in its place.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	j) 19/01643/TPO – crown lift 4 sycamore, 2 beech, 1 lime & 1 yew.  Fell hazel at 88A Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  All trees should be cut back, not felled.
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	Application No.
	k) 19/01649/OUT – outline permission for 9 dwellings, junction & access road at land off Lovell Road  (Cllr. Saunders left the room for this item).

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as application is outside the SPA and was not included in the NDP.  50 new houses have been allocated in the NDP and additional housing is not needed in the village.  Development would also create a further large junction onto a busy road near the pinch point under the railway bridge.  Young people from Clapham have to walk to school along the narrow footway in Lovell Road and speeding is already an issue along this road. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	l) 19/01650/OUT - outline permission for commercial unit, (B1) landscaping & ancillary works at land off Lovell Road  (Cllr. Saunders left the room for this item)

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as application is outside the SPA and was not included in the NDP.  An additional commercial site is not needed in the village as the neighbouring Parrott’s Close development was unable to sell their commercial site.  Young people from Clapham have to walk to school along the narrow footway in Lovell Road and speeding is already an issue along this road.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	m) 19/01740/FUL – single storey rear extension at 4 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	n) 19/01741/FUL – single storey rear/side extension at 52 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that there was no decision yet on application 19/00446/S73 – warehouse at Pax Hill, Pavenham and Clerk to ask Bedford BC for an update.
	Clerk


	
	o) Bedford BC – consultation on draft modifications to the Local Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that the Inspector’s comment that rural service centres could take more housing if justified in Neighbourhood Plans could be used by developers to press for more housing.  The NDP Inspector had also requested evidence that 50 houses were sufficient in Oakley and no more were required.  The draft modifications reduced the number of houses in the town but not in the rural area and additional housing on the brownfield site at Stewartby was not being pursued.  CPRE would be circulating comments to parishes and Clerk to formulate a response once received.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	Action

	
	Independent Examination of Oakley Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that an independent Inspector had been appointed and had raised various issues.  NDP Group would be meeting shortly to discuss.  Cllr. Olney would also be discussing with Bedford BC. 
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Correspondence:   
	Action

	
	bonfires in Lovell Road
	

	
	Resident was concerned about four consecutive days of large fires in the fields off Lovell Road during very hot weather, making it unpleasant for residents to use their gardens or open their windows.  Bedford BC Environmental Health had been contacted and had written to the landowner.  Cllr. Saunders noted that the contractors were licensed by the Forestry Commission and the Fire Service had visited the site and were content that it was safe.  He assured Council that burning would not take place on site again.  Clerk to notify resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	Accounts for period up to 31st August 2019
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.08.19.
	£45,805.64

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.08.19.
	£17,220.26

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,698.06

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£81,126.08


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	328.76

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	8.58

	
	
	Total
	£337.34
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms July & August
	£307.66
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions July & August
	£3,433.14
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses April - June
	£34.64
	1545

	
	Youth Club
	S. 137 donation
	£4,500.00
	1546

	
	Lewis Woodland Services
	Grass cutting July
	£1,500.00
	1547

	
	CPM Playgrounds
	Removal of seesaw
	£300.00
	1548

	
	Heritage Arboriculture
	Tree works on the Green
	£180.00
	1549

	
	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 09.06.19.
	£84.00
	1550


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Lewis Woodland Services
	Grass Cutting August
	£1,500.00
	1551

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 08.07.19. & 31.07.19.
	£168.00
	1552

	CPM Playgrounds
	Play area repairs
	£1,470.00
	1553

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	New defibrillator battery
	£282.00
	       1554

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 03.09.19.  3 hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1555

	
	Total
	£13,777.44
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) website upgrade to comply with accessibility guidelines
	

	
	Public Sector Bodies (Websites & Mobile Applications) (No 2) Accessibility Regulations 2018 required councils to make their websites accessible to as wide an audience as possible by 23.09.20.  Website manager had quoted £850 to rebuild website as off-the-shelf software did not yet guarantee conformation to the accessibility standard.  Clerk noted that monies were available in the budget if the Directory printing costs were sponsored this year.  Cllr. Nicholas had reviewed details of the rebuild and was content.  
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £850 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) completion of audit
	

	
	External auditors were content with the accounts and had no matters to draw to Council’s attention. Closure of the audit had been advertised.  Council thanked Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) insurance renewal
	

	
	Clerk had received four quotations for £2,059.33 Inspire or £1,958.86 for 3 year agreement, £2,072.92 Hiscox, £2,294.12 Ecclesiastical and £1,095.88 Zurich.  Zurich cover did not include cyber liability but did provide cover within the Public Liability Section for a financial loss incurred by a third party as a result of negligence involving loss of data/fraudulent activity involving councils emails or internet information/data held.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £1,958.86 for a 3 year agreement be accepted as a greater level of cover was provided
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) review of Financial Regulations
	

	
	NALC had amended financial regulations so that a restriction was added to Regulation 11.1.a.ii clarifying that  disapplication of contract regulations to legal professionals was limited to those acting in disputes only – not general legal work; limits under Public Contract Regulations – footnote to Regulation 11.1.b had been updated and heading of Regulation 12 had been changed slightly
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that amendments to Financial Regulations be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	f) review of Nationwide investment
	

	
	Monies would have been invested for a year in January 2020.  If Council wanted to change investors 95 days’ notice would need to be given.  Council agreed to leave monies in Nationwide at present.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	g) replacement defibrillator battery
	

	
	Notification that defibrillator battery needed replacing had been received at the end of July.  As there was no meeting in August a new battery had been purchased at  cost of £235 + VAT so that the machine remained operational.  Council approved the expenditure. 
	Clerk
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	h) allotment rent 2019
	

	
	Allotment rents were not raised in 2017, 2018 or 2019.  Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. White that rents remain unchanged at £16 for a half plot and £32 for a full plot in 2020

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Date of Next Meeting – 1st October 2019
	


