OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 02.07.19.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2019 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice, 3 representatives from Network Rail & 3 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  

	
	Representatives from Network Rail advised that the Highfield Road bridge parapet did not conform to safety standards and needed to be raised to 1.8m.  See item 14.  
Resident & agent advised that they were replacing original features at 29 Church Lane.  Cllr. Sansom asked about parking and they confirmed that there were 6 spaces at the rear, 2 at the side and 4 at the front.  See item 17e).
Cllr. Nicholas reported that the hinge posts on both pedestrian gates at the allotments were unstable and needed urgent repairs.  Council agreed to authorise emergency repairs on safety grounds as there was no meeting until September.
Cllr. Nicholas had been contacted by residents concerned about noise from OSSC events.  Cllr. Abbott advised that concerns had also been raised with him and Bedford BC was pursuing

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Frampton (personal), P Phillips (illness), R Saunders (business)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. White for item 11 as one of the contractors was a client and 17c) as a neighbour.  Cllr. Fardon for item 21as a member of the Youth Club Team       

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th June 2019:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Bedford BC had written to the company about the coach parked overnight on the footway at the junction of Bevery Close/Reynes Drive.  Post Office was concerned about water running down the side of their premises from the road.  Clerk had discussed with Highways who advised that they had cleared all the drains along that section of the High Street and if the problem persisted would consider putting in another gully.  Clerk had asked for low branches in Lovell Road, Ruffs Furze & Dewlands to be trimmed as grass cutters were struggling to get underneath them, for repairs to the Westfield Road footway and if the flashing sign in Lovell Road could be covered or removed.
Road closures for the Carnival on 06.07.19. had been advertised on the website.
	

	
	Grass Cutting – Clerk had requested confirmation on which was highway grass in Station Road & Pavenham Road and had sent copies of Council maps to the Borough.  Clerk had also returned 2019 grass cutting agreement.
	

	
	Cranfield Airport – Mr. Burt MP had arranged a meeting 26.07.19. with Cranfield Airport to discuss its plans for the future and the mitigation possible in relation to training flights.  Cllrs. Nicholas, Olney, Sansom & possibly Jones to attend. 
	

	
	Reynes Drive/Station Road parking – police had made a site visit on 17/05/19 and spoken to several motorists  about where they were parking.  They also asked the school to text to parents about parking and will attend again
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 150 notices of intended prosecution were issued in May
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 4th May 2019: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) priority setting meeting 26.06.19.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones reported that the meeting began with a presentation from a recent recruit.  Recruits all had to study for an NVQ qualification, which included a specific project and these could be used for future investigations.

He had decided to study rising crime in Stewartby taking into account the new building and increased size of the population.  The village was monitored for areas of activity, posters were put up to indicate there would be a greater police presence and a meeting was held in the village to give and receive information from residents. Police patrols were also increased, whenever possible.  It was hoped that this and other studies would help with crime prevention.
A second presentation detailed the process of closing a house, that had been used for drug or other illegal activities.  After the warrant was issued, an early morning forced entry was made, exits were secured and the premises searched first for people, then for any illegal goods - drugs, weapons burner phones etc.  A court hearing followed and the house would then be closed for three months providing peace of mind for the neighbourhood and allowing new tenants to be found.
A brief discussion followed to decide which was the highest priority for police to pursue. Council had agreed drugs and an increased police presence and Cllr. Jones opted for drugs, as Pavenham currently had a drugs problem and as a neighbouring village, the problem could spread to Oakley.
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	b) speed watch
	

	
	Analysis of the data had shown that more motorists slowed down when speed was shown on the mobile sign than when it was operating in stealth mode.  Bedford BC had now installed a post in Pavenham Road so the sign could be used there too. 
	

	
	
	

	
	There was 1 crime between 29.05.19. & 25.06.19, a burglary in Church Lane
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Replacement Seesaw on the Green:
	Action

	
	Contractor had advised that seesaw should be removed on safety grounds and it had been taken out and the surface repaired at a cost of £250 + VAT.  Clerk had requested quotations for supply and installation of a replacement and had received four.  Playdale had quoted £3,012 + VAT for a 2 person horse rocker, Wicksteed £2,871 + VAT for a 4 person cockerel springer, Kompan £2,710 + VAT + delivery/installation for a 4 person dolphin rocker and Fenland £9,057 + VAT with new wetpour or £6,467 + VAT without new wetpour for a 4 person pirate springer.  Council agreed to reconsider in September once a full quotation was available for the Kompan unit.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Traveller Incursion & Bollards on the Green:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Jones thanked Chair & Cllr. White on behalf of residents for their efforts to have the travellers removed and the Green cleaned so quickly and councillors for their support.  Council ratified emergency expenditure of £474 + VAT for serving of notice, £360 + VAT to clear waste and £65 + VAT to repair the bollards following the incursion on 07.06.19.  Monies to be taken from the contingency fund.  Council also thanked residents who had helped clean up.  Bailiffs had quoted £75 + VAT each for lamp post signs indicating that enforcement action would be taken against trespassers but Council agreed these were too expensive.
Travellers had broken the lock on the collapsible bollard and Cllr. White would investigate welding a plate to shield the lock.  Clerk noted that the Ambulance Service had no objection to the removal of the collapsible bollards.  Awaiting the views of the Fire Service.  Council agreed that only one collapsible bollard would be needed when they were replaced.
Clerk  had obtained a sample bollard and Cllr. White advised that as it was shaped it could not be made into two separate bollards but the shaping would make it more difficult to pull out of the ground.  Clerk had obtained details of another company that provided recycled plastic bollards and to request a sample 
	PW

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Bollards on Grange Close Green:
	Action

	
	Following the incursion by travellers, resident had requested bollards on Grange Close green.  Cllr. Nicholas proposed installing a small number of bollards between the trees which would protect the green, seconded by Cllr. Jones 
Resolved
Cllrs. Nicholas & White to investigate how many bollards would be needed and where they should be placed
	Clerk
SN/PW

	
	
	

	11.
	Willow Tree on the Green:
	Action

	
	Concern had been raised about the willow tree on the green.  Residents did not want it cut down and one tree surgeon suggested either removing the deadwood, making the tree less desirable to climb, at a cost of £100 + VAT, pollarding the tree and hoping it regrows £150 + VAT or removing the tree and grinding out the stump £225 + VAT which would remove all risk and allow the other trees in the area to fill out.  Another had quoted £150 + VAT to remove deadwood more than 25mm in diameter on this willow and the weeping willow on the other corner.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that quotation for £150 + VAT to deadwood both willows be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Maintenance of Open Space and Zebra Crossing at Parrott’s Close:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that around £9,500 would be payable to cover all future maintenance of Parrott’s Close open space.  A legal agreement would be needed to prevent any future development of the land and provide insurance in case any parish vehicles damaged the private road as none of the access road was being adopted by the Borough.  GC Planning who were acting for the housing association had requested dates for a meeting to discuss.  Clerk & Cllr. Abbott had asked why Bedford BC was not adopting the roads and Cllr. Abbott noted that legislation allowed developers to build roads to their own standard and maintain as private roads.  Given the issues surrounding a legal agreement, Council reluctantly agreed not to pursue.

Councillors were concerned that developers were not required to build roads to Highways standards.  Cllr Abbott noted that Bedford BC Overview & Scrutiny Committee was investigating but Council agreed to write to Mr Burt MP asking him to press the Government to take action on private roads and maintenance contracts for open spaces in new developments as there was no mechanism to ensure that work was carried out or to prevent excessive charges.
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	Cllr. Abbott reported that Bedford BC had agreed to fund a crossing in Lovell Road provided Cllr. Abbot contributed £2,750 from his Ward Fund for the surveys and Council funded the feasibility study at a cost of approximately £3,150.  Council had included monies in the budget for a crossing. 
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £3,150 be allocated for the feasibility study
Resolved
Council thanked Cllr. Abbott
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Play Inspection Report:
	Action

	
	Report had indicated that grass needed reinstating under the zip wire, roundabout, group swing & multiplay but this would need to be reseeded in the Autumn.  Seat height on zip wire needed adjusting, gates needed adjusting and buffers replacing on the Green and at The Furlong, one gate also needed painting on the Green, slide fixings needed tightening, scratches on the table tennis table needed sanding, roundabout seats needed replacing, beams on trim trail needed tightening, one bin was loose, alga and moss needed removing from the MUGA and graffiti from the multiplay.  Contractor had already been authorised to carry out most of the work and would be on site w/c 08.07.19. to finish.  Clerk had requested a quotation for any outstanding work.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Network Rail Works in Highfield Road:
	Action

	
	Network Rail had confirmed that works would be ongoing in Highfield Road until 15.08.19. and traffic lights would only be in operation during work periods.  Council and Bedford BC had raised concerns about the barriers erected on the bridge as they were very unsightly and out of keeping in a rural village.  Barriers had been removed but Network Rail had advised that they were part of a trial and when the trial was completed barriers would be reinstalled.

Network Rail representatives apologised for the lack of consultation before the grey barriers were installed and advised that blue, black, terracotta or holly green were alternative colours.  Glass reinforced plastic (GRP) blocks were being used as they were lightweight and solid.  Councillors asked about mesh panels but Network Rail indicated that these could not be used because if someone dangled an item through the mesh, electricity could arc across and kill them.  They had considered glass panels but these would be too heavy for the bridge, completely rebuilding the walls would be too expensive and encasing them would make maintenance difficult and further narrow the footway.  The GRP would extend 8m each side of the track and would be tapered at the ends  It could be coloured white/cream at the top to simulate a coping stone and the joins would be the same colour.  Green had been used elsewhere in Bedfordshire and a trial was currently underway in Souldrop.  Network Rail would forward photographs once it was completed and would need a decision on the colour as soon as possible afterwards.  Council thanked Network Rail for considering their concerns and asked them to keep Highfield Road residents informed of works.
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	parking in Lincroft
	

	
	Council had agreed to review in July.  Bedford BC had confirmed that “no verge parking schemes” would have to be paid for by the parish and that a scheme in Lincroft would cost around £2,500.  Vehicles were still parking on the verge and Clerk to ask Highways to write to residents.  Clerk also to ask Highways whether bell bollards could be installed on the wide verges in Lincroft to prevent parking.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	Concerns had been raised that contractors were not mowing the churchyard but councillors confirmed that they were.  Clerk to check that contractors were strimming around gravestones.
	

	
	Westfield Road triangle had yet to be reinstated and Clerk to ask Highways to chase.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that the Local Plan Hearings had finished and the Inspector’s initial findings were expected shortly.  Ward sizes were currently unbalanced and a review process would begin in November.  Consultation on the Stevington NDP had been extended until 10.07.19.  Bedford BC was impressed how quickly the travellers had been removed and were meeting with police as they were concerned that they had not used the powers available to them.  Chair noted that police had served a section 61 notice but it required court action.  Bromham bridge was now closed and traffic flows were low on the A6 at present but were likely to increase in September.  Bedford BC was in discussions over the use of the former Marks & Spencer site and free bandstand concerts would be held in Mill Meadows during the summer.
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 4th June 2019
	

	
	Application No.
	19/00468/COU – change of use from B2 to dog day care centre (continued use after end of temporary permission) at Willow Vale

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 31.05.19.
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	Application No.
	19/00907/FUL – removal of conservatory & erection of single storey rear extension at 1 Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but concerned that the proposed extension is very close to neighbour’s window

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 11.06.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	18/03196/FUL & 18/03197/LBC – demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension at 31 Station Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 26.06.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/00936/FUL – 2 storey side & rear extension at 61 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 26.06.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/00950/TPO – remove limb of yew blocking access to drive at Trees, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 28.06.19.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 4th June 2019

	
	Application No.
	a) 19/01060/FUL – pitched roof to garage & conversion of store to room at 34 Ruffs Furze 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 19/01116/FUL – alteration & extension to conservatory to form single storey extension at 9 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 19/01127/FUL – 1 & 2 storey front, side & rear extensions 
at 22 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	Clerk noted that a virtually identical application had been granted permission in 2017 and building  was nearly completed.  The Planning Officer was not sure why it was resubmitted and was going to make a site visit.  Another plan had now been received for the site changing the height of the wall adjacent to Copthorne Close and Council to submit comments when the new plan was circulated.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 19/01073/FUL – erection of timber pavilion in rear garden at The Limes, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Councillors to make a site visit to neighbours

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 19/01198/FUL & 19/01199/LBC – replacement single storey rear extension to link dwelling to annexe & internal & external alterations at 29 Church Lane  

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 19/01242/FUL & 19/01243/LBC – demolition of existing link & erection of new link between house & outbuilding, garage conversion & single storey rear extension at Yew Tree House, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Application circulating




	
	g) Bedford BC – consultation on revised Statement of Community Involvement
	

	
	 Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	Action

	
	Bedford BC consultation on Oakley Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bedford BC consultation on the draft Oakley Plan closed on 25.07.19 and had been advertised on notice boards and the website.  Clerk had also forwarded copies to Council’s consultation database.  Bedford BC had forwarded a list of examiners and NDP Group had asked the consultant to consider and highlight any concerns.  Group would then forward first & second choices to the Borough.
Cllr. Sansom noted that the Local Plan Hearings had shown that Bedford BC had allocated 1,000 more houses than they were obliged to supply.  Developers had also indicated that they could provide 700 houses at Stewartby rather than the 100 allocated if work began by 2021 as the area of land that needed mitigation was smaller than had been thought.  500 new homes in each of Bromham, Clapham & Sharnbrook would have a detrimental effect on the A6 traffic, the surrounding infrastructure and the environment as most of the new housing was on greenfield land.  The Hearing had indicated that the allocation could be reduced without resubmitting the Local Plan and Council agreed to write to Bedford BC asking them to reassess the allocation in these key service centres.  Council would also write to Bromham, Clapham & Sharnbrook suggesting they request a reduction in their allocations.
	Clerk

Clerk
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	b) Bedford BC consultation on Carlton & Chellington Plan
	

	
	Council had no comments
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Correspondence:   
	Action

	
	dogs on Brockwell Green
	

	
	Resident was concerned about dog mess on Brockwell field.  Bedford BC had advised that the no dog sign at Brockwell was unofficial and could not be enforced.  The Borough wide PSPO Dog Control Order enabled authorised officers to instruct an individual to put a dog on a lead if it was causing a nuisance or danger and Council agreed not to pursue.
Cllr. Sansom suggested that Council consider improving the biodiversity of the meadow and to Council discuss further September. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Youth Club
	

	
	Oakley Youth Club had requested £4,500 to fund the Youth Club from July 2019 – August 2020.  Club had an average of 23 attendees per week and a bank balance of £1,494.94 at 01.06.18.
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that £4,500 be granted

Resolved  S. 137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	Accounts for period up to 30th June 2019
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.06.19.
	£45,805.64

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.06.19.
	£17,220.26

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,698.06

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£81,126.08


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Grass  cutting contribution 2019/20
	1,171.33

	
	
	Total
	£1,171.33


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms June
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions June
	£1,716.57
	d/d

	
	Oakley Pre-School
	S. 137 donation
	£1,000.00
	1534

	
	Constant & Co 
	Enforcement notices on travellers on the Green
	£474.00
	1535


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Lewis Woodland Services
	Grass cutting May & June and repairing bollards on the Green 
	£3,078.00
	1536

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 23.05.19.
	£84.00
	1537

	Bedford Demolition
	Clearing Green after travellers
	£432.00
	1538

	Loades
	Quarterly playground inspection
	£72.00
	1539

	Metrosigns
	Repairing notice board
	£72.00
	1540

	Dando
	Summer bedding plants
	£49.50
	1541

	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£34.43
	1542

	Oakley Properties 
	RPI increase on Cricket Field rent
	£17.76
	1543

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 02.07.19.  3 hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1544

	
	Total
	£7,202.09
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) website upgrade to comply with accessibility guidelines
	

	
	Public Sector Bodies (Websites & Mobile Applications) (No 2) Accessibility Regulations 2018 required councils to make their websites accessible to as wide an audience as possible by 23.09.20.  Website manager had quoted £850 to rebuild website as off-the-shelf software did not yet guarantee conformation to the accessibility standard.  Clerk noted that monies were available in the budget if the Directory printing costs were sponsored this year.  Cllr. Nicholas requested details of the rebuild and Clerk to obtain.  Council agreed to reconsider in September. 
	Clerk
Clerk
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	c) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. White that expenses of £34.64 for April – June be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of Next Meeting - 3rd September 2019
	


