OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 07.05.19.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th May 2019 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Election of Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that Cllr. Walker be elected as Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Walker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman

	
	

	2.
	Election of Vice Chair:

	
	Proposed by Chair, seconded by Cllr. White that Cllr. Phillips be elected as Vice-Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Phillips to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice-Chairman

	
	

	3.
	Co-option of New Councillor

	
	One vacancy remained following Council election & Mr. Nicholas had volunteered to return as a councillor.  BATPC had suggested considering re-advertising the vacancy but as vacancies had been advertised in the election, proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that Mr. Nicholas be co-opted

Resolved        
Mr. Nicholas signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

	
	

	4.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	5.
	Apologies:  P Phillips (illness) 

	
	 

	6.
	Declarations of Interest: none       

	
	
	

	7.
	Appointment of Advisory Group Members and Council Representatives:
	Action

	
	Finance Advisory Group: Chair, G Sansom, M Frampton, J Walker (Reserve: none)

Planning Advisory Group: Chair, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker (Reserve: M Frampton)

NDP Group: M Frampton, P Olney, G Sansom, J Walker

Allotment Group: S. Nicholas, P Olney

Bottle bank: P White

Village Roads Co-ordinator: P White, J Abbott

Footpath Officer: P Jones
Speed  Watch:  P. Phillips, S. Nicholas
Oakley Recreational Association: none

Village Hall: P White

Oakley Carnival Committee: P Olney 

Education Charity Trust: J Walker 

The Villager Community Minibus: none

Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: P Olney

Tree Warden: R Saunders

Yarls Wood Liaison Committee: P Olney 

Youth Club: S Fardon

Twinwood Liaison Forum: Chair, P Olney  
	

	
	Resolved to appoint
	Clerk

	
	
	

	8.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th March 2019 and the Annual Parish Meeting on 2nd April 2019:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported residents’ concerns about the poor standard of work in Westfield Road, damage to the Westfield Road/High Street triangle, tree roots causing trip hazards in Ruff Furze’s alleyways, blocked gullies in Lovell Road and fly tipping at the twin bridges.  Clerk had chased repairs to Hunts Path verge and Bedford BC had investigated car sales on the verge in Church Lane on safety grounds.
	

	
	Litter Pick – event was very successful and Scouts had thanked Council for allowing them to raise funds.   ATC were interested in participating in future and had suggested another event in 2019.  Council agreed one event each year was sufficient and suggested ATC participate in the Carnival and advertise in the Directory.  Council thanked Cllr White for sponsoring the Easter eggs and Clerk to thank village shop for providing them at a discount.  Clerk also to check if insurance covered volunteers outside the parish boundary. 
	Clerk

Clerk
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	Defibrillator – box had been delivered to Lincroft School for installation on the Sports Hall wall
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 43 notices of intended prosecution were issued in February and 180 in March.
	

	
	Allotment fence – Network Rail had damaged the fence when cutting back vegetation near the tracks and would be replacing by the end of May.
	

	
	
	

	10.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 5th March 2019 and the Annual Parish Meeting on 2nd April 2019: none
	Action

	
	
	

	11.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC Network Meeting 06.03.19.
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom reported that some councils were concerned that open spaces on new developments were no longer passed over to councils but remained the responsibility of developers or management companies.  Residents were often charged for maintenance but there was no mechanism to ensure it was carried out or to prevent excessive charges.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned that this was the case at Parrott’s Close and Clerk to write to Chief Executive & Head of Planning & Highways, copied to the Mayor asking for details of the Parrott’s Close agreement, how the maintenance situation could be resolved and for councils to be involved in discussions on open space at the pre-application stage.  Cllr Olney noted that there were similar issues in Farrows Close and Clerk to confirm the position there.  Council to discuss again in June.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	priority setting meeting 13.03.19.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones reported that the meeting was more productive than the previous one.  PC Kerry Jones, the local officer, now covered 50 villages over a wide area but Oakley was low on the scale of crime, with fewer reported crimes than most other villages.  Clapham, which is a larger village, had many more crimes reported.
There was a presentation on Anti-Social Behaviour and Police powers as there were now three stages of what used to be called an ASBO - a warning, a Community Behaviour Order then the final, equivalent to the ASBO, which had to be authorised by the CPS, Police or Local Authority for causing harassment, alarm or distress or misuse of drugs.

Police were working hard to prevent the County Line drug lines and wanted the public to report anything that was in the least suspicious.  Attendees were assured work was continuing behind the scenes even if there was less visibility.  If Police found a house being used for drugs they could obtain a closure notice, authorised by a magistrate.  CCTV footage could be used and residents were encouraged to provide information using Crime Stoppers, 101, on line, web check or speaking to the local police officer.
	

	
	
	

	
	There were 8 crimes in March, 3 harassments, 2 assaults, 1 sexual, 1 burglary and 1 interference with a vehicle and none in the first 2 weeks of April. 
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Play Area Inspections:
	Action

	
	Inspection had revealed that grass should be reinstated around zip wire, multiplay, & roundabout in Spring if it does not recover, surfacing around table tennis unit needed repairing and rough edges sanding, algae & graffiti needed removing from both multiplays and caps replacing, algae on the basketball back board & panels and grass on the surfacing needed removing, litter bin needed securing on it base, corrosion on fencing & gates needed painting, the gate realigning and the buffer replacing, metal seats needed painting, corrosion on seesaw needed painting, algae & graffiti removing and rotting timbers replacing, bolt caps were missing and beam loose on the trim trail, corrosion on small roundabout needed painting and seat timber replacing, caps needed replacing, weeds on the surfacing removing and splits in the log climber filling with silicon.  At The Furlong, the gates needed adjusting and fencing & gates repainting, seats needed staining and timber & corrosion on multiplay needed painting.  Contractor had quoted £,1,270 + VAT to do all the work except repair the tarmac as he did not carry out  tarmacing.  Zip wire had loosened again and Hags had advised that it was Council’s responsibility to re-tension.  Quotation included re-tensioning the zip wire
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £1,270 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
Cllrs. Nicholas & White to meet contractor on site to check the correct zip wire had been fitted
Supplier had quoted £3,907 + VAT for replacement parts for the seesaw and Clerk noted that a new seesaw could be bought for £2,710 + VAT.  Clerk to ask other playground suppliers for quotations to repair and Council to consider again in June.
	Clerk
SN/PW
Clerk
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	14.
	Tree Works:
	Action

	
	Resident had requested tree on Ruffs Furze green be trimmed.  Clerk had requested quotations for works to all the trees on the green and had received two.  One for £225 + VAT to reduce Silver Birch trees behind no. 35 to previous points, reduce Silver Birch behind no. 45 by 15-20%, dead wood all the small trees on the green, remove and grind out stump of dying rowan to below ground level and remove debris stacked around base of one of the trees.  One for £90 + VAT to crown clean the Silver Birch behind no. 45

Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £225 + VAT be accepted so that further work would not be needed later
Resolved

Cllr. Nicholas noted that the tree on the Dewlands corner of the Green appeared to be dying and Clerk to ask tree surgeons to examine
	Clerk
Clerk.

	
	
	

	15.
	Bollards on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had sought quotations and had received one for £5,161.05 + VAT for 50 bollards which including a discount of 10%.  Company had also agreed to apply a 10% discount to future orders of 50+ bollards.
Clerk noted that £5K had been allocated in the budget for bollards and they would need to be installed

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £5,161.05 + VAT be accepted and additional monies taken from the contingency
Resolved

Council agreed that bollards along Grenidge Way should be replaced first and Clerk to obtain quotations for installation
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) parking at Station Road/Reynes Drive junction
	

	
	Resident was concerned about parking at the Station Road/Reynes Drive junction and the safety of students crossing the road.  Cllr. Fardon suggested designated walking routes via the Lincroft entrance and staggered leaving times.  Cllr. White noted there was a similar problem at Flax Close and Cllr. Olney volunteered to contact both schools.  Council agreed Clerk to ask police to monitor the junctions and suggest resident contact police as well.
	PO

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) request for traffic lights on Oakley bridges
	

	
	Resident had requested discreet traffic lights on twin bridges to improve traffic flow given that the village had  speed cameras.  Chair noted that no monies were available to fund lights.  Council agreed temporary lights during the time Bromham Road bridge was fully closed would help to manage congestion. Clerk & Cllr. Abbott to request.
	Clerk/
JA

	
	
	

	
	Bollard at the corner of Station Road had been knocked over & pathways between Ruffs Furze/Dewlands/Lincroft needed sweeping and the vegetation cutting back from the hard surfacing.  Clerk to report to Highways
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney welcomed Cllr. Abbott as the new Borough Councillor and thanked Council for their support during her time as Borough Councillor.  Local Plan Hearings would begin on 29.05.19. and the website would need to be monitored for issues of relevance to Oakley.  Speculative applications were expected until the Local Plan was adopted and Council would need to oppose any in Oakley and surrounding villages.  Clerk to write to Mr Burt MP about the transitional arrangements which permitted speculative developments, referencing the letter from CPRE.  The effect of traffic from neighbouring developments was a particular concern and Cllr. Olney suggested a log of vehicles passing the speed sign.  Cllr. Nicholas noted that, unfortunately, the data from the sign would need additional software analysis and Speed Watch members were working on this.  Data would also need to be checked against a physical count to confirm its accuracy.  Cllr. Sansom suggested that Council needed to bring the lack of detailed traffic analysis on pinch points in Oakley to the Local Plan Inspector’s attention and Clerk to submit a Hearing Statement if deadlines permitted.
Clerk to thank Speed Watch members for their work with the speed sign, particularly Mr Hughes, Mr. Macintosh & Mr. Walker.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 5th March 2019
	

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 19/00078/FUL – single storey side extension with replacement porch roof at 1 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.03.19.
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	Application No.
	b) 19/00121/TPO – remove oak & field maple at Tamarind, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as Council would not want the trees removed unless there is no alternative and they cannot be saved

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 19.03.19. on the grounds that both trees are in decline

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 19/00178/FUL – 2 storey & first floor side extension at 61 Lincroft


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refused 19.03.19. on the grounds that the proposed extension would leave inadequate separation from neighbouring property and would be detrimental to the appearance of the property & street scene 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 19/00253/TPO – various tree works at Mullion, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 19.03.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/02691/FUL – prefabricated building for Oakley Pre-School in paddock behind Methodist Church

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.03.19.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 5th March 2019

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/03261/FUL – demolition of dwelling & erection of new 
dwelling at 15 Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 19/00121/TPO – remove oak & field maple at Tamarind, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as Council would not want the trees removed unless there is no alternative and they cannot be saved

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 19/00468/COU – change of use from B2 to dog day care centre (continued use after end of temporary permission) at Willow Vale

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 19/00709/TPO – fell oak & elm and reduce oak at Oak Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection unless the Tree Officer considers the work is necessary for safety reasons

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 19/00710/TPO – reduce hornbeam and reduce yew to form boundary hedge at Foxley, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided Tree Officer is content with proposed work

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 19/00835/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 59 Oakley Road, Clapham

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned that Council should not be expected to fully fund a crossing at Parrott’s Close and Cllr. Abbott to pursue with Bedford BC.  
	JA

	
	
	

	19.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	Action

	
	a) update on draft Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Environment Agency, Natural England & Historic England had confirmed that they were content with the Strategic Environmental Assessment and the draft Plan had been submitted to Bedford BC, who would be consulting on it after the elections.  Comments would be forwarded to the Examiner who had yet to be chosen.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) consultation on draft Stevington Plan
	

	
	Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	Government consultation on vehicle operator licensing system
	

	
	Council had no comments.
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	21.
	General Power of Competence:
	Action

	
	Council met the criteria to use the General Power of Competence (GPC) as the number of councillors elected was more than two-thirds of the number of seats on the Council and the Clerk was qualified.  The GPC would allow Council to spend money on a wider range of projects provided they act lawfully, comply with statutory duties, do not circumvent restrictions in existing powers and obtain necessary permissions from other authorities.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. White, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that the General Power of Competence be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Pre-School
	

	
	Oakley Pre-School had requested a grant of £10,000 towards the cost of a new Pre-School building.  Total cost of project was £360,000 and the balance would be obtained from the Leader Fund, Pre-School reserves, other grants plus some investment funding.  78% of staff & children were Oakley residents and balance at 31.12.17. was £60,120.  Unaudited balance at 31.12.18. was £71,474.   
Clerk noted that £7K had been budgeted for grants.  Council was keen to support Pre-School but needed more details about how the balance of funds would be raised and Clerk to invite them to attend the June meeting to discuss further.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 30th April 2019
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.04.19.
	£101,748.40

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.04.19.
	£17,217.34

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,698.06

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£81,126.08


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Gardening Club
	Directory
	20.00

	
	Village Hall
	Directory
	20.00

	
	Blunham Angling
	Directory
	15.00

	
	Oakham Decorators
	Directory
	70.00

	
	Lincroft School
	Directory
	70.00

	
	Pure Heart
	Directory
	40.00

	
	Karmanurture
	Directory
	40.00

	
	Oakley Angels
	Newsletter
	144.00

	
	Priory Medical
	Directory
	70.00

	
	Almond Garage Doors
	Directory
	70.00

	
	Oakley PCC
	Directory
	52.50

	
	Whites Online
	Directory
	70.00

	
	Badminton Club
	Directory
	15.00

	
	W.I.
	Directory
	15.00

	
	Facial Rejuvenation
	Directory
	20.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - first payment
	26,400.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept paid in error
	52,800.00

	
	HMRC
	2018/19 VAT refund
	14,370.51

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	5.75

	
	
	Total
	£94,302.01


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms March
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions March
	£1,610.91
	d/d

	
	Oakley Day Centre
	S. 137 donation 
	£500.00
	1509

	
	1st Oakley Brownies
	S. 137 donation 
	£250.00
	1510

	
	Autism Bedford
	S. 137 donation 
	£250.00
	1511

	
	Urban Vision 
	Neighbourhood Plan consultants
	£5,100.00
	1512

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£740.00
	1513

	
	Oakley Properties
	Cricket Field rent 2019/20
	£700.08
	1514

	
	Loades
	Play equipment inspection
	£72.00
	1515

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£51.10
	1516

	
	Information Commissioner
	Data Protection renewal
	£40.00
	1517
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	Clapham PC
	Photocopying papers for Annual Meeting
	£5.90
	1518

	
	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 02.04.19.  3 hrs @£11 p.h.
	£33.00
	1519

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms April
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions April
	£1,716.57
	d/d


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	LWS
	Grass cutting March & April
	£3,000.00
	1520

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 08.03.19. & 29.03.19.
	£168.00
	1521

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defibrillator pads
	£45.60
	1522

	BATPC
	Affiliation fee 2019/20
	£512.00
	1523

	Sue Ryder St. John's
	Donation of internal audit fee
	£50.00
	1524

	Bedford BC
	Repayment of precept paid in error
	£52,800.00
	1525

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 07.05.19.  3 hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1526

	
	Total
	£67,952.82
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Internal Audit report
	

	
	Internal audit had been carried out 12.04.19. and auditor had no matters to bring to Council’s attention.  He had requested that his fee of £50 be donated to St. John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger.  Council thanked Clerk and the internal auditor.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Annual Governance Statement

          
	

	
	Council considered the Annual Governance Statement and 

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Annual Governance Statement be approved.

Resolved 
Chairman & Clerk signed section 1 of the audit return. 
	

	
	
	

	
	d) 2018/19 end of year accounts 
	

	
	Clerk had circulated accounts.  

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that accounts be approved.

Resolved – accounts signed by Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer.

Council approved and Chairman & Clerk signed section 2 of the audit return. 
	

	
	
	

	
	e) Annual review of risk assessment policy
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft risk assessment for 2019/20 which was unchanged
Proposed by Cllr. Abbott, seconded by Cllr. Olney that amended risk assessment be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	f) Annual review of internal audit system
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft Audit Plan for 2019/20.  Terms of Reference remained unchanged & Clerk confirmed that Council had employer’s liability insurance.
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Olney that the Audit Plan be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	g) Website upgrade
	

	
	Bays Media was content to continue to host and manage the website to 30.04.20. for £1,200
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £1,200 be accepted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	h) Standing orders & direct debits
	

	
	Council reviewed payments for rent of the upper rooms at the Old School, allotment rent and salary payments 
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Council continue to make monthly standing order payments of £153.83 to the Old School, annual direct debit payment of £420 to Bedford BC for allotment rent and to pay direct debit payments to Bedford BC for salaries.
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	j) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that expenses of £50.88 for January – March be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	24.
	Date of Next Meeting – 4th June 2019 
	


