OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.03.19.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th March 2019 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 8 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  

	
	Resident commented that he had been advised that there were similar numbers of objections to sites 171 and 170 in the Neighbourhood Plan but the logs on the website showed the overwhelming majority disagreed with site 171.  
Resident was concerned that the access to site 171 was unsafe as it was close to a 3-way junction on a sharp bend, there was a footway on one side only, both road and footway were narrow, the visibility splay was limited, there were no street lights close by, the entrance was obscured by foliage and was adjacent to a bus stop was used by school students.  The site had also previously been rejected for housing because of the unsafe access.
Resident acknowledged the work of the Neighbourhood Plan Group and Parish Council but reiterated that previous applications for single dwellings behind houses on this part of the High Street had been refused on highways grounds, the impact on the street scene and noise concerns.  The site was enclosed and opposite a Grade II listed building and the Station Road site offered more land with fewer constraints.
Resident appreciated the work of the Parish Council as volunteers and that there was a need for smaller properties for residents to downsize but questioned the need for two sites with 50 houses when one site with 25 would fulfil the Borough Council allocation.  He acknowledged that Station Road residents had concerns but reiterated that Station Road was a more suitable site and could be expanded in future if more housing was needed.  Discussed under item 14c).

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  P Phillips (illness) 

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Fardon for item 13f) as the applicant.  Cllr. Abbott for item 16a) as a member of the Sharnbrook Academy Federation.  Cllr. Olney for item 16b) as a Chair of Trustees of the Day Centre.  Cllr. Sansom for item 16c) as a relative of a Brownie leader.      

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 8th January 2019:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported faulty lights in Church Lane and the poor condition of footways and the road in Farsands.  Bedford BC had discussed the damaged verge in Lincroft with residents carrying out the building work and residents had agreed to reinstate once the work was completed.  Drainage works would necessitate temporary daytime closures in Westfield Road until 26.03.19. and in Church Lane at various times between until 05.04.19.  Station Road would be closed on 24.03.19. from 9.00 am – 2.00pm for the Oakley 20 Race. 
	

	
	Maintenance – crushing of the hardcore & hedging work at the allotments and trees works at The Furlong had been completed.
	

	
	Rural skips – skips would be in the village 06. & 07.04.119. and details were on notice boards and the website
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 90 notices of intended prosecution were issued in December and 100 in January.
	

	
	Play areas – Cllr. White had repaired a broken railing in the fence on the Green and Council thanked him.  Hags had repaired the zip wire and replaced the water damaged post at The Furlong.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 8th January 2019: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) Speed Indicator Sign
	

	
	Sign had been delivered and would be located initially in one of the roads without cameras.  Awaiting Bedford BC confirmation on which posts can be used for the sign.  Cllr. Olney to chase.
	PO

	
	
	

	
	b) parish funding of PCSOs
	

	
	Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) had suggested that parishes fund PCSOs from their reserves.  A PCSO would cost £31,200 to fund each year and would be dedicated to policing in the local area subject to agreement with the police.  Council agreed that a PCSO with local knowledge would be useful but reserves were ring fenced for maintenance and monies were not available for ongoing funding of a PCSO.  Given that Luton Airport was due to expand significantly and the county had two motorways, Council agreed that Bedfordshire Police should be provided with more funding from central government.  Council agreed to write to Rt. Hon. Mr. Hurd MP, the policing minister and Rt. Hon. Mr. Burt MP, copied to the PCC, stressing the need for a government solution which provided adequate funding.  All villages should have PCSOs with local knowledge, not just those with spare monies and Cllr. Jones would raise at the Priority Setting meeting 13.03.19.
	PJ
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	c) priority setting meeting 13.03.19.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones had volunteered to attend.  Council agreed that priorities were crime prevention & visible policing and serious crime including burglaries.
	PJ

	
	
	

	
	There were 2 crimes in January, 1 blackmail and 1 burglary and 3 in the first 2 weeks of February, 2 assaults and 1 harassment. 
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Defibrillator:
	Action

	
	Lincroft School had advised that their defibrillator could be put in a box and the electrical connection would cost £155.36 + VAT.  Fire Service could supply a yellow box and would fund half the cost.  Box would therefore cost £215 + VAT + £15 delivery.  Signs would be an additional £20 + VAT
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that quotations for £155.36 + VAT, £230 + VAT and £20 + VAT be accepted and funded from the remaining contingency budget
	Clerk

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Christmas Lights 2019:
	Action

	
	Wootton PC had advised that they had 33 columns with two different types of Christmas lights and the cost was £19k for a three-year contract.  Council agreed that a similar scheme would be too expensive.  Council discussed lights in trees on the Green but as many residents put up lights agreed not to pursue.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Spring Litter Pick:
	Action

	
	Rural skip would be in the village 06.04.19. therefore Clerk had arranged with Scouts and Bedford BC that the litter pick would be held on 27.04.19.  Posters were on notice boards and website.  Chair & Cllr. White advised that they would be unable to attend but Chair would collect equipment and Cllr. White would fund the chocolate eggs for young people.  Council thanked them.
	ALL

JW/PW

	
	
	

	11.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) Lovell Road crossing
	

	
	Bedford BC had forwarded a breakdown of their calculation of the CIL due on the Parrott’s Yard development and had confirmed that CIL monies could be used for school expansion but there were no other s.106 payments liable.  The s.278 (highways) agreement had yet to be finalised but was expected to follow the standard format. The NHS had been advised of the planning application but had not responded.  Council had received £5,225.82 CIL in October 2018 and would receive a further £5,308.27 (including interest) in April 2019.  Cllr Sansom commented that c. £70K CIL on a turnover of c. £5million and no provision of a crossing was a poor outcome on the part of Bedford BC.  It was not clear why the BCCG did not request funds and Clerk to ask the question.  Council agreed that for future developments they would need to be involved in discussions early in the process to obtain a better result for the village.  Clerk to write to Cllrs. Atkins & Roydon, copied to Head of Planning requesting early involvement in NDP development sites.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. White confirmed that repairs to the Highfield Road bridleway gate were in hand.  Highfield Road permissive path had not been cut back and Clerk to remind Bedfordia to trim as soon as legislation permitted.
	PW

Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Council Tax would increase by an average of 3.6% overall, with 2% ring fenced for adult social care.  Local Plan 2030 had been submitted to the Examiner for review.  Cllr. Olney reminded residents to ensure they were registered to vote in the May elections and advised that she would not be standing again as a Borough Councillor.  Council thanked her for her work on behalf of the village over 33 years.
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 8th January 2019
	

	
	Application No.
	18/03126/TPO – remove oak at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection to the felling of an oak tree unless the Tree Officer deems it necessary

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.01.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	18/03127/TPO – fell Norway spruce plantation & replace with native species at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.01.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	18/03128/TPO – reduce yews by 3m at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.01.19.
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	Application No.
	18/03109/TPO – reduce oak at 10 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.01.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	18/03070/FUL – extension & conversion of garage to granny annex at Westwoods House, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the new plan had not addressed the adverse impact on the neighbour

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.01.19. with conditions that tree protection measures must be maintained and annexe must be used with the existing house as a single family dwelling

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	18/02649/FUL – replacement roof to create additional habitable space & 1½ storey rear extension at 92 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment and the terrace and windows at the side overlooking neighbours  

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.01.19. (standard conditions only)

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	18/03001/FUL – single storey rear extension & pitched roof to garage to form gym at Tall Trees, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that a gym of this size would be overdevelopment of the site, out of keeping in a residential area and would adversely impact on the adjacent neighbour because of its size.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.01.19. (standard conditions only)

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	18/03066/FUL – single storey side/rear extension and replacement garage roof to create storage at 68 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.02.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 18/03123/FUL – erection of double detached garage Holly Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the works but would want a planning condition whereby the trees are protected and the foundations to be a suspended concrete type.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal on the grounds that the garage would be out of keeping with the neighbouring buildings which are set back from the road.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 8th January 2019

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/02684/MAF (amended plans) - 10 affordable dwellings 
& green space at 24 Lovell Road (Parrott’s Yard)

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council had previously objected on the grounds of overdevelopment, loss of business units, which Council considered were not sufficiently well marketed and single tenure.  Council had supported the inclusion of social rented housing but requested the affordable units be mixed throughout the site and had requested a crossing and measures to prevent parking on Lovell Road.  Council agreed to reiterate objections and to specifically request a s.278 agreement for a crossing, if the application was approved, as affordable housing would attract families and students needed to cross the road to walk to school. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/03109/TPO – reduce oak at 10 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/03196/FUL & 18/03197/LBC – demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension at 31 Station Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 18/03123/FUL – erection of double detached garage Holly Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the works but would want a planning condition whereby the trees are protected and the foundations to be a suspended concrete type.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 19/00078/FUL – single storey side extension with replacement porch roof at 1 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 19/00178/FUL – 2 storey & first floor side extension at 61 Lincroft


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Application No.
	g) 19/00253/TPO – various tree works at Mullion, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	h) 16/03490/S73A Storage & Distribution Pax Hill Farm, Pavenham

	
	Parish Comments:
	Temporary permission for warehousing would run out in April 2019.  As the lorries travel through Oakley, Bedford BC Planning had confirmed that they would advise Council if the owner applied for a section 73 amendment to remove condition 6 which limits the operation to two years.  Pavenham PC would shortly be carrying out a traffic survey and Cllrs. Olney & Nicholas offered to help.  As the consent indicated that Bedford BC should reassess the situation, Clerk to ask what steps they were taking.


	14.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	Action

	
	a) responses to consultation
	

	
	NDP Group had drafted responses to organisations and residents who had replied to the regulation 14 consultation and these had been circulated.  Council was content and Clerk to arrange for them to be posted on the website – www.oakleyvillage.co.uk.  NDP Group would notify respondents.   
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
	

	
	NDP Group had drafted the SEA which had been circulated.  Council was content that the document should be submitted with the draft Neighbourhood Plan.  The Habitats Regulations Assessment had also been carried out and was referenced in the SEA.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) draft Neighbourhood Plan for submission
	

	
	NDP Group had circulated the final draft of the Neighbourhood Plan.  Members noted that the number of dwellings on site 171had been reduced to a maximum of 10, of which some were single storey and the amount of green space had been increased. The number could be reduced because of the 10 additional houses on the Lovell Road site.  The NDP Group and Council had used the upper end of the Borough allocation as when the key rural settlements, which were allocated 500 dwellings, were decided, Oakley was only just outside the criteria and it would therefore be difficult to persuade the Examiner to approve the Neighbourhood Plan unless the higher figure was allocated.  The BRCC Housing Needs Survey had also indicated that around 40 new dwellings were needed for residents.  There were considerable problems with traffic and parking in Station Road as well as in the High Street and the entrance to the 35 houses in Brockwell was opposite listed buildings on a bend, so a precedent had been set.  Residents had commented that they preferred smaller sites and Bedford BC had not discounted either site on highways grounds so the NDP Group and Council had tried to share the burden across the village.   In response to councillors, NDP Group advised that additional housing should not be allocated within the Local Plan 2030 unless circumstances changed e.g. an application by Lincroft School, but such applications would need to be considered at the time.  Further consultation on both sites would be carried out at the planning application stage.
The next step was submission to Bedford BC for independent examination and proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that the Neighbourhood Plan be approved and the Neighbourhood Plan Group submit it to Bedford BC for examination
	

	
	Resolved by a majority of 7 to 3
	

	
	Council thanked NDP Group for the amount of work on the Plan and Clerk to formally write and thank them.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – Network Meeting 06.03.19.
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom to attend.  Clerk noted that the Network Meeting had introduced a parish spotlight session. 
	GS

	
	
	

	
	b) East West Rail – consultation on route from Bedford to Cambridge

	

	
	East West Rail was consulting on the Bedford to Cambridge link.  CPRE was concerned that if Bedford Station was used, the line would have to continue to the north of Bedford and would open up North Bedfordshire for further development.  Chair noted that redevelopment of Bedford Station had been separately funded which would reduce the cost of routes via the station.  Council agreed that they did not want a line north of Bedford and proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that route b to the south of Bedford should be supported.

Resolved  Cllr. Olney to draft a response
	PO

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC - topics for Consideration by Overview & Scrutiny Committees
	

	
	Bedford BC had requested suggestions for issues to be investigated.  Council agreed to ask the Committees to investigate the lack of consultation with residents and lack of accountability on major decisions taken by the Mayor and a change of policy so that the Borough Council discusses CIL projects and developer contributions with parishes at an early stage of discussion with developers.

	Clerk
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	d) Fire Service – consultation on Community Risk Management Plan 2019-23
	

	
	Fire Service was consulting on their Plan to assess and analyse the risks faced by the community;
the effectiveness of their prevention, protection and emergency response services; how efficiently they deploy assets and resources to mitigate community risk and how they value, support and invest in staff.  Council had no comments. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Council thanked Cllr. Fardon and her team for their work on the 2019 Directory
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	a) Lincroft & Oakley Schools
	

	
	Lincroft & Oakley Schools had requested a grant of £2,000 towards the cost of new play equipment for use at break time and lunchtime. Both schools had new year groups and wanted play equipment to support students’ overall health and wellbeing.  Total cost of the project was £4,000 and the balance was to be raised from the PTA Christmas Raffle.  Lincroft had received £6,945.60 S. 106 monies in 2014 for new cricket nets but no previous donations.  Accounts had not been forwarded so Council agreed not to pursue
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Oakley Rural Day Centre
	

	
	Oakley Rural Day Centre had requested a grant at Council’s discretion towards the cost of providing activities and giving carers a break.  Total cost of the project was £63,401 in 2018/19 and balance would be obtained from other grants & donations.  Two members from Oakley and balance at 31.03.18. was £102,072 of which £95,778 was held in reserve in case no further funding was received and redundancies or premises relocation was necessary

Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that £500 be donated

Resolved - s.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Oakley Brownies
	

	
	Oakley Brownies have requested £250 towards three new leader set up costs and compulsory 2019 Brownie programme.  Total cost of project was £400 and balance would be obtained from Brownie subscriptions and possibly a sponsored activity.  No previous grants and 22 members (95%) from Oakley.  Balance at 31.08.18. was £268.15

Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £250 be donated

Resolved- s.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	Clerk to invite Brownies to participate in the litter pick.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Autism Bedford
	

	
	Autism Bedford had requested £250 towards their Loads of Autistic Fun project which provides social activity & family support for children with autism up to age 12, their siblings and parents/carers.  Total cost of the 2019/20 project was estimated at £21,210 and £16,000 had been secured from Bedford BC, Three Guineas Trust and Global’s Make Some Noise.  Remainder would be obtained from donations, fund raising & fees.  
Seven households in Oakley were supported and balance at 31.03.18. was £86,490 for all activities. Cost of 2019/20 LOAF project was projected as £21,210

Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £250 be donated

Resolved - s.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 28th February 2019
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 28.02.19.
	£24,206.61

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 28.02.19.
	£17,211.59

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,698.06

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£81,126.08


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Metrosigns
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	Wenham
	Directory
	£30.00

	
	Groundwork
	NDP grant
	£3,250.00

	
	Old School
	Directory
	£35.00

	
	Tudor Rose
	Newsletter
	£72.00

	
	Merrill
	Newsletter
	£30.00

	
	Webster
	Allotment rent
	£13.00

	
	Woodworth
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	Munro
	Allotment rent
	£10.00

	
	Walker 
	Allotment rent
	£10.00
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	Pilgrims Oakley 
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Barton 
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	Bays Media
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Barnwell
	Directory
	£35.00

	
	EMC
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	Mubsta
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	Oakham Decorators
	Newsletter
	£54.00

	
	Kaye Optomotrist
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	Motorcycle Club
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Deverick
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Shotokan
	Directory
	£25.00

	
	NLW
	Directory
	£30.00

	
	NLW
	Newsletter
	£108.00

	
	Garden Care
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Post Office
	Directory
	£30.00

	
	Carpet Bowls
	Directory
	£7.00

	
	Youth Club
	Directory
	£35.00

	
	Tang Soo Do
	Directory
	£35.00

	
	Old Road Securities
	Directory
	£985.00

	
	Barton Petroleum
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	ORA
	Directory
	£35.00

	
	Day Centre
	Directory
	£35.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Glass recycling
	£438.35

	
	NatWest 
	Refund of charges 
	£23.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£5.56

	
	Nationwide
	Interest
	£4.02

	
	Hampshire Bank
	Interest
	£1,126.08

	
	
	Total
	£6,961.01


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms January & February
	£307.66
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions January & February
	£3,221.82
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses October - December 2018
	£47.17
	1499

	
	Oakley Properties
	2019 Riverside Meadow rent 
	£100.00
	1500

	
	Bodsey Ecology 
	NDP Habitats Assessment
	£324.00
	1501

	
	RBL Poppy Appeal
	Remembrance wreath 
	£18.00
	1502

	
	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 04.02.19.  2hrs @£6 p.h.
	£12.00
	1503


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Riches Skips 
	Emptying bottle bank 03.01.19, 24.01.19. & 15.02.19.
	£252.00
	1504

	Tree People
	Tree works at The Furlong and Riverside Meadow
	£1,200.00
	1505

	Lewis Woodland Services
	Hedge works and crushing hardcore at allotments
	£888.00
	1506

	White Hart Press
	Printing Directory
	£985.00
	1507

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 05.03.19.  3 hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1508

	
	Total
	£7,373.65
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) review of bus shelter cleaner & litter picker performance & wages
	

	
	Council was content with the performance of the bus shelter cleaner and litter picker.
	

	
	Living wage would be increased to £8.21 p/h w.e.f. 01.04.19. therefore litter picker’s salary would need to be increased.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that salary be increased to £8.21 p/h i.e. £305.14 per month w.e.f. 01.04.19.
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Bus shelter cleaning wage was within the living wage but proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that it be increased by 1% to £33.97 per month w.e.f. 01.04.19.

Resolved
	Clerk
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	c) review of Clerk’s salary
	

	
	2018 national pay agreement covered the period to 31.03.20.  Scale points had been changed so previous point 35 had become 29.  
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that Clerk’s salary be increased to £12,440.32 (scale point 30) for 14 hours p.w. w.e.f. 01.04.19.
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Date of Next Meeting – 2nd April 2019 – Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	
	


