OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 08.01.19.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8th January 2019 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), S Fardon, M. Frampton, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  J Abbott (business), P Jones (personal), P Phillips (illness) 

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Nicholas for item 8 as an allotment tenant.  Cllr. White for item 20b as known to one of the contractors and Cllr. Sansom for item 20c as Chair of Bedfordshire CPRE  

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th December 2018:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported faulty lights in Grenidge Way, Lincroft & Dewlands and requested leaves be swept from Church Lane footway.  Damaged verge in Hunts Path had been reported and Bedford BC had issued enforcement letters.  Station Road would be closed 16.01.18. for the Lincroft Bedfordia cross country race.  Pavenham Road hedge had been cut back.
	

	
	20mph zones - Bedford BC had advised that there were no funds available for the introduction of 20mph limits.  20mph zones being installed around the Borough were being paid for from Ward Councillors’ funds.  Bedford BC would add Oakley to the list a speed limits to be reviewed should monies become available but suggested Council might wish to approach the Ward Councillor for funding
	

	
	Speed Cameras – Bedford BC had confirmed that all cameras were operational and 19 notices of intended prosecution were issued in November.   
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 4th December 2018: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Speed Indicator Sign
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that there was a difference between a Speed Watch group observing traffic flows for a short period in a location in the camera zone and a sign being left in place for several months but the Borough was seeking clarification from the Police.  Sign would be delivered next week and would be located initially in one of the roads without cameras.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	There were 3 crimes in December, 1 dog incident, 1 criminal damage to a vehicle and 1 theft from a vehicle. 
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Allotments:
	Action

	
	a) maintenance
	

	
	Clerk had requested quotations for crushing hardcore and hedging works and had received one for £90 + VAT to trim the inside of the allotment and orchard hedge, £350 + VAT to remove vegetation from the ditch to the end of the orchard, £300 + VAT to crush the hardcore and an additional £75 + VAT to spread on the track (total £815).  A second contractor had quoted £250 to cut back the hedge, £250 to clear the ditch, £300 to clear the hardcore and £175 to spread on the track (total £975)
Clerk noted that allotment budget had been spent but monies could be moved from the bus shelter budget which had not been used
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £740 excluding spreading the chippings be accepted and monies moved from bus shelter budget
Resolved

Cllr. Sansom had pruned the orchard and replaced stakes as necessary and Council thanked him.  One tree needed replacing and this could be done when the orchard was extended.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) access by Network Rail contractors
	

	
	Network Rail contractors had requested permission to use the allotments to access the trackside to clear vegetation.  Work would entail removing the fence and would begin w/c 07.01.19. for two to three weeks.  Cllr. Nicholas noted that the track was close to the ditch in part and Clerk to warn contractors and ask them to contact Council if they had any concerns.  Cllr. Nicholas would meet contractors on site if he was available.  Council agreed to take photographs of the site before work began and Cllr. Nicholas volunteered.  Council was content to permit access provided fence was replaced and any damage to the allotment land made good.
	Clerk
SN
Clerk
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	9.
	Defibrillator:
	Action

	
	Lincroft School had advised that they would be interested in moving their defibrillator onto the Sports Hall wall and were checking that their existing defibrillator would fit in a yellow box.  They were seeking a quotation for the electrical work to install and would want Council to cover the cost.  They had also suggested a sign on one of the posts outside the school.  Clerk had asked the Fire Service about supplying yellow boxes and awaiting a response.  Council to discuss again in March.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Christmas Lights 2018:
	Action

	
	Lights had been well received and Clerk had thanked contractor and JAP Sound who had stored the cherry picker.  Cllr. White noted that Wootton had lights on lamp posts which were very popular and Clerk to enquire about the cost and contractor who supplied them.  Council also discussed the possibility of lights on Reynes Drive on the corner of the Green.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Calendar of Meetings 2019/20:
	Action

	
	Clerk tabled a calendar of meetings for 2018/19

02.04.19. Annual Parish Meeting



05.11.19.

07.05.19. (provided election is uncontested)


03.12.19.

04.06.19.





02.01.20. Finance Advisory Group (Thursday)

02.07.19.





07.01.20.
 

03.09.19.





03.03.20.

01.10.19.





07.04.20. Annual Parish Meeting

Resolved to accept

	

	
	
	

	12.
	Quarterly Play Inspection:
	Action

	
	Inspection had revealed no new issues since the annual inspection except that the zip wire seat as too low and the noughts & crosses post at The Furlong was letting in water.  Clerk had reported the zip wire and post to Hags who had repaired the zip wire.  Awaiting repairs to the post. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Spring Litter Pick:
	Action

	
	Council agreed to hold a litter pick in April and suggested 06.04.19. if the rural skip was not in the village and Scouts were available.  Clerk to check skip dates with Bedford BC and availability of the Scouts and request that litter be collected.  Cllr. Walker volunteered to collect litter picking equipment.    
	Clerk

JW

	
	
	

	14.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) Lovell Road crossing
	

	
	Bedford BC had forwarded their calculation of the CIL due on the Parrott’s Yard development and confirmed that there were no other s.106 payments liable.  Council was concerned that the amount had reduced considerably from the original sum and Clerk to request an accounting breakdown of the calculation.  Clerk also to ask for a calculation of the s.278 (highways) payment and New Homes Bonus and how these would be spent.  Cllr. Sansom noted that both Cambridgeshire and Wiltshire County Councils listed the cost of a basic zebra crossing as £17K on their websites rather than the £50K suggested by Bedford BC and Clerk to pursue with Bedford BC.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) no verge parking scheme in Lincroft
	

	
	Bedford BC had confirmed that “no verge parking schemes” would have to be paid for by the parish and that a scheme in Lincroft would cost around £2,500.  As building work was ongoing near the bend, Council agreed to monitor for 6 months and review in June.  Councillors would take photographs of particular issues and an article would be included in the March Newsletter reminding residents to be considerate when carrying out building work.
	PP/JW

	
	
	

	
	c) broken gate at Highfield Road bridleway
	

	
	Gate post had broken and a local contractor had removed it for safe keeping.  He had suggested replacing the post with a metal one and Clerk to ask him to contact Cllr. White to discuss further.
	PW

	
	
	

	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Local Plan was submitted for inspection on 14.12.18. Issues would initially be dealt with by correspondence and an Inquiry held at a later date. The Neighbourhood Plan was tracking the progress of the Local Plan.  Bedford BC had requested views on their budget for 2019/20 but no figures were yet available.  Police and Fire Service were looking to increase their part of the Council Tax.  East/West Rail was experiencing problems and there were suggestions that it might not proceed.  Cllr. Sansom commented that the site of the East/West Rail Bedford link was critical.  A new station at the existing Bedford station site would result in the line continuing to the north and would open North Bedfordshire to development. 
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	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 4th December 2018 
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/02646/FUL – single storey front/side and one/two storey rear extensions at 14 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.12.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/02802/FUL – 1 & 2 storey extensions at 14 Lovell Road 




	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 12.12.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/02746/TPO – reduce willow back to previous points at 55A High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.12.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/02745/TPO – remove poplar at 55 High Street 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.12.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/02820/TPO – crown lift yew and various trees at 88A Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.12.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 18/02584/TPO – reduce oak to previous points & deadwood at 55B High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 21.12.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 18/02812/FUL – erection of single storey timber clad garden studio/office at 31 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 21.12.18.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 4th December 2018

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/03001/FUL – single storey rear extension & pitched roof to garage to form gym at Tall Trees, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that a gym of this size would be overdevelopment of the site, out of keeping in a residential area and would adversely impact on the adjacent neighbour because of its size.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/03066/FUL – single storey side/rear extension and replacement garage roof to create storage at 68 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/03070/FUL – extension & conversion of garage to granny annex at Westwoods House, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the new plan had not addressed the adverse impact on the neighbour

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 18/03126/TPO – remove oak at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection to the felling of an oak tree unless the Tree Officer deems it necessary

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/03127/TPO – fell Norway spruce plantation & replace with native species at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 18/03128/TPO – reduce yews by 3m at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	17.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that another Locality grant had been approved for work on the submission statements.  Consultants were also considering responses to the October consultation and members of the NDP Group had met with some of the residents objecting to the site assessment.
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	18.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	a) BoBLAF – “lost” rights of way
	

	
	Borough of Bedford Local Access Forum (BoBLAF) had advised that any “lost” rights of way must be identified before 01.01.26. and Bedford BC would offer a workshop on gathering information about “lost” ways if there was sufficient interest.  Cllr. Jones had volunteered to attend a workshop but Council was not aware of any “lost” ways in Oakley.
	PJ

	
	
	

	
	b) Beds Fire & Rescue – consultation on budget 2019/20
	

	
	Fire Service was proposing an increase of 2.99% (£2.86 p.a. for a Band D property) in their part of the Council Tax.  They were also seeking views on whether a rise between £3.00 and £5.00 would be supported and if there were any areas that should be considered for efficiency savings.  Council had no comments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Lincroft & Oakley Schools had requested a grant of £2,000 towards the cost of new play equipment for use at break time and lunchtime. Both schools had new year groups and wanted play equipment to support students’ overall health and wellbeing.  Total cost of the project was £4,000 and the balance was to be raised from the PTA Christmas Raffle.  Lincroft had received £6,945.60 S. 106 monies in 2014 for new cricket nets but no previous donations.  Still awaiting accounts so deferred to March meeting.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 31st December 2018
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.12.18.
	£57,057.84

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.18.
	£17,206.03

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,694.04

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£85,000.00


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Willsher
	Allotment
	£35.42

	
	Power Academy of Dance
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	Power Academy of Dance
	Directory
	£30.00

	
	Day
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	Seager
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	V C Property
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	Bays
	Allotment
	£16.00

	
	Ashley Builders
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	Sundorne
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	Bedfordia
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	O for coffee
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	NatWest
	Compensation
	£100.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£6.04

	
	Nationwide
	Interest
	£436.93

	
	
	Total
	£1,064.39


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms December
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions December
	
	d/d

	
	Loades
	Play equipment inspection
	£72.00
	1493

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£90.49
	1494


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 02.11.8, 23.11.18. & 07.12.18.
	£252.00
	1495

	Light Refreshment
	Christmas lights - second payment
	£3,000.00
	1496

	CPM Playgrounds
	Play equipment repairs
	£1,200.00
	1497

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 02.01.19. & 08.01.19.  4hrs @£6 p.h.
	£24.00
	1498

	
	Total
	£6,432.76
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 08.01.19.
	5.

	
	b) grass cutting 2019/20



	

	
	Clerk had requested quotations for grass and hedge cutting from six contractors and received responses from four.  Clerk had obtained two references for the contractor quoting £10,420 and since the last meeting the current contractors had quoted £8,000 and £1,500 (£9,500).
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that quotation for £10,420 be accepted as the final quotation had been received after the deadline and there had been problems with the standard of their work last year.
Resolved by a majority of 4 to 1
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) budget & precept 2019/20


	

	
	The Finance Group recommended two new items of expenditure for 2019/20:- 

£10,000 for the Lovell Road crossing (Council had already agreed to spend £5,000 of the CIL to prepare a scheme for the crossing) and £5,000 to begin replacing the rotting bollards around the Green.  

Group had recommended that the monies for replacing the bollards be taken from the open space maintenance interest currently invested.  Group had also recommended that the tree budget be increased to £6,000 following the recent ruling on tree inspections, the Linch Furlong budget be increased to £500 and the planting budget be increased to £500 at the request of the volunteers who maintained the War Memorial and village signs.  Any repairs to the Linch Furlong sculptures should also be taken from the open space interest and bins should be rationalised on a rolling programme as and when monies were available.

Non-precept income was expected to increase in 2019/20 due to a larger VAT refund, as a result of expenditure on new play equipment.  Expenditure was likely to reduce by approximately £30,000 because of the payment of £40,000 for play equipment in 2018/19 offset by £10,000 for the new crossing.
Finance Group recommended a precept of £52,800 which would increase the band D rate by 1.9% from £53.54 to £54.58 p.a.
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that the proposed budget be adopted and a precept of £52,800 be set for 2019/20 
Resolved
Chair & Clerk signed the precept request

Council thanked the volunteers who maintained the War Memorial and village signs.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Investment Bond

	

	
	Clerk had confirmed that the Nationwide 95 day bond was still the best option and £58,694.04 had been invested.
The Hampshire Bank investment would mature on 15.01.19. and a further one-year bond would pay 1.55% and a two-year bond 1.75%.  Council had agreed to use £5,000 of investment for replacing the bollards and agreed that the work would need to be carried out before next January.
Therefore, proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that £81,098.95 be re-invested in a one-year bond

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that expenses of £47.17 for the period October – December 2018 be paid
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Date of Next Council Meeting: 5th March 2019 





	


