OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.12.18.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th December 2018 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
G Sansom (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Frampton, (personal), P Phillips (illness) J. Walker (personal)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Nicholas for item 9 as an allotment tenant.  Cllr. Olney for item 13d) as a neighbour.  Cllr. Abbott for item 16 as a member of the Sharnbrook Academy Trust.  Cllr. White for item 17b) as a business associate of one of the contractors quoting.

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th November 2018:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported trees overhanging the footway and covering the street light between no. 5 Church Lane and the Bedford Arms to Bedford BC.  Clerk had asked resident to cut back overhanging bushes in Reynes Drive and work had been carried out.
	

	
	Allotments – insurance company had confirmed that volunteer under 16 would be covered by Council Public and Employers Liability insurance but not for Personal Accident.  Council would need to carry out a risk assessment which Clerk had completed.  Volunteer had also signed a disclaimer and would be supervised by a parent at all times
	

	
	Local Democracy – No response from the Mayor about lack of consultation on the Cranfield Airport planning application and speed cameras.  Clerk had chased Highways about the cameras and they had confirmed that the SIM card would be operational from 06.12.18.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 6th November 2018: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) Priority Setting Meeting 20.11.18.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones had attended and reported that there was a short presentation and discussion in groups with PCSOs.  Priority for the Oakley Group had been changed to prevention of vehicle crime.  
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Speed Watch event 14.11.18.
	

	
	Four vehicles were recorded speeding in Pavenham Road on 14.11.18. and one for which the registration number was incorrect.  Speed Watch Group had identified locations where they wanted to fix the speed sign and would require a new pole in Pavenham Road.  Clerk had requested permission and a new pole from Highways, who had advised that the moveable sign should not be used in roads where there are speed cameras as they affected the evidence pack for the cameras.  Council agreed that Clerk should pursue with Bedford BC as not all vehicles in the camera zones passed both cameras.  Morelock had advised that the invoice would need to be paid before the equipment was despatched and Council was content.
Cllr. Nicholas noted that 20 mph zones had been created in Bedford and Bromham and Clerk to request for the central part of the village – Reynes Drive, Dewlands, Ruffs Furze, Lincroft etc.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	There were 10 crimes in October, 3 assaults, 1 arson, 1 burglary, 1 attempted burglary, 1 breach of a non-molestation order, 1 criminal damage to a vehicle, 1 theft from a vehicle and 1 interference with a vehicle and 5 in November, 2 assaults, 1 breach of a non-molestation order, 1 sexual and 1 theft from a motor vehicle.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	Hags had expressed their disappointment that Council had not paid the invoice for the new equipment on the Green and had advised that the cableway tensioning was a maintenance not build quality issue.  Hags had subsequently agreed to re-tension the cableway and remove the finger entrapment in The Furlong swing raised by Council’s playground contractor and the work had been completed.  Contractor was also concerned about the crack in the swing post and Hags had advised that cracking in the post is guaranteed for 2 years and had requested payment of the invoice.
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that invoice for £30,978.70 + VAT be paid
Resolved
	Clerk
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	9.
	Allotments:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations for crushing hardcore and hedging works and had received one for £90 + VAT to trim the inside of the allotment and orchard hedge, £350 + VAT to remove vegetation from the ditch to the end of the orchard, £300 + VAT to crush the hardcore and an additional £75 + VAT to spread on the track.  Deferred until further quotations received.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Defibrillator:
	Action

	
	Lincroft School had advised that they would be interested in moving their defibrillator and would investigate and respond.  Clerk was chasing a response.  Lovell Homes did not have a defibrillator and had asked if Council would be prepared to fund one.  Council considered Lincroft a preferable location and Cllr. Abbott volunteered to pursue with the School.  Cllr. White noted that Admiral Properties owned the business park on Station Road and volunteered to ask them about the possibility of installing a defibrillator on their site.
	JA
PW

	
	
	

	11.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Borough Capital Programme
	

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on their Highways capital programme in particular a new bridge over Bromham Road to separate cyclists and pedestrians from vehicles and a commitment of £14 million of capital funds to fill the funding gap and deliver Wixams station. The funds would be recouped from a share of the fares through an agreement with the rail industry.  Council agreed to support both projects.
Lamp columns in Lincroft, Grenidge Way and Dewlands were not working and there were slippery leaves on Church Lane footway.  Clerk to report to Bedford BC.
Parking on footways and verges was an ongoing problem.  Cllr. Olney to include an article in the next Newsletter and Clerk to continue to report to police and investigate a “no parking on verges” scheme for Lincroft  
	Clerk
Clerk

PO

Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Borough now had a camera van to enforce speed limits.  Warning letters would be sent in the first instance and then possible visits from police or fines.  A temporary pedestrian/cycling path would be installed over the railway when Bromham Road was closed for bridge works.  The closure was due to begin in June 2019 for six months.  Works to Sainsbury, Bedford Modern and Cowbridge roundabouts would be completed before the road was closed.  The Local Plan would be considered by the Executive and Full Council on 05.12.18.  The examination was expected in March 2019 but it was hoped that most issues would be resolved beforehand.  Garden waste collections had ended until March 2019.  
Cllr. Olney commented that the Beacon event was excellent and thanked Clerk and the Clapham vicar.  The Christmas Tree light event was very enjoyable and Clerk to thank lighting contractor and churches.  Council also thanked Mrs. White for making the Council Christmas wreath.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 6th November 2018 
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/02346/TPO – remove 2 red oaks at Ashbourne, 45 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but request an expert opinion from the Tree Officer and replacement trees if they are to be removed.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.11.18. with a condition that they are to be replaced with two new red oaks

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 6th November 2018

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/02745/TPO – remove poplar at 55 High Street 




	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/02746/TPO – reduce willow back to previous points at 55A High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/02802/FUL – 1 & 2 storey extensions at 14 Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 18/02812/FUL – erection of single storey timber clad garden studio/office at 31 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/02820/TPO – crown lift yew and various trees at 88A Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Government was undertaking a technical consultation on NPPF updates which included changes to the method for assessing local housing need and land supply.  New calculations for housing land supply, under which the Borough would have only a 3.5 year supply would be used to determine planning applications until the Local Plan was adopted possibly resulting in the submission of speculative applications.

Cllr. Olney had circulated a response citing the potential impact that the proposal could have on the community and the damaging effect on the Neighbourhood Plan and Council was content.  NDP Group would send a similar response.
	PO


	14.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that an article had been included in the Newsletter updating residents on the next steps following the final consultation.  Consultants would be needed to carry out the Habitats Screening and to prepare responses to specific comments from the consultation and the Basic Conditions Statement.  NDP Group was applying for a grant for the Basic Conditions work and Council was content that monies budgeted for the NDP be used for the responses and Habitats Screening.  Analysis of sites against the NDP policies was being carried out and it was expected that the draft NDP would be forwarded to Bedford BC in March 2019.
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Correspondence:  none 
	Action

	
	
	

	16.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Lincroft & Oakley Schools had requested a grant of £2,000 towards the cost of new play equipment for use at break time and lunchtime. Both schools had new year groups and wanted play equipment to support students’ overall health and wellbeing.  Total cost of the project was £4,000 and the balance would be raised from the PTA Christmas Raffle

Lincroft had received £6,945.60 S. 106 monies in 2014 for new cricket nets but no previous donations.
Awaiting accounts so deferred to January meeting.  Cllr. Abbott volunteered to pursue with Lincroft and suggest that they also approach other feeder school parishes for grants.  Cllr. Olney noted that she might be able to contribute from her Ward Fund.
	JA
PO

	
	
	

	17.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 30th November 2018
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.11.18.
	£36,905.56

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.11.18.
	£47,199.99

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,257.11

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£85,000.00


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Oakley IT
	Newsletter
	£216.00

	
	Keyte
	Allotment
	£17.71

	
	Gater
	Allotment
	£35.42

	
	Gilbert
	Allotment
	£17.71

	
	Day
	Allotment
	£35.42

	
	Day
	Allotment
	£16.00

	
	Seager
	Allotment
	£35.42

	
	Deverick
	Allotment
	£35.42

	
	Cox
	Allotment
	£35.42

	
	Campbell
	Allotment
	£17.71

	
	Clark
	Allotment
	£32.00

	
	Weston
	Allotment
	£17.71

	
	Hull
	Allotment
	£35.42

	
	Cooper
	Allotment
	£17.71

	
	Elliott
	Allotment
	£35.42

	
	O for Coffee
	Newsletter
	£72.00

	
	Bedford BC
	CIL
	£5,255.81

	
	Bedford BC
	Bottle Bank glass
	£438.35

	
	Chalker
	Allotment
	£17.71

	
	Sellars
	Allotment
	£17.71

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£7.76

	
	
	Total
	£6,409.83
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms November
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions November
	£1,640.44
	d/d

	
	Village Hall
	S. 137 donation
	£400.00
	1485


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Hags-Smp
	New play equipment on the Green
	£37,174.44
	1486

	Morelock Signs Ltd
	Moveable speed sign 
	£3,339.60
	1487

	Light Refreshment
	Christmas lights - first payment
	£3,000.00
	1488

	VC Property
	Installing bollards on the Green
	£478.80
	1489

	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£740.00
	1490

	SLCC
	Membership renewal
	£156.00
	1491

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 04.12.18.  3hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1492

	
	Total
	£47,101.11
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
Funds needed to be transferred to pay for the play equipment and Council agreed to transfer £30K from the reserve to current account.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) grass cutting 2019/20



	

	
	Clerk had requested quotations for grass and hedge cutting from six contractors and received responses from four.          
	

	
	Quotations had been received for £9,600 & £595 + VAT (£10,195), £9,760 & £650 + VAT (£10,410), £10,000 & £420 + VAT (£10,420), and £13,973.28 & £404 + VAT (£14,377.28)
The cheapest contractor was one Council had previously used but had had problems with, therefore Council agreed that Clerk to obtain references for contractor quoting £10,420 as he was a local company and final decision to be made in January.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) budget 2019/20


	

	
	Rationalisation of dog and litter bins, a defibrillator in a red phone box, adult exercise equipment & recycled plastic bollards on the Green had been suggested.  Recycled plastic posts would cost approximately £114 each but Clerk had obtained a discount for bulk purchase of £9,290 + VAT for 100 posts or £4,645 + VAT for 50 posts.  Clerk noted that the playground contractor had advised that ideally play area gates should be replaced with hydraulic gates at a cost of £1,450 each to buy and install and under new website accessibility regulations new software would be needed.  Clerk had requested a quotation for the software.  Council had resolved that £5K of the CIL monies should be used to prepare a scheme for the Lovell road crossing and agreed monies for the cost of the crossing and replacement bollards were the priorities.  Council to ask in March Newsletter whether residents would be interested in adult exercise equipment.
	PP/JW

	
	
	

	
	d) Investment Bond

	

	
	Nationwide investment bond would mature on 13.12.18.  Nationwide offered a new one year bond at 0.75% or a 95 day notice bond at 1.1%.  The best alternative was Hampshire Bank but Council already had an investment with them.  Other alternatives were a NatWest one year Treasury Bond at 0.92%, a Barclays one year Treasury Bond at 0.7% or two year at 1.05% and Santander one year Treasury Bond at 0.5%.  Clerk noted that Nationwide was launching new products on 07.12.18. which might or might not have better interest rates.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that Clerk to check rates after 07.12.18. and investment be made in the 95 day bond if this was still the best option

Resolved
	Clerk


	
	
	

	18.
	Date of Next Council Meeting: 2nd January 2019 – Finance Group
                                       
          8th January 2019 





	


