OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 06.11.18.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th November 2018 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  J Abbott (business), P Phillips (illness)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Nicholas for item 13 as an allotment tenant.  Cllrs. Olney and Walker for item 17e) as members of the Methodist Church.  Cllr. White for item 20 as Chair of Village Hall Committee

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2018:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested Bedford BC to cut back the trees overhanging the footway and street light near the Bedford Arms, trim the sycamore in Ruffs Furze, clear Church Lane footway and repair the road surface under the burned lorry in Church Lane.  Work to raise the kerb and install wooden bollards at the junction of Station Road/High Street would require a road closure and would not be carried out until February. Vehicles blocking Lovell Road, High Street & Pavenham Road footways had been reported to police and Parking Services.  Bedford BC had inspected trees on Lincroft green and as they are in good health, they had decided not to prune them.  Residents had been advised that they are entitled to cut back any overhanging branches.
	

	
	Litter Picker/Bus Shelter Cleaner – Mrs. Lewis had been appointed to both posts
	

	
	Local Democracy – No response yet from the Mayor about lack of consultation on the Cranfield Airport planning application and speed cameras.  
	

	
	Village signs – refurbishment was ongoing
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 2nd October 2018: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) Priority Setting Meeting 20.11.18.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones volunteered to attend.
	PJ

	
	
	

	
	b) Speed Watch equipment & events 03.10.18, 18.10.18. & 30.10.18.
	

	
	Morelock had advised that they were unable to provide a demonstration to Speed Watch members and Clerk had arranged for Speed Watch Group to discuss requirements with a member of Carlton Speed Watch.
Speed Watch Group had advised that they would need 5 lockable mounting kits, 4 Speed Watch signs and a high security lock at a cost of £415 + VAT.  In addition, they would like data transfer by email at a cost of £499 + VAT + running costs & three more mounting kits at a cost of £135 + VAT and had suggested 5K be allocated for the sign and equipment.  Clerk noted that sufficient monies remained in the budget.
Council agreed that data transfer by email was unnecessary and Speed Watch Group should come back to Council if they needed more equipment. 
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that an additional £415 + VAT be spent on Speed Watch equipment, bringing the total cost of the sign to £3,398 + VAT 
Resolved
Council thanked the Speed Watch Group for their efforts.
Twelve vehicles were recorded speeding in Pavenham Road on 03.10.18. but none in Lovell Road on 18.10.18. and none in Highfield Road on 30.10.18.  Council was concerned that data from the Pavenham Road cameras was not being forwarded and Clerk to pursue with Head of Highways and the Mayor.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	There were 3 crimes in September, 1 burglary, 1 distraction burglary and 1 attempted theft of a vehicle. October figures were not yet available.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	Ledge on the ship at the green had been repaired and the mats under the slide secured.  Hags had advised that as the site had been open whilst the slide was replaced the £500 discount was all that was available and they had requested payment of the outstanding balance of £30,978.70 + VAT 
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	Zip wire cable had sagged but Hags had advised that it was a maintenance issue not a fault.  Clerk had contacted the contractor repairing the play equipment and he had advised that it would cost £125 + VAT to re-tension the cable.  Council agreed that Hags should be responsible for the work and the invoice should not be paid.  Clerk to ask them to meet with Council 
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. White that quotation for £125 + VAT be accepted and the amount deducted from the Hags invoice

Cllr. White volunteered to chain the seat to prevent accidents until the cable was re-tensioned.
The gate near Burleigh Place was damaged and Clerk to ask contractor to repair.
	Clerk
Clerk

PW

Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Reynes Drive Green Grounds Maintenance:
	Action

	
	Cllr. White had discussed clearing the area more thoroughly with the contractor and contractor would return to remove more of the ivy.  He noted that there was no concrete still to be cleared but he would remove the old fencing.  Council thanked him.
	PW


	10.
	The Furlong Bund:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received three quotations, one for £1,100 + VAT to remove the 3 cherries adjacent to number 20 and any other trees too near the properties, trim shrubs back to 1m from fence and trim hedges at entrance. One for £1,300 + VAT for these works plus removing shrubs around play area and one for £750 + VAT to remove 6 trees, trim hedges at entrance, cut shrubs back to 1m from fence and remove shrubs around play area plus an additional £75 + VAT to trim trees Pavenham side of speed camera 
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotations for £750 and £75 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Bollards at the Green:
	Action

	
	One of the bollards had been knocked out of the ground and broken.  Contractor had quoted £149 + VAT to repair and proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation be accepted
Resolved

Cllr. Nicholas noted that the post had rotted at the bottom and Council to consider replacing other rotting posts with recycled plastic posts in 2019/20 budget
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	2018 Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Light Refreshment had advised that there were limited options for animated lights so they had been unable to provide a proposal for new lights at the crossroads.  Lights would be installed 29 & 30.11.18.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Allotments:
	Action

	
	The meter housing was leaking and Anglian Water had repaired.  Cllr. Nicholas suggested that a separate, accessible main tap would be preferable.  He also noted that dumped hardcore needed removing or crushing and suggested contractors be appointed to maintain the ditch, which was becoming overgrown and cut-back perimeter hedges.  Council agreed that Clerk to write to tenant who had left hardcore asking him to remove or Council would do so and invoice the cost.  Council also agreed to amend the tenancy agreement so that tenants who did not remove waste from the site would be charged the cost of removal.
Council agreed crushing and spreading the hardcore on paths would be the best solution and Clerk to obtain quotations for this, a separate tap and hedge and ditch works
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Review of Policy Documents:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated copies of Council’s Community Engagement Strategy, Complaints Procedure, Disciplinary & Grievance Policy, Equality & Diversity Policy, Health & Safety Policy, Newsletter Advertising Policy and Training Policy.  Council was content with the documents.  
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Lovell Road crossing
	

	
	Councillors had met with Head of Highways to discuss a crossing for Lovell Road at Parrott’s Yard.  Councillors considered that the dropped kerbs and bollards proposed by Bedford BC were inadequate as students walking to school needed to cross onto the footway and residents from Lovell Homes needed to cross to the bus stop.  Bedford BC had agreed that CIL monies from the site should be used for a crossing as the developer’s highway contribution had been allocated to the proposed dropped kerbs and bollards.  A zebra crossing was the Borough’s preferred option and would cost around £50K.  Head of Highways suggested Council use £5K of the CIL money on a design for a crossing and then Bedford BC could provide an exact quotation for the cost of installing.  He suggested Council could allocate monies for the project and Cllr. Olney might use her Ward Fund to contribute to the cost.  Council could also suggest to the developers that they reduce the number of proposed new affordable houses to seven and use the CIL from the remaining three to help fund a scheme.  Council could then seek match funding from the Borough. £10,512 CIL was payable to Council although the second half might not be payable until 2019/20.
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	Clerk noted that monies invested were ring fenced for maintenance.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that £5K of the CIL money be allocated for a crossing design
Resolved

Cllr. White noted that spiny bushes were overhanging the footway in Reynes Drive and Clerk to ask resident to cut back.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that there would be periodic overnight road closures of Bromham Road for bridge works until late June 2019.  Bromham Road would then be closed for six months during which time there would be a temporary walking/cycling bridge.  No other major works would be carried out in Bedford at the same time and the diversion route would be via Ford End Road.  Works to the A6 roundabouts and Manton Lane would be completed before the bridge was closed.  Councillors were concerned about pressure on Oakley bridges particularly if there was flooding at Radwell and Harrold.  2018 Sports Awards would be presented on 10.12.18. and nominations were being sought.  Details at – www.bedford.gov.uk/sportsawards.  The Borough was also seeking new foster carers and adopters – for details see http://www.bedford.gov.uk/health_and_social_care/adoption_and_fostering.aspx 
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 2nd October 2018 
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/02136/FUL – single storey rear extension with pitched roof over garage/porch at 106 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 02.10.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/02091/TPO – fell 3 oaks at Methodist Church, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but saddened that they need to be removed and request a suitable replacement tree/s 

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 10.10.18. with a condition that a replacement Persian Ironwood to be planted

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/01509/FUL – 2 storey front & rear extensions to provide first floor accommodation at Tall Trees, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.10.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 18/02296/FUL – single storey rear extension & alterations at 1 Hunts Path

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.10.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/02317/TPO – works to various trees in woodland at Courtyard Barn, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.10.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 18/00673/FUL – 1 & 2 storey rear extensions incorporating conversion of outbuilding at 102 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided neighbours are content

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.10.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 18/01778/FUL – change of use of agricultural buildings to 
children’s day nursery (D1) at College Farm, Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection because of concerns about accessing the site safely and the impact on the Pre-School.  There is no footway on Lovell Road or the single carriageway entrance drive and several businesses already use the drive.  Whilst there is no village provision for babies Pre-School provision for 2 & 3-year olds would be affected.
Council agreed to withdraw their objection provided Bedford BC took comments on the highway safety issues and impact on the Pre-School into account when making a decision.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 31.10.18. with conditions that a 2m footway, passing place, access and junction works to be completed before occupation.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 2nd October 2018

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/02584/TPO – reduce oak to previous points & deadwood at 55B High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/02646/FUL – single storey front/side and one/two storey rear extensions at 14 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Application No.
	c) 18/02649/FUL – replacement roof to create additional habitable space & 1½ storey rear extension at 92 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment and the terrace and windows at the side overlooking neighbours

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 18/02684/MAF – erection of 10 affordable dwellings & green space at 24 Lovell Road (Parrott’s Yard)

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment, loss of business units, which Council considered were not sufficiently well marketed and single tenure.  Council supported the inclusion of social rented housing but the affordable units should be mixed throughout the site.  If Bedford BC was minded to grant the application Council would want a contribution towards a crossing on Lovell Road and a condition to prevent parking on Lovell Road. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/02691/FUL – prefabricated building for Oakley Pre-School in paddock behind Methodist Church

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	statutory six-week consultation on draft Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that feedback forms were being analysed and she thanked everyone who had responded.  Consultation and Basic Conditions Statements would be finalised by the consultants and it was hoped to complete the plan and submit to Bedford BC by February 2019.  Next meeting was 08.11.18.  Cllr. Olney was seeking clarification from Bedford BC whether, if granted permission, the additional 10 houses at Parrott’s yard could be set against the village allocation.
	PO

	
	
	

	19.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	a) Resident – request for another defibrillator
	

	
	Resident had requested another defibrillator possibly at the old garage and training to enable more residents to use them.  Clerk noted that there was one at the schools but it was not accessible outside of school hours. Residents did not need to be trained to use defibrillators, they would be given instructions by the ambulance service and the machine itself.  Council had run an awareness course when the one at the Village Hall was installed but it was very poorly attended.  Another machine would need the permission of the building owner, an electrical connection from the building to maintain the temperature in winter and someone would need to check it and report the checks to the Community Heartbeat Trust.

Clerk to ask Lincroft School if they would be willing to put their defibrillator on the outside of the building if Council provided a box and check whether there was one at Lovell Homes.  Council to reconsider in December.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – consultation on draft Empty Homes Strategy 2019 - 24
	

	
	Council had no comments
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Village Hall – AGM 20.11.18.
	

	
	Cllr. White to attend
	PW

	
	
	

	20.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Village Hall had requested a grant of £400 towards the cost of a new boiler.  The total cost of project was £4,140 and balance would be obtained from £1,000 from Tesco Bags for Help, £575 from Oakley Show and £2,165 from Cllr. Olney’s Ward Fund.  Nine Committee Members were all Oakley residents, the Hall was available to all residents and had a balance of £10,228.08 at end of September 
Clerk noted £2,200 remained in the budget.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £400 be donated

Resolved – S.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 31st October 2018
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.10.18.
	£38,720.41

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.10.18.
	£47,192.23

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,257.11

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£85,000.00
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	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Fordham
	Allotment rent
	£53.79

	
	Nicholas
	Allotment rent
	£35.42

	
	Elsby/Osmond
	Allotment rent
	£35.42

	
	Walker
	Allotment rent
	£17.71

	
	Mills
	Allotment rent
	£17.71

	
	Marshall
	Allotment rent
	£35.42

	
	Bubbins
	Allotment rent
	£35.42

	
	Clark
	Allotment rent
	£16.00

	
	Percival
	Allotment rent
	£35.42

	
	Whatley
	Allotment rent
	£35.42

	
	Wright
	Allotment rent
	£17.71

	
	Cerski
	Allotment rent
	£17.71

	
	Hutson
	Allotment rent
	£17.71

	
	Skipper
	Allotment rent
	£35.42

	
	Lincroft School
	Allotment rent
	£17.71

	
	Methodist Church
	Directory
	£50.00

	
	Oakley Upholstery
	Newsletter
	£60.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Grass cutting contribution
	£1,171.33

	
	ORA
	Newsletter advertising
	£432.00

	
	NAO Services
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	Gascoyne Plumbing
	Newsletter advertising
	£144.00

	
	Sharnbrook Golf Club
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	Almond Garage Doors
	Newsletter advertising
	£216.00

	
	Whites Engineering
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	Hazel Kaye
	Newsletter advertising
	£240.00

	
	Dawkins
	Newsletter advertising
	£72.00

	
	Testa Plumbing
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	W H Peacock
	Newsletter advertising
	£216.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£9.76

	
	
	Total
	£3,467.08

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms October
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions October
	£1,305.83
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses July - September
	£49.00
	1475

	
	Hags-SMP 
	New equipment at The Furlong
	£9,824.88
	1476

	
	Bedford BC
	Annual allotment site rent 
	£840.00
	d/d


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Reynolds
	Grass cutting 12.09.18, 29.09.18, 14.10.18. & 22.10.18. and annual hedge cutting
	4200.00
	1477

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 30.09.18 & 31.10.18
	£168.00
	1478

	VC Property
	Installing bollards on the Green
	£1,104.00
	1479

	Came & Company
	Additional insurance for new play equipment
	£340.82
	1480

	Bedford BC
	Moving Lovell Road dog bin 
	£96.36
	1481

	Dando
	Autumn bedding plants
	£44.20
	1482

	Clapham PC
	Photocopying NDP & beacon fliers plus litter picker hoop & gloves
	£39.27
	1483

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 17.10.18. & 06.11.18.  5hrs @£6 p.h.
	£30.00
	1484

	
	Total
	£18,196.19
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) grass cutting 2019/20



	

	
	Council was content with current schedule.
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	c) new projects 2019/20


	

	
	Council agreed to consider a new crossing at Lovell Road and replacement bollards for the green in the 2019/20 budget.  Cllr. Frampton suggested rationalising dog and litter bins and replacing dog bins with dual purpose bins provided Bedford BC would empty them.  Cllr. Saunders noted that dog mess was particularly bad on the footpaths by the twin bridges and Lovell Road railway bridge.  Cllr. Jones volunteered to compile a list of current dog and litter bins.  Cllr. Nicholas suggested extending the community orchard onto the rough ground at the end of the allotments.  The fence would need to be removed, the area seeded and approximately 8 new fruit trees planted.
	PJ

Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of Next Council Meeting: 4th December 2018 
	


