OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 02.10.18.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2018 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, G Sansom, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 3 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  

	
	Representatives from Grand Union Housing, GC Planning & Parrott’s advised that there had been no interest in the office block on their Lovell Road site and they would therefore be submitting a new application for 10 houses in its place.  There would be 6 semi-detached & 4 detached properties of which 5 would be shared ownership and 5 affordable rent with 25 car parking spaces and a green area at the rear.  See item 14. 

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: P Olney (personal), P Phillips (illness), R Saunders (business)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  none

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th September 2018:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – the dip in the layby adjacent to Judge’s Spinney, dead trees on the Ruffs Furze green and slippery apple pulp and leaves on Ruffs Furze and Lovell Road footways had been reported to Bedford BC.  Clerk had also asked for the willow in Ruffs Furze and trees on Lincroft green to be trimmed and hedges along Highfield Road footpath and Station Road field to be cut back.  Reports of vehicles obstructing the footways in Highfield Road & High Street had been passed to police & Parking Services.
	

	
	Local Democracy – Awaiting a response from the Mayor about lack of consultation on the Cranfield Airport planning application and speed cameras.  Clerk to chase
	Clerk

	
	Village signs – signs had been removed for refurbishment
	

	
	Grass Cutting – Clerk had returned the 2018 Grass Cutting Agreement to Bedford BC
	

	
	HGVs in Pavenham Road – Clerk had written to AMCO but no response yet received
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 4th September 2018: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) Police & Crime Commissioner’s (PCC) Parishes’ Meeting 13.09.18.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones reported that the event was poorly attended but informative.  PCC had stressed that Bedfordshire Police was still very underfunded and she urged attendees to write to the Police and Fire Minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer requesting more funding.  Cllr. Jones noted that she had also written to Mr. Burt and he had confirmed that he and other local MPs were pressing for more funding.  Police had increased in numbers and many of the Special Constables recruited earlier in the year were now operational, but police were hoping to run another training scheme soon as 300 officers were needed to bring the force up to strength.  Chief Constable stressed that Bedfordshire worked very successfully in co-operation with the Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire Forces.  Crime reporting had been made easier via www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report and www.ruralcrimereortingline.uk and a new rural crime number 0800 7830137.  A WhatsApp Group had also been set up with the NFU.  Some gypsies and travellers were involved with modern slavery, hare coursing and fly tipping particularly in the south of the county and drones were being used successfully to help fight these crimes.  
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Speed Watch equipment & event 24.09.18.
	

	
	Dates for the demonstration of the sign to Speed Watch members had yet to be arranged.  A Speed Watch event was held 24.09.18. in the High Street and events would be held on 03.10.18. in Pavenham Road and 18.10.18. in Lovell Road.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	September crime figures were not yet available.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	a) new equipment
	

	
	Swing at The Furlong had broken and had been repaired by Hags.  Other issues with the new equipment raised in the annual inspection of The Furlong had been rectified and proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that the invoice for £9,824.88 be paid

Resolved
	Clerk
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	Hags had offered a £500 discount as it had taken 14 months to complete the work on the Green but Council considered this insufficient and Clerk had advised Hags.  Cllr. White reported that supports for the ledge on the ship had bent and that mats under the slides were flapping.  Council therefore agreed not to pay the invoice and Clerk to ask Hags to carry out repairs.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) annual inspection
	

	
	Inspection had indicated that wetpour had shrunk, gates needed adjusting, weeds needed removing from dog grid, a cap was missing from the sign post, fence had been damaged, ground needed levelling around seats, metal seat & roundabout needed repainting, inserts were missing on the log balance and rough edges needed smoothing, moss/algae on the seesaw, activity trail & around the table tennis table needed removing, there were dents & graffiti on the slide and the soundproofing was missing, bolt covers & fixings were missing on the junior multiplay, bitumen around goal & the table tennis table was damaged, bolt covers were missing on the multiplay and the rope was pressing against the framework.  At The Furlong, information signs were needed, fence was damaged, surface was uneven in places, gates needed adjusting, weeds needed removing from dog grid, bench needed re-staining and fixings were loose, bolt covers missing & alga needed removing on the multiplay.  Clerk had requested quotations for repairs.  Cllr. White noted that he had fixed an information sign to the adjacent lamp post and Clerk to check it was still in place.  Cllr. Sansom suggested the shrubs around the play area were removed and the area grassed
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that £1,500 be allocated for Clerk to arrange repairs
Resolved
Cllr. White volunteered to repair the disabled swing seat and Council thanked him
	Clerk
Clerk

PW

	
	
	

	9.
	Reynes Drive Green Grounds Maintenance:
	Action

	
	Reynes Drive green had been cleared 21.09.18. but there were concrete slabs which need removing and contractor had suggested the ground needed scraping.  Neighbouring resident had requested a meeting to discuss ongoing maintenance.  Clerk had asked grass cutting contractor to mow the cleared area each cut and had advised the resident.  Cllr. White suggested that contractor could have cleared the area more thoroughly and volunteered to pursue with him and to consider how best to remove the concrete.
	PW


	10.
	The Furlong Bund:
	Action

	
	Clerk had met with Borough Tree Officer on site 01.10.18. and she advised that the three cherry trees adjacent to number 20 and any other trees very close to the houses should be removed as they cannot be successfully reduced to hedge height.  Maples could be cut back and the trees at the rear of the bund were far enough away from properties to be trimmed to a metre from the fence line.  Clerk to obtain quotations for November meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	New Litter Picker & Bus Shelter Cleaner:
	Action

	
	Four applications had been received for the posts – all were content to carry out both jobs with one on a job share basis.  Council agreed to interview all applicants and Cllrs. Frampton, Nicholas and Walker to form the interview panel.   Clerk to arrange.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	2018 Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Light Refreshment had yet to forward a proposal for new lights at the crossroads and Council was content with existing lighting scheme again this year.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Standing Orders:
	Action

	
	NALC had revised Standing Orders to correct a mistake concerning reference to section 2 of the Annual Return, to remove the requirement to appoint a Data Protection Officer and to include reference to an existing list of approved suppliers under a framework agreement for contracts in excess of 25K.
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that amendments be incorporated into Oakley Standing Orders

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Parrott’s Yard Development & Lovell Road Crossing:
	Action

	
	Councillors were concerned about the loss of employment land, that there was no social rented housing and that additional housing increased the need for a zebra or pedestrian operated crossing on Lovell Road.  Council to discuss at the November meeting once the planning application had been issued for consultation.
	

	
	Council considered that the dropped kerbs, tactile paving and bollards proposed by Bedford BC instead of a crossing were unsafe given the number of young people walking to the schools and that the residents of Lovell Homes needed to cross to the bus stop.  Clerk to arrange a meeting with Highways on a Thursday evening before the November Council meeting.  Cllr. Abbott noted that the Portfolio Holder supported the case for a full crossing.
	Clerk
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	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned that Pavenham Road cameras were not operational and about claims by the Mayor in a recent leaflet circulated in the village.  Council had paid half the cost of the cameras and should be entitled to a refund or should take legal action against the Borough if they were not being used.  Cllr. Abbott advised that he would pursue with the Mayor and that Pavenham Road was being enforced and data would be available for September.
	JA

	
	Chair noted that rubbish had been fly tipped on the slip road from the A6 to Brown’s Wood and Clerk to report to Bedford BC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	In the absence of Cllr. Olney, Chair reported that the Putnoe Walk-In Centre would continue to operate for two more years but weekday opening hours would be shorter as the Urgent Treatment Centre at South Wing was now open.  Funding for the Wixams Station had been agreed but Network Rail had not yet decided to proceed.  The draft Local Plan had been issued for consultation and the end date had been amended to 2030 to account for the shortfall in housing following the collapse of the Colworth site.  Cllr. Fardon noted that the evening train service was still poor and suggested that the delay-repay scheme be advertised in the next Newsletter. 
	PP/JW

	
	
	

	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 4th September 2018 
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/01819/FUL – single storey side/rear extensions & external alterations at 32 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.09.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/02097/LBC – removal of 20th century floor boards & replacement with reclaimed boards at 29 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 21.09.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/02028/FUL – single storey rear extension at 4 Farsands





	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 26.09.18.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 4th September 2018

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/02296/FUL – single storey rear extension & alterations at 1 Hunts Path

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/02317/TPO – works to various trees in woodland at Courtyard Barn, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/02346/TPO – remove 2 red oaks at Ashbourne, 45 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but request an expert opinion from the Tree Officer and replacement trees if they are to be removed.


	
	Bedford BC – consultation on Local Plan 2030
	Action

	
	Council was concerned that the new end date would mean the Local Plan would have to be reviewed as soon as it was agreed.  There was likely to be less consultation on the review than on the Plan and if more housing was allocated in the review, Neighbourhood Plans could become redundant.  There were also cost implications of constant reviews.  Council agreed that 500 houses was too many for Sharnbrook given the narrow High Street and the impact on roads in surrounding villages.  The site of the Bedford station on the Oxford/Cambridge rail link had yet to be decided and if it was in Bedford, the line would continue to the north and open up North Bedfordshire to development.  Twinwoods, Thurleigh and Wyboston had not been discounted as new settlements and the impact of the review on local infrastructure could be substantial.  Clerk to submit a response.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	statutory six-week consultation on draft Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	Chair reported that the final consultation was underway but if the additional houses on the Parrot’s site were approved these could be set against Oakley’s allocation and a further consultation would be needed.  NDP Group to consider.  Council agreed to carry out a further leaflet drop of the feedback form w/c 22.10.18. with a headline reminder to residents to complete it by 31.10.18.  Clerk to post a reminder on the COPS Facebook page too.
	Clerk
ALL/

Clerk
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	19.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	a) Bedford Association Cultural Project Meeting 09.10.18.
	

	
	Bedford Association Cultural Project was a newly formed group, who wanted to organise a cultural carnival in association with local communities and businesses.  Initial meeting was 09.10.18. and Cllrs. Abbott and Fardon to notify Scout Group and Youth Club respectively.
	JA/SF

	
	
	

	
	b) BATPC – AGM 18.10.18.
	

	
	No-one available to attend
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Rt. Hon. Mr. Burt MP – meeting with parishes 10.11.18.
	

	
	Cllrs Walker & Jones to attend
	

	
	
	

	
	d) Bedford BC – consultation on Older Persons’ Accommodation Strategy 2018-23
	

	
	Council had no comments
	

	
	
	

	
	e) Bedford BC – consultation on Draft Tenancy Strategy 2019-24
	

	
	Council had no comments
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 30th September 2018
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.18.
	£50,739.26

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.18.
	£47,182.47

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,257.11

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£85,000.00


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Bottle Bank glass
	£547.94

	
	No. 3 Emporium
	Directory 
	£12.50

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - second half
	£25,853.50

	
	
	Total
	£26,413.94

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms September
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions September
	£1,644.86
	d/d

	
	Came & Co
	Insurance renewal
	£1,582.62
	1463


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Reynolds
	Grass cutting
	1200.00
	1464

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 10.08.18 & 31.08.18
	£168.00
	1465

	VC Property
	Fixing collars to bollards on the Green
	£1,038.00
	1466

	Heritage Arboriculture
	Clearing Reynes Drive green
	£420.00
	1467

	Metrosigns
	NDP consultation banners
	£291.60
	1468

	Play Inspection Company
	Annual play equipment inspection
	£156.00
	1469

	White Hart Press
	Printing Autumn Newsletter
	£740.00
	1470

	CPRE
	Membership renewal
	£36.00
	1471

	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£22.53
	1472

	Clapham PC
	Photocopying draft NDP & allotment forms
	£22.50
	1473

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 02.10.18. 3hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1474

	
	Total
	£7,493.94
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) half yearly budget review
	

	
	Receipt and payment figures had been circulated.  Expenditure was in line with budget for all items except that approximately £40K for the new play equipment, which was budgeted in 2017/18, had yet to be paid, nothing had been spent on GDPR as legislation had been amended so that councils no longer needed to appoint a Data Protection Officer and £5K more than budgeted had been spent on the Neighbourhood Plan.  However, the additional NDP expenditure was covered by a grant received in 2017/18.  Income was as expected except that an additional £4,650 had been received from a CIL payment for the Parrot’s Yard development.
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	c) Clerk’s expenses
	Action

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that expenses of £49.00 for the period July - September 2018 be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of Next Council Meeting: 6th November 2018 
	


