OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.07.18.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd July 2018 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, S Nicholas, R Saunders, J. Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice &         3 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  

	
	Residents were concerned about the increased aircraft noise over the village due to the expansion of Cranfield Airport.  As the runway was oriented north – south planes were flying over the Ouse Valley villages prior to landing.  Jets were particularly noisy and the expansion would see an increase in their number.  When a similar expansion was carried out at Kidlington, Oxfordshire there had been a wide consultation but Central Bedfordshire had not consulted all those affected.  Residents had raised noise issues with the Airport but to no effect.  Chair thanked them for raising the matter with Council.  See item 12 for discussion.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: S Fardon (business), M. Frampton, (business) P White (business)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Olney for item 15 as a Youth Club Trustee

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th June 2018:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported potholes in the Grenidge Way & Farsands footways, coping stones overhanging the footway and a piece cut out of the footway in Church Lane, the broken manhole cover in Lovell Road and the drain cover missing in the picnic area near the weir.  Clerk had also requested bushes at twin bridges be trimmed back and the bin emptied, the Lovell Road roundabout sign be removed, a bollard or bell be placed at the crossroads to prevent continuing damage to the verge and the suckers at the base of the tree in Church Lane, which were growing into the road, be removed.  Resident had removed vegetation overhanging the Church Lane footway.  Tree officer had advised that sycamore in Ruffs Furze did not require pruning as it is in good health.  
	

	
	Grass cutting – Clerk had chased contractor to mow full length of Highfield Road and Pavenham Road, The Furlong play area and the path & picnic area near the weir.  Brockwell field had now been cut.
	

	
	Village signs – contractor had inspected signs and would remove and refurbish at end of July
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 5th June 2018 : none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) Police Priorities Meeting 14.08.18.
	

	
	Next Priority Setting Meeting was 14.08.18. & Chair to attend.  Priorities remained visible policing, speeding & crime prevention.  Chair would also chase up PCSO Dancer’s move from Biggleswade to Riseley.
	PP

	
	
	

	
	 b) Speed Watch 20.06.18.
	

	
	Event had been carried out in Westfield Road and no vehicles exceeded 30 mph.  Bedford BC had provided the latest speed camera data and 190 notices of intended prosecution were issued in February, 27 in March and 8 in April.  There were no offences in May.
	

	
	Cllr. Nicholas reported that a vehicle had overtaken him at speed in the High Street and narrowly missed oncoming vehicles manoeuvring around parked cars.  He had subsequently seen the same vehicle in Pavenham Road and had discussed the incident with the driver who had apologised.
	

	
	
	

	
	There were 3 reported crimes between 23.05.18. and 26.06.18, all thefts from motor vehicles.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Mobile Speed Sign:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Phillips & Clerk had discussed a mobile sign for Highfield Road & the High Street with Bedford BC and they were content.  Sign could also be used by the Speed Watch Group.  Speed Watch had attempted to obtain detailed information on the timing of speeding from the police but had been unsuccessful.
	

	
	Clerk had received three quotations.  £2,498 + VAT including data collection unit, Bluetooth, charger and spare battery.  Installation & testing would cost an additional £400 & carriage £60 (total £2,958).  £3,158 + VAT for a sign similar to the one in Milton Ernest from Bedford BC and £2,418 + VAT including spare battery, charging lead, data logging, Bluetooth, delivery and aftercare.
Clerk noted that £10K had been budgeted for speed signs and bollards and cost of signs could therefore be accommodated within the budget.  
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders seconded by Cllr. Sansom that quotation for £2,418 + VAT be accepted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk
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	9.
	Reynes Drive Green Grounds Maintenance:
	Action

	
	Resident had requested that ivy be removed so he could replace his fence.  Chair had suggested that the green be cleared of brambles, ivy etc. and mowed regularly to keep under control.  Clerk had received quotations for £200 + VAT to remove the ivy, £350 + VAT to clear the corner, including any trees and strip ivy from fence.  Clerk to obtain further quotations and Council to consider again in September.  Clerk to inform resident advising that when the ivy was removed Council could not guarantee that the fence would not collapse.
	Clerk


	10.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) Lovell Trust request for crossing in Lovell Road
	

	
	The Lovell Trust had requested a crossing to help residents access the bus stop.  Clerk had advised the Trust to contact Highways and Council agreed Clerk to reiterate Council requests to Bedford BC for a crossing.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) mowing of footpaths & bridleways
	

	
	Bedford BC had circulated a map showing which Rights of Way (ROW) were due to be mown and had asked if Council would prefer alternative, but equal, length of cuts elsewhere.  Council was content with the Borough plan. Bedford BC had also asked if a councillor would like to act as point of contact for ROW and Cllr. Jones volunteered.  Clerk to forward a map of ROW in Oakley to Cllr. Jones.
	PJ
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The edges of the Church Lane footway needed cutting back and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to carry out the work.
	Clerk

	
	 
	

	11.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Local Plan would be considered by the Executive on 05.09.18, by Full Council on 19.09.18. and would then be issued for consultation.  All policies and village allocations were expected to remain unchanged.  Cllr. Olney was pursuing the issues with the Pavenham Road speed cameras and was expecting further information shortly.  Clerk to forward Pavenham Road Speed Watch information to Bedford BC and Cllr. Olney to request an action plan and timescale.  Chair would also raise enforcement issues at the police meeting on 14.08.18.
	Clerk

PO
PP

	
	
	

	12.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 5th June 2018 
	

	
	Application No.
	h) 18/00980/FUL – first floor front, side & rear extension at 64 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 12.06.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/01088/FUL & 18/01089/LBC – one & two storey extension at 29 Station Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 22.06.18. because of the adverse impact on the “E” form of the row of listed terraced properties and the harm to the historic & architectural interest of the grade II listed building.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	Appeal against refusal of 17/02753/MAO – 80 dwellings on land east of Oakley had been withdrawn.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 5th June 2018
	

	
	No new applications had been received but Council was concerned about application CB/17/015862/OUT – hybrid application for expansion of Cranfield Airport - which had recently been approved by Central Bedfordshire.  The number of aircraft movements would double, most of which would be private jets but there had been only 23 responses to the planning consultation.  The planning consent conditions included a noise mitigation plan for “surrounding communities” but it was not clear whether this would just include Central Bedfordshire villages.  Clerk to ask BATPC to circulate so all affected parishes were aware and Cllr. Olney to ascertain if Bedford BC had been consulted and if so, why they had not notified affected villages.  Council agreed to protest to Central Bedfordshire about the lack of consultation in North Bedfordshire and ask to be consulted on the noise mitigation scheme and for a map of the flight paths.  Clerk also to raise the matter with Mr. Burt MP.    
Cllr. Olney noted that there had been problems with training aircraft previously and little response from the airport.  She suggested that residents kept a diary of noise issues.
	Clerk/

PO
Clerk
Clerk
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	13.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	update on draft Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the draft Plan would be finalised by 01.08.18. and the 6 week consultation would run from 19.09.18. to 31.10.18.  The consultation would be advertised on the front cover of the Newsletter, by fliers to residents and banners at the entrances to the village.  Copies of the draft Plan would be available on the website and in the Post Office, churches and the Bedford Arms.  Businesses and organisations would also be consulted.  Comments would then be analysed, any issues raised addressed and the Plan reviewed if necessary.  Bedford BC was also assessing whether a Strategic Environmental Assessment was needed.  Once finalised the Plan would be forwarded to Bedford BC to organise the Inspection and Referendum.  Chair thanked the NDP Group for their work.
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	tour of Linch Furlong 10.07.18.
	

	
	A tour of Linch Furlong with the site manager to explain the plan for and work carried out at Linch Furlong had been arranged for 7.30pm on 10.07.18.  Clerk had advertised on notice boards and website.
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Youth Club had requested £4,500 to fund the Youth Club from July 2018 – August 2019.  Club had an average of 20 attendees per week and a bank balance of £1,395.22 at 05.06.18.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £4,500 be granted
	

	
	Resolved  S. 137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 30th June 2018
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.06.18.
	£42,374.04

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.06.18.
	£47,178.40

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,257.11

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£85,000.00


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Day
	Allotment
	£8.50
	

	
	Priory Medical
	Directory 
	£50.00
	

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£1.87
	

	
	
	Total
	£60.37
	


	
	Payments Already Made
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms June
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions June
	£1,700.42
	d/d


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Reynolds Landscaping
	Grass cutting 
	£1,200.00
	1447

	Dando
	Summer planting
	£40.00
	1448

	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£9.42
	1449

	Oakley Properties
	RPI on cricket field rent
	£21.05
	1450

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 27.06.18. & 03.07.18. 5hrs @£6 p.h.
	£30.00
	1451

	Bays Media
	Opt-in software for website
	£30.00
	1452

	Heritage Arboriculture
	Removing tree & trimming hedge at Brockwell field
	£600.00
	1453

	
	Total
	£3,784.72
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that expenses of £67.06 for the period April – June 2018 be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Date of Next Council Meeting: 4th September 2018 
	


