OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.06.18.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th June 2018 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker, (Chairman), J Abbott, M. Frampton, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice &         
members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: S Fardon (business), S Nicholas (business) P Phillips (illness)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Olney for item 15a) as a neighbour of the applicant

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1st May 2018:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  Clerk had reported the pothole at the High Street cross roads which had been repaired.  Cllr. Olney noted that further repairs were still to be carried out in the crossroads area as a result of the oil leak.  Clerk had asked for the willow in the Ruffs Furze verge and the maples on the Lincroft green to be trimmed back and the dead branches be removed from the trees on the green behind Ruffs Furze.  Clerk had forwarded photographs of inconsiderate parking in Grenidge Way to police.  
	

	
	Crayfish trapping – resident had confirmed that he had applied for a permit from the Environment Agency
	

	
	Parrott’s yard development – Bedford BC had suggested Parrot Close as the name for the new development.   Council preferred Parrott’s Close but as Royal Mail would not add apostrophes to road names the Borough had decided to continue with Parrott Close.
	

	
	Village signs – signs were in a very poor condition and Clerk had asked contractor to inspect
	

	
	Oakley Pre-School - Chair & Clerk had met Pre-School 18.05.18. to discuss a Rural Grant for a new Pre-School.  Application was expected later this year.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st May 2018 : none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) Police & Crime Commissioner’s (PCC) Meeting 03.05.18.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones reported that policing was improving despite the lack of funding.  PCC had 800 detectives and 300 front line police officers and more were being recruited. 8 police hubs had been created, there were enquiry offices in Lime Street & at Barkers Lane Fire Station and reporting crimes or issues by telephone or email had been made easier.  Police were also working closely with the Fire Brigade as areas with high levels of arson often had high levels of other crimes.  Stop & search was used appropriately and body cameras had been provided for all officers.  There was also a focus on cybercrime and victim support.  Crime had increased but not as much as in other parts of the country and Bedfordshire now had the largest rural crime team in the country with the NFU reporting a reduction in rural crime.  Crime prevention work including education about knife crime was ongoing and junior police training was proving successful in showing that crime did not pay and encouraging trust in the police.  
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Police Priorities Meeting 16.05.18.
	

	
	Cllr. Phillips had reported that the meeting was more useful than previously.  Presentations were made on the practical aspects of anti-social behaviour, nuisance motor cyclists, the problems with parking, the roles of the Police and Council and the pros and cons of Traffic Regulation Orders.

PCSO Dancer would shortly be relieved of his additional duties at Biggleswade Police Station and would resume full time duties in his 11 villages including Oakley although still working from Biggleswade Police Station.  Constable 5324 Jones had also been transferred to the same 11 villages operating from Riseley Police Office.  Cllr. Phillips had asked if PCSO Dancer could also be moved to Riseley and Council agreed to write to the Chief Constable asking that he be moved as soon as possible. 

Next Priority Setting Meeting was 14.08.18. & Cllr. Phillips to attend.  Priorities remained visible policing, speeding & crime prevention.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	 c) Speed Watch 17.05.18.
	

	
	Event had been carried out in Lovell Road and no vehicles exceeded 30 mph.   Next event was scheduled for 07.06.18.  Clerk had continued to chase Bedford BC for speed camera data and Cllr. Olney to pursue.
	PO

	
	
	

	
	There were 5 reported crimes in May, 2 assaults, 1 public order offence, 1 sending distressing letters and one fraud investigation.
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	8.
	Play Inspections:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received two quotations for £125 + VAT and £115 + VAT per quarter for inspections.  Another company was interested in quoting once the annual inspection had been completed in August.  A property maintenance contractor was interested in training but Council agreed an established play inspection company was a better long term option.  Council agreed to defer a decision until after the annual inspection.
	Clerk

	
	Clerk was still chasing Hags for the inspection report for the new equipment and information about a safety notice for the zip wire.  
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Mobile Speed Sign:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Phillips & Clerk had discussed a mobile sign for Highfield Road & the High Street with Bedford BC and they were content.  Sign could also be used by the Speed Watch Group.  Item was deferred to July meeting in the absence of Cllr. Phillips.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Bollards on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received one quotation for £2,035 + VAT to fix loose bollards, put collars on all and replace the drop bollards
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation be accepted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Grounds Maintenance:
	Action

	
	b) ivy on green at Reynes Drive/High Street junction
	

	
	Resident had requested that ivy be removed so he could replace his fence.  Clerk had advised resident that under bird nesting regulations the work that could be done now would be limited.  Clerk had requested quotations and received one for £200 + VAT with the proviso that removal would damage the fence.  One contractor had suggested that ivy would not need to be removed but could be pulled out by the fencing contractor with the fence.  Council agreed that ivy could be pulled out with the fence and it would not be a problem if it was killed.  Clerk to advise resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Brockwell hedge
	

	
	Grass cutting contractor had advised that he could not mow Brockwell until the bushes at the entrance were cut back.  Clerk had received quotations for £100 + VAT to cut back to the edge of the footpath or £175 + VAT to cut back and reduce to 2-3ft to allow them to regrow into a more manageable hedge. One contractor had suggested removing the bushes in the Autumn and replacing with hedging whips such as hornbeam.  Cllr. White noted that there was a tree covered in ivy at the rear of the path which would also need attention and there were two lamp columns adjacent to each other at the end of the path which were covered by foliage.
Resident had requested that bushes were not reduced to 6ft as previously as they provided privacy for his garden and had asked that he be consulted on any works and their timing.
Council agreed that bushes should be cut back to allow access for the mower and Clerk to obtain further quotations and accept the lowest.  Council to consider further work to the hedge in the Autumn once the bird nesting season had ended.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Councillors noted that grass on The Furlong play area and part of the Lincroft verge had not been cut and Clerk to chase contractor.  Clerk to ask contractor to mow daffodils & cowslips too.
Cllr. Frampton commented that the wild flowers were not visible in Riverside meadow and councillors noted that it would take several years for them to establish.  Clerk to ask contractor to provide a tour of Linch Furlong again this year.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) tree in Brockwell meadow
	

	
	Residents had requested a tree be removed as it was pushing against their fence.  Clerk had received two quotations for £350 + VAT to cut to ground level and £400 + VAT to fell and grind the stump
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that quotation for £400 + VAT be accepted to prevent regrowth
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk


	12.
	GDPR requirements:
	Action

	
	MPs had agreed that parish councils should be exempt from the requirement to appoint a Data Protection Officer but the amendment had yet to be enacted.  Clerk had issued consent forms to Speed Watch & NDP volunteers.  Allotment tenants could sign when tenancies were renewed.  Clerk had circulated a privacy notice and draft policies and proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. White that these be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.06.18.
	3.

	13.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Councillors noted that there was a hole in the drain cover in Pavenham Road and in the Grenidge Way footway.  Clerk to report to Anglian Water & Highways.  
	Clerk

	
	The roundabout sign in Lovell Road was no longer working and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to remove.
	Clerk

	
	The recently repaired verge at the crossroads had been damaged again and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to install a bollard or bell on the corner.
	Clerk

	
	Councillors asked about the restriction on Oakley Road bridge.  Chair noted that data from the recent structural tests was still being analysed so there was no date yet for the repair works.
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that options for the Local Plan 2035 were still being examined.  Colworth was no longer a feasible site and the Borough was considering new sites put forward or reducing the timescale for the Plan to 2032.  A further consultation was expected in September and the Plan would be completed by December to avoid the new Government housing calculations being applied.  Neighbourhood Plan Groups had been advised to continue with their current allocations.  Kite Festival was taking place on 09-10.06.18. and the River Festival on 14-15.07.18.  Details of Borough events were available on the Love Bedford website - http://www.lovebedford.co.uk/  The Borough was also seeking new foster carers.
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st May 2018
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/00622/FUL -single storey front extension, pitched roof over garage & internal alterations at 80 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.05.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/00748/FUL – single storey rear extension & first floor side extension at 49 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.05.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/00717/FUL – single storey side extension & font porch at 2 The Furlong

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal on the grounds that the porch was incongruous & unduly prominent in the street scene

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) appeal had been made against refusal of 17/02753/MAO – 80 dwellings on land east of Oakley

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council had objected on the grounds that the application was for land outside the Settlement Policy Area.  Bedford BC had a five-year land supply and there was no need for development outside the SPA.  Council understood that Bromham PC & NDP Group would be allocating sites and their decisions had not at that time been made.  Council agreed to reiterate objections to appeal inspector.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st May 2018
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/01088/FUL & 18/01089/LBC – one & two storey extension at 29 Station Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/01040/FUL – demolition of conservatory & erection of single storey rear extension at 1 Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	16.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) feedback from public event 13.05.18.
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the feedback had been analysed and traffic, parking and drainage were the main concerns.  Residents had also requested 4 bedroom affordable houses and asked why Parrott’s Yard had not been included as a site.  (Parrott’s Yard had been included in the current Local Plan housing total so could not be set against the village allocation).  Two residents had thanked the NDP Group for their work.  A summary of the issues raised and comments on these would be posted on the website.  Four residents had written with concerns about site 171 opposite the Bedford Arms and joint Council/NDP Group responses had been sent.  
	

	
	
	

	
	b) update on draft Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the draft Plan had been forwarded to Bedford BC and their comments were being considered.  The formal 6 week consultation document would be sent to organisations as well as residents and would be issued later this year.  Once finalised Bedford BC would organise the referendum, which was expected in 2019.  Cllr. Olney thanked everyone for attending & helping at the exhibition and the Scout Group for providing refreshments.
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	17.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	Seafarers UK – requesting councils fly red ensign on Merchant Navy Day 03.09.18.
	

	
	Council agreed not to pursue.  Lincroft School used to have a flagpole and Clerk to forward the details to the school.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 31st May 2018
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.05.18.
	£47,886.64

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.05.18.
	£47,176.53

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,257.11

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£85,000.00


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Jackson
	Allotment
	£5.00
	

	
	Hunter 
	Allotment
	£2.00
	

	
	ORA
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	ORA
	Newsletter
	£432.00
	

	
	HMRC
	VAT refund
	£5,107.91
	

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£2.00
	

	
	
	Total
	£5,573.91
	


	
	Payments Already Made
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms May
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions May
	£1,643.04
	d/d

	
	Bays Media
	Managing website 2018/19
	£1,200.00
	1436

	
	Clerk
	Expenses January - March 2018
	£66.91
	1437

	
	Villager Bus
	S. 137 donation
	£300.00
	1440


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Reynolds Landscaping
	Grass cutting April & May 
	£2,400.00
	1441

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottlebank 06.04.18, 27.04.18. & 18.05.18.
	£252.00
	1442

	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletters & NDP exhibition posters
	£992.00
	1443

	Parrott & Quarmby
	Making swing safe
	£42.00
	1444

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 05.06.18.  3hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1445

	Clapham PC
	Photocopying for NDP exhibition
	£30.85
	1446

	
	Total
	£7,098.63
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Web analytics software
	

	
	Bays Media had advised that use of website analytics needed GDPR opt-in consent and to continue to use Council would need to purchase opt-in software at a cost of £30 + VAT
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that quotation for £30.00 + VAT be accepted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Litter pick sign
	

	
	Clerk had requested quotations and received one quotation for £100 + VAT for a vinyl A-board with text on both sides and one for a swinging sign for £123 + VAT.  Clerk noted that signs were not included in the budget but monies were available in the reserve.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that four signs at a cost of £400 + VAT be purchased funded from the reserve.
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Date of Next Council Meeting: 3rd July 2018 
	


