OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.05.18.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st May 2018 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott (part), S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J. Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Election of Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that Cllr. Phillips be elected as Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Phillips signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman

	
	

	2.
	Election of Vice Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that Cllr. Walker be elected as Vice-Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Walker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice-Chairman

	
	

	3.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	4.
	Apologies: S Nicholas (business) P White (business)

	
	 

	5.
	Declarations of Interest:  none

	
	
	

	6.
	Appointment of Advisory Group Members and Council Representatives on other bodies:
	

	
	Finance Advisory Group: Chair, G Sansom, M Frampton, J Walker (Reserve: none)

Planning Advisory Group: Chair, M Frampton, P Jones, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker (Reserve: none)

NDP Group: M Frampton, P Olney, G Sansom, J Walker

Allotment Group: S Nicholas, P Olney

Bottlebank: P White

Village Roads Co-ordinator: P White, J Abbott

Footpath Officer: R Saunders

Oakley Recreational Association: none

Village Hall: P White

Oakley Carnival Committee: P Olney 

Education Charity Trust: J Walker (P Olney as Bedford BC representative)

The Villager Community Minibus: none

Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: P Olney

Tree Warden: R Saunders

Yarls Wood Liaison Committee: P Olney 

Youth Club: S Fardon

Twinwood Liaison Forum: Chair, P Olney  
	

	
	Resolved to appoint
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th March 2018 and Annual Parish Meeting on 3rd April 2018:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  Clerk had reported damage to verges in Station Road, Lincroft and at the crossroads to Highways.  Potholes in Ruffs Furze, sunken footway in Church Lane and broken drain in Grenidge Way had also been reported.  Highways had advised that the damage in Station Road was not considered urgent.  An order had been raised for siding out the footway in Church Lane but no date yet for the work.  Solar powered signs on Church Lane triangle & at Oakley/Bromham junction were for flood warnings.  Southbound A6 would be closed overnight from 08 – 22.05.18. for bridge damage investigations.
	

	
	Highfield Road water leak – work was still ongoing to resolve and verges and carriageway would be repaired once the work was completed.
	

	
	Grass cutting – numerous complaints had been received about the cut at the end of April and contractors to return 02.05.18. to rectify
	

	
	Riverside – Anglian Water had cleaned & disinfected the overflowing drain.  Investigations had confirmed that the pumping station was working properly and Anglian Water to letter drop the local area about problems caused by fat, oil and grease in the drains.  They will continue to monitor the area.
	

	
	Litter Pick – Council thanked Scout Group who had supported the event despite the very poor weather.  Mobile signs to advertise the event were suggested and Clerk to obtain quotations.
	

	
	Lincroft – Clerk had asked school to remind students to take care when crossing Lincroft.
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	Bridleway 11 – bridleway which extended from the path alongside the river to the A6 north of Judges Spinney had been extinguished
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 6th March 2018 and Annual Parish Meeting on 3rd April 2018: none
	Action

	
	
	

	10.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Speed Watch Scheme
	

	
	Sign in Lovell Road had been replaced.  Events were held on 15.03.18. in Church Lane & Lovell Road when no speeding vehicles were recorded and on 20.03.18. in Pavenham Road when 9 vehicles were travelling over 36 mph.  Next events would be held in May/June.
	


	
	There were 5 reported crimes in March – 3 miscellaneous thefts in Lovell Road and 2 assaults in Station Road and 1 in April, a burglary in Lovell Road.
	

	
	
	

	
	The next priority setting meeting was 16.05.18. and Chair to attend.  Council priorities remained visible policing, speeding and crime prevention.
Cllrs. Jones & Walker to attend the Police & Crime Commissioner’s Two Year Report meeting 03.05.18.
	


	11.
	GDPR requirements:
	Action

	
	Clerk had attended training and Council would need to send out privacy notices by 25.05.18.  Government had now tabled an amendment to its own Data Protection Bill to exempt parish councils from the requirement to appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO).  All other measures still applied but appointing a DPO would be discretionary and might be regarded as good practice.  Council agreed to consider a DPO once legislation was in place.  In the meantime, Clerk to send privacy notices and put a copy on the website.

Clerk reiterated that councilors should not send any documents containing personally identifiable information in emails.  Clerk had also contacted insurance brokers about cyber losses cover at GDPR level and had been advised that they were expecting insurers to amend their policy wording to provide defence and compensation cover for a civil claim and they would update councils once this had been clarified.
	

	
	
	

	12.
	Crayfish Trapping:
	Action

	
	Resident had requested permission to trap red crayfish at Linch Furlong & Riverside Meadow.  Trapping would not be a commercial venture but partly for ecological reasons and partly for domestic consumption.  EA permit would be obtained but required confirmation of permission from the landowner.  Council agreed to allow.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Play Inspections:
	Action

	
	Current contractor no longer carried out play inspections.  Reynolds Playground Services, the sister company to grass cutting contractors undertook quarterly play inspections and Clerk had requested a quotation.
Bedford BC had taken their inspections back in house and company that carried out the annual inspection would only undertake quarterly inspections for 15+ playgrounds.  Council agreed that they could pay to train a contractor and Clerk to advertise on notice boards, website and in the Newsletter.  Insurance cover would need to be provided and Clerk to contact insurers for advice. 
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Installation of new play equipment had been completed and awaiting the inspection report.  Residents were concerned about the noise from the zip wire in the early hours of the morning and Cllr. Frampton suggested a notice concerning zip wire use & safety should be considered.  Clerk had asked Hags about a notice and awaiting a reply.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) dog bin at junction of Station Road/Lovell Road
	

	
	Bedford BC had quoted £80.30 + VAT to move the dog bin in Lovell Road closer to the roundabout
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) ivy on green at Reynes Drive/High Street junction
	

	
	Resident had requested ivy be removed so he could replace his fence.  Clerk had advised resident that that under bird nesting regulations the work Council can do now might be limited.  Clerk had requested quotations and awaiting responses.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Residents were concerned about vehicles parking opposite the entrance to Brockwell.  Cllr. Olney noted that works were ongoing at the rear of Station Road exacerbating the situation.
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	Speed camera data for Pavenham Road and responses to the queries raised by Speed Watch members had not been received.  Clerk to chase Bedford BC
	Clerk

	
	Parking in Grenidge Way was blocking access to driveways & Clerk to forward photographs to police.
	Clerk

	
	Litter bin in Pavenham Road was overflowing and Clerk to chase Bedford BC to empty.
	Clerk

	
	Resident was concerned about overhanging branches in Church Lane & Clerk to ask Highways to pursue.
	Clerk

	
	Flood signs at the Church Lane triangle & Oakley/Bromham junction were in the wrong location & considered an eyesore.  Cllr. Olney had pursued with Bedford BC and asked why Council had not been consulted on or informed about the signs.
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Economic Heartland Strategic Alliance meeting held on 06.03.18. discussed transport, housing & jobs.  An integrated transport strategy was being developed to deliver a multi-nodal spine road from Oxford to Cambridge.  The Oxford-Bicester section was complete, Bletchley-Bedford would be completed in 2019 and Bedford/Sandy-Cambridge should be finished by 2025.  The region had the potential to provide 1.1million new jobs but lack of housing was putting economic growth at risk.  675K new homes were planned but an additional 250K would be needed by 2035.  A1 upgrade from Biggleswade to Alconbury had yet to be finalised and the Black Cat roundabout was part of the 5-year programme of improvements.  
Presentation at the CPRE AGM 17.04.18. had considered the landscape aspect of the Oxford-Cambridge arc, in particular, the benefit of putting a monetary value on important landscapes as the Government focused on financial worth.  Cllr. Sansom noted that 1.1 million homes were the equivalent to 20 cities the size of Cambridge or 1 city larger than Birmingham and that the landscape capital scheme was not a CPRE policy.
3,200 responses had been received to the Local Plan consultation of which 1,800 were from individuals.  New sites had also been put forward but none in Oakley.  Bedford BC had until January 2019 to adopt the Plan to avoid the new housing need assessment calculation.  
An Integrated Housing Register had been set up and anyone requiring social housing should contact Bedford BC Housing Services at http://www.myhomeoptions.org.uk  or visit the Customer Service Centre in Horne Lane.
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 6th March 2018
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/03592/FUL – extension & conversion of garage to granny annexe at Westwoods, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the proposed works would overdevelop the site, adversely impact the neighbour’s privacy and compromise the mature trees adjacent to the garage.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.03.18. with conditions requiring tree protection and the annex being used only in conjunction with the main house. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/00157/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at Brownswood Farm, Twinwoods

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.03.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 18/000358/FUL – single storey rear/side extension, front bay & side dormer at Langton, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 09.04.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 18/00578/FUL – single storey rear/side extension & new pitched roofs at 16 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 20.04.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/00453//FUL – single storey annex in rear garden at 88 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that there is no vehicular access so the proposed annex will be reliant on the main house and the style of the proposed building is unsympathetic to the main house and neighbouring properties

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.04.18. (CIL liable) with a condition that the annex can only be used in conjunction with the existing house & not as a separate unit.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/00489/FUL – 2 storey front extension, single storey rear extension & new pitched roof to side at 6 Hunts Path

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.04.18.
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	Applications received since last Council meeting – 6th March 2018
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 18/00453//FUL – single storey annex in rear garden at 88 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that there is no vehicular access so the proposed annex will be reliant on the main house and the style of the proposed building is unsympathetic to the main house and neighbouring properties

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/00489/FUL – 2 storey front extension, single storey rear extension & new pitched roof to side at 6 Hunts Path

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Application No.
	c) 18/00578/FUL – single storey rear/side extension & new pitched roofs at 16 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 18/00622/FUL -single storey front extension, pitched roof over garage & internal alterations at 80 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/00673/FUL – 1 & 2 storey rear extensions incorporating conversion of outbuilding at 102 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided neighbours are content

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 18/00748/FUL – single storey rear extension & first floor side extension at 49 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 18/00717/FUL – single storey side extension & font porch at 2 The Furlong

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	h) 18/00980/FUL – first floor front, side & rear extension at 64 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	17.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) site allocations 
	

	
	A meeting had been held 26.04.18. with landowners/agents whose sites were being considered by Council & NDP Group.  One had been unable to attend.  NDP Group recommended that two sites be selected with 20 houses on 171 (opposite Bedford Arms) and 30 on 170 (off Station Road).  Developers of site 171 had confirmed that they had not had discussions with the owner of site 406 (adjacent to Town Farm) about access through their site.  Council discussed traffic, access, impact on existing residents and coalescence and agreed that all the sites had constraints.  Lincroft School was still pursuing an enclosed campus site but there was no indication when a decision might be made by DfE and any decision would be separate from the NDP.
Resolved by a majority of 7 to 2 that NDP recommendation of 20 houses on site 171 and 30 on site 170 be accepted 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) public event 13.05.18.
	

	
	Event would run from 10.00am to 3.00pm.  Flyers were being delivered to every household and notices put on boards and website.  Scouts had volunteered to provide refreshments and Council thanked them.  Council also thanked Clerk for preparing the exhibition material.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) consultation on NPPF
	

	
	Cllr. Olney tabled comments on the proposed changes which emphasised the importance of Neighbourhood Plans and community infrastructure e.g. green spaces.  Weight should be given to environmental designations such as Landscape Character Assessments and infrastructure improvements should match housing growth.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	a) consultation on Local Government Ethical Standards 
	

	
	NALC had requested councils’ views on the Local Government Ethical Standards consultation.  Council had no comments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) revision of NALC Standing Orders
	

	
	Standing Orders had been updated to include the right to report at Council and Committee meetings, electronic service of agendas, requirement for publication of certain information electronically, requirement to tender for certain contracts and GDPR legislation.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that amended Standing Orders be adopted
Resolved
	Clerk
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	19.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Villager Bus had requested a grant at Council’s discretion towards the cost of operating the service and towards building up a reserve for the purchase of a replacement bus which would cost around £75,000.  Funding was from grants from parishes plus fare concessions received from Local Authorities.  3 or 4 Oakley residents used the bus each month and reserve at 31.08.17. for a replacement bus was £78,917.
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £300 be granted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 30th April 2018
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.04.18.
	£53,914.71

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.04.18.
	£47,174.53

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,257.11

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£85,000.00


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Oakham Decorators
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Village Hall
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	Carpet Bowls
	Directory
	£6.00
	

	
	Pet Paws
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	NLW
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Whites Engineering
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	NLW 
	Newsletter
	£108.00
	

	
	Barton Petroleum
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Bedfordia
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - first half
	£25,853.50
	

	
	Bedford BC
	CIL payment
	£4,650.00
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Glass recycling
	£328.76
	

	
	Testa
	Newsletter
	£108.00
	

	
	NatWest 
	Interest
	£3.94
	

	
	
	Total
	£31, 320.70
	


	
	Payments Already Made
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms March & April
	£307.66
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions March & April
	£3,079.65
	d/d

	
	Groundwork UK
	Repayment of unspent NDP grant
	£2,310.00
	1424

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Spring Newsletter
	£695.00
	1425

	
	Oakley Properties
	Cricket Field rent 2018/19
	£679.03
	1426

	
	Bishop
	Installing litter bins
	£160.00
	1427

	
	Anglian Water 
	Allotment water
	£25.18
	1428

	
	Reynolds Landscaping 
	Grass cutting March
	£600.00
	1429

	
	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 03.04.18.   3hrs @£11 p/h
	£33.00
	1430


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottlebank 31.03.18.
	£84.00
	1431

	Urban Vision Enterprise 
	Neighbourhood Plan consultancy
	£7,800.00
	1432

	BATPC
	Affiliation fee 2018/19
	£512.00
	1433

	Clapham PC
	photocopying for Annual Meeting & NDP
	£37.20
	1434

	Information Commissioner
	Data Protection renewal
	£35.00
	1435

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 01.05.18.  3hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1436

	Sue Ryder St. John's
	Donation of internal audit fee
	£50.00
	1438

	
	Total
	£16,425.72
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Internal Audit report
	

	
	Internal auditor had no matters to bring to Council’s attention.  He had requested that his fee of £50 be donated to St.John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger.  Council thanked Clerk and the internal auditor.
	Clerk
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	c) Annual Governance Statement

          
	

	
	Council considered the Annual Governance Statement and 

Proposed by Cllr. Samson, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that Annual Governance Statement be approved.

Resolved 
Chairman & Clerk signed section 1 of the audit return. 
	

	
	
	

	
	d) 2017/18 end of year accounts 
	

	
	Clerk had circulated accounts.  

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that accounts be approved.

Resolved – accounts signed by Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer.

Council approved and Chairman & Clerk signed section 2 of the audit return. 
	

	
	
	

	
	e) Annual review of risk assessment policy
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft risk assessment for 2018/19 which had been updated to cover GDPR requirements
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that amended risk assessment be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	f) Annual review of internal audit system
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft Audit Plan for 2018/19.  Terms of Reference remained unchanged.  

Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Olney that the Audit Plan be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	g) Website upgrade
	

	
	Bays Media was content to continue to host and manage the website to 30.04.19. for £1,200
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £1,200 be accepted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	h) Standing orders & direct debits
	

	
	Council reviewed payments for rent of the upper rooms at the Old School and salary payments 
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that Council continue to make monthly standing order payments of £153.83 to the Old School and direct debit payments to Bedford BC for salaries
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	
	i) Clerk’s salary review
	

	
	2018 national pay agreement covered the period to 31.03.20. and included a 2% increase for clerks w.e.f. 01.04.18. 
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Clerk’s salary be increased to £11,881.46 p.a. (scale point 35) for 14 hours p.w.
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	Clerk to ask BATPC whether a one-off payment for clerking the NDP could be paid
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	j) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that expenses of £66.91 for January – March be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of Next Council Meeting: 5th June 2018 
	


