OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 06.03.18.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th March 2018 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, G Sansom, R Saunders, J. Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: P Olney (business)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  none

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 9th January 2018:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to revisit flooding at Post Office, investigate flooding into resident’s drive in Church Lane, repair damage to verges during recent Westfield Road/Church Lane/High Street works and repair potholes on twin bridges and Lovell Road/Station Road.  Slippery leaves had been removed from Church Lane footway and Clerk had requested cut branches in Pavenham Road hedge which were blowing onto the road were removed.   Mud on footway in Dewlands had been reported to Planning Enforcement who had advised that they could not pursue so Clerk had asked Highways to clear.  High Street would be closed between 9.00am & 3.30pm 05 – 09.03.18 for gas works and Station Road would be closed 9.00am – 2.00pm 18.03.18. for the Oakley 20 race.
	

	
	Highfield Road water leak – leaked diesel had blocked gullies and Environment Agency was aware.  Bedford BC was dealing and the area was being salted until problem was resolved.  The Borough was checking again today whether the diesel had finally been cleared.
	

	
	The Furlong – overhanging brambles and shrubs had been cut back so work could be completed before bird nesting regulations came back into force.  
	

	
	Play equipment – work had been delayed due to problems in the supplier’s factory.  Parts were still missing and Clerk was chasing.  Damaged wetpour at the Green had been repaired.
	

	
	Planning Applications – Bedford BC had reconsidered their decision and because of lack of or intermittent broadband in certain areas paper plans would continue to be circulated at least until 2019
	

	
	East Midlands trains – Mayor had advised that he considered the loss of peak time trains unacceptable and he would continue to lobby against the changes.  Mr. Burt MP had asked for new timetables to be released as soon as possible and had requested details about an additional “peak busting” service and whether compensation would be given to season ticket holders.  Councillors noted that the replacement bus service for passengers travelling north had not been addressed.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 9th January 2018: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) Priority Setting Meeting 07.02.18.
	

	
	Chair reported that the majority of the evening was taken up with a 45 minute presentation on the Anti-social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014 but information on the practicalities of dealing with anti-social behaviour would have been more useful. The remaining15 minutes provided the opportunity to meet PCSO Calum Mchattie, who was now assisting PCSO James Dancer.   There was no update on the progress of village priorities.  Next meeting was 16.05.17.
	

	
	
	

	
	Speed Watch Scheme
	

	
	Speed Watch signs had been installed - two on Lovell Road, two on Pavenham Road, two on Highfield Road & one on Church Lane.  One in Lovell Road had fallen down and Clerk to ask police to replace.  Speed Watch events were held in Lovell Road on 15.02.18. & 23.02.18.  No vehicles exceeded 31 mph on either date.  There was little traffic during Half Term but residents had commented to volunteers that they appreciated their efforts.  Next event would be mid-March.  
	Clerk


	
	There were 8 reported crimes in January - 2 criminal damage, 1 harassment, 1 domestic incident, 1 burglary in a dwelling, 1 attempted burglary in a dwelling, 1 public order offence and 1 theft from a vehicle – and 2 in February - 1 attempted burglary in a dwelling and 1 criminal damage to a vehicle
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	8.
	Spring Litter Pick:
	

	
	Council had agreed to hold a litter pick on 21.04.18. but this clashed with the Borough River Clean Up event.  Council therefore agreed to reschedule for 28.04.18. from 10.00am – 12 noon meeting at the Green.  Bedford BC had advised that litter could not be collected until Monday 30.04.18. so it would have to be left on the Green.  Clerk to notify schools of event and put posters on notice boards and the website.  Cllr. Sansom to purchase chocolate eggs for young people participating.
	Clerk

GS

	
	
	

	9.
	GDPR requirements:
	Action

	
	NALC had provided 60 pages of guidance for councils on GDPR requirements.  As a first step Council agreed to issue the new privacy notices to current and former employees, councillors, volunteers and contractors and put the general privacy notice on the website.  Council would also send consent forms to volunteers, contractors and allotment tenants and Clerk would begin a data audit and updating policies.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) request for yellow lines in Lincroft
	

	
	Resident had requested yellow lines in front of the access to the schools from Lincroft as parents regularly parked in front of it obscuring the view of those crossing the road. Bedford BC had advised that without restrictions they cannot act unless a vehicle was completely blocking a resident’s access and they would then require the home owner to call them with permission to act.  Council agreed not to pursue yellow lines as not all students crossed at this point and it would only move the problem.  As more students now walked to school, Clerk to ask school to remind them to cross carefully.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) dog bin at junction of Station Road/Lovell Road
	

	
	Council had asked Bedford BC if the redundant dog bin from Pavenham Road could be re-located to the Station Road/Lovell road roundabout and had been advised that the Borough would not empty a new dog bin.  It had therefore been suggested that the existing dog bin in Lovell Road be moved closer to the roundabout so more dog walkers would go past it.  Council agreed Clerk to ask Bedford BC if the existing dog bin could be replaced with a dual purpose bin at the roundabout and if not whether the dog bin could be moved.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) High Street footway resurfacing
	

	
	Councillors were concerned that the new kerbs in the High Street were inconsistent.  In some places the sets were level with the tarmac and in others there was no edging and the verge would potentially fall into the road.  Cllr. Olney had advised that the Borough had inspected the footway and would be resolving the issue with the kerbs.
Highways had advised that the tarmac on the footway at the Post Office was a temporary repair and they would be revisiting this week.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors reported that the verge was growing over the footway in Church Lane and verges had been churned up in Dewlands and around the crossroads.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to cut back the Church Lane grass and restore the verges.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	The pothole on the bridges had yet to be repaired and another had formed.  Clerk to chase repairs.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	In Cllr. Olney’s absence, Cllr. Walker noted that Bedford BC had underspent by £1.5 million in 2017/18 and £1 million had been allocated for road repairs and £500K for new average speed camera schemes.  No decisions on locations for cameras had yet been made.  Council Tax had been raised by 1.75% plus an additional 2% ring fenced for adult social care.  Cllr. Frampton noted that the hospital merger had been put back probably until April 2019 because of funding issues.
	

	
	
	

	12.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 9th January 2018
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/03334/TPO – thin out Norway Spruce plantation at Oakley House

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.01.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 17/03378/FUL – 1 & 2 storey side & rear extensions at 23 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.01.18.
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	Application No.
	c) 17/02094/MAR (additional documents) – reserved matters for erection of replacement office building & 15 dwellings at 24 Lovell Road, Parrott’s Yard

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as highway safety concerns have still not been addressed.  Council supports the increased provision for parking and also changes to the footpath to the bus stop but there is still no provision for a pedestrian operated crossing in Lovell Road.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.02.18. (CIL liable) including a condition that a revised scheme for footways & crossing points be approved before construction began.  Clerk to ask Highways for details of the condition. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 17/03536/FUL – first floor side & rear extensions at 12 Burleigh Place

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided neighbour has no objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.02.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 17/03321/DC3 – erection of 3 classroom block at Oakley Primary

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 09.02.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 18/00116/FUL – single storey rear extension, 1st floor rear extension, single storey front extension & external alterations at 51 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 02.03.18.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 9th January 2018
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/03592/FUL – extension & conversion of garage to granny annexe at Westwoods, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the proposed works would overdevelop the site, adversely impact the neighbour’s privacy and compromise the mature trees adjacent to the garage.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 18/00157/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at Brownswood Farm, Twinwoods

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Application No.
	c) 18/000358/FUL – single storey rear/side extension, front bay & side dormer at Langton, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	14.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) update on draft Plan & public event 13.05.18.
	

	
	Public exhibition on development sites would be held in the Village Hall 13.05.18.  Next NDP Group meeting was meeting 15.03.18.                                           
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Local Plan 2035 consultation
	

	
	Council had commented as follows:
Chapters 3 & 4 – Vision & Objectives

Enhancement of the River Great Ouse in Bedford town and the Upper Ouse Valley should be included as it is a priority in the Landscape Character Assessment. 

Policy 2 - Spatial Strategy 

Neighbourhood Plans are included in the policy but should also be referenced in the supporting text.  The Borough Local Plan should support Neighbourhood Plans.

Policy 3S – Amount and Distribution of Housing Development

Impact of 500 new homes in each of Bromham and Clapham on existing congestion on the A6 and village roads should be addressed.  Oakley is the route between Bromham and Clapham and will suffer from additional rat running.

Policy 26 – Garden Village Principles

Impact of traffic and transport routes has not been adequately considered.  There are no east/west routes to and from the new settlement and traffic will therefore use village roads.  When the bridges are flooded at Harrold and Radwell, traffic will be forced to travel through Oakley or along the A6.  

Paragraph 7.56 – New Settlement Opportunities for the Future
Constraints around lack of infrastructure and intensification of traffic for both Twinwood & Thurleigh should be included. 

Policy 36S – Green infrastructure 

Upper Ouse Valley should be included as a strategic green infrastructure project.
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	Policy 45 – River Great Ouse

Upper Ouse Valley should be included as it is part of the 2011 Waterspace Study as it is highlighted in the Landscape Character Assessment for its heritage, landscape & biodiversity.

Policy 46 – Local Green Space

New local green space should be required in all new housing developments and included in affordable homes policies.

Policy 59S – Affordable Housing

Agree with the 30% requirement for affordable housing but tenure should be in the form of affordable rent, social rent and shared ownership. 

Policy 95 – Access to the Countryside

Cycle and footpaths should be included in the policy, as well as being referenced in the supporting text.   Safe and accessible footpaths and cycleways (such as the red ways in Milton Keynes) reduce traffic and improve health & wellbeing.   Routes linked with existing cycle and footpaths should be integrated into development plans at an early stage.

NDP Group had sent a similar response emphasising that possible new settlements of Twinwoods and Thurleigh must include the implications of traffic for the A6, the Sainsbury roundabout and the routes east and west of the developments through narrow rural roads.
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC - topics for Consideration by Overview & Scrutiny Committees
	

	
	Bedford BC had requested topics for consideration by Overview & Scrutiny Committees.  Transport and traffic management, holding developers to account and the Local Plan 2035 were selected as items for consideration last year.
Council agreed to ask the Committees to continue to consider transport and traffic management and to let parishes know whether the issues they have suggested will be discussed and if so when.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – Bulky Waste collection 07. & 08.04.18.
	

	
	Skip would be in Oakley 07.04.18. from 8.30am to 2.30pm and 08.04.18. from 8.30am to 12.30pm.  details were on notice boards and website. 
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 28th February 2018
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 28.02.18.
	£31,398.17

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 28.02.18.
	£47,170.59

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,257.11

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£85,000.00


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Campbell
	Allotment rent 
	£17.76
	

	
	Sundorne
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Power Academy of Dance
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Pilgrim Oakley Cricket
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	Woodworth 
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	V C Property
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	JAP Sound
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	EMC Design
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Echoes Furniture
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Lightfoot Architecture
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Blunham Angling
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	Shotokan Karate
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Barnwell Pilates
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	Motorcycle Club
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	O for Coffee
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Kaye Optometrist
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Mubsta
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Tumblepups
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Almond Garage Doors
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Oakley Angels
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Youth Club
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Day Centre
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Ashley Builders
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Bobby Bangher Boxing
	Directory
	£50.00
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	Lincroft School
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Tudor Rose
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	W. I. 
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	Tang Soo Do
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Gardening Club
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	Old Road Securities
	Directory
	£945.00
	

	
	Bays Media
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	Hazel Kaye
	Directory
	£75.00
	

	
	Forestry Fuels
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	
	Deverick
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	
	Metrosigns
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Sharnbrook Golf Club
	Newsletter
	£60.00
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Grass cutting contribution
	£1,719.27
	

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£3.94
	

	
	
	Total
	£3,795.97
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms January & February
	£307.66
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions January & February
	£3,027.48
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses October - December 2017
	£56.88
	1412

	
	Hampshire Bank
	Transfer from c/a
	£85,000.00
	1413

	
	Warners
	Grass cutting January
	£687.50
	1414

	
	Riches
	Emptying bottle bank 11.01.18.
	£84.00
	1415

	
	Heritage Arboriculture
	Tree works at Reynes Drive/High Street
	£540.00
	1416

	
	White Hart Press
	Newsletter & Directory printing
	£1,640.00
	1417

	
	Fenland Leisure Products
	Wetpour repair
	£930.49
	1418

	
	BATPC
	GDPR training
	£10.00
	1419

	
	Village Hall
	Hire of room 23.01.18. & 06.02.18. 4hrs @ £6 p/h
	£24.00
	1420


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Warners
	Grass cutting February
	£687.50
	1421

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 06.03.18. & 15.03.18.  5hrs @£6 p/h
	£30.00
	1422

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 02.02.18. & 23.02.18.
	£168.00
	1423

	
	Total
	£93,193.51
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Review of bus shelter cleaner & litter picker wages
	

	
	Living wage would be increased to £7.83 p/h w.e.f. 01.04.18. therefore litter picker’s salary would need to be increased.
	Clerk

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that salary be increased to £7.83 p/h i.e. £302.01 per month for April to October and £275.62 per month for November to March 

Resolved
	

	
	Bus shelter cleaning wage was within the living wage but proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr.          Jones that it be increased by 1% to £33.66 per month w.e.f. 01.04.18.

Resolved
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Date of Next Council Meeting: 3rd April 2018 – Annual Parish Meeting
	


