OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 09.01.18.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 9th January 2018 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J. Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  none

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Abbott for item 13b) as a member of the Sharnbrook Academy Trust

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th December 2017:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  No response received from Highways as to why signs cannot be put in Bromham & on A428 warning HGVs of bridge restrictions in Oakley.  Parts of Westfield Road, High Street and Church Lane would be closed 19.01.18 – 29.01.18. between 9.00am and 3.30pm for resurfacing, including the area outside the Post Office.  50 & 51 buses would be diverted along Reynes Drive to Station Road during the closure.  Part of Station Road would be closed on 16.01.18. for the Lincroft Bedfordia cross country race.
	

	
	Twin bridges – Bedford BC had advised that the bridges were capable of carrying 40 tonne loads but a lower weight limit was imposed for environmental reasons.  The bridges were checked every two years and additional checks were not necessary because of HGVs using the bridges whist Pavenham Road was closed.   The new installation on the bridges was an automated flood alert system that monitors when water flows on to the road, enabling the Borough to put out warning signs or to close the road.  It would also indicate when the flood water has subsided so the road can be re-opened.  It was not a camera and did not record any video.
	

	
	Oakley Road Bridge over A6 – Bedford BC had advised that a digger on the back of a low loader had struck the underside of the bridge causing significant damage.  Temporary traffic signals had therefore been installed to reduce the load on the bridge by restricting it to one lane.  Assessing the implications and organising repairs was likely to take several months.
	

	
	Play equipment – work had begun on the Green 02.01.18.  Outstanding works at The Furlong - barrier in front of the swing, welding on the multiplay and identification label on the swing would also be completed.  Damaged wetpour at the Green to be repaired in January
	

	
	Tree works Reynes Drive/High Street – planning consent had been granted and work carried out 09.01.18.  Awaiting a replacement tree.
	

	
	Est Midlands trains – a decision had been made that from May 2018 until the completion of the Midland Main Line Upgrade in 2020, morning and evening peak time trains to and from London would not call at Bedford and Luton.  Clerk to ask Mayor and Mr Burt MP for their comments on the decision.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 5th December 2017: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Speed Watch Scheme
	

	
	Next Speed Watch event to be held in February.  Residents would be encouraged to participate as sometimes speeds were deceptive and not as fast as appeared.
	


	
	There were 9 reported crimes from 30.11.17. – 31.12.17. - 2 criminal damage to vehicles, 1 assault, 1 harassment, 1 stalking incident, 1 sending letters with intent to cause distress, 1 domestic incident, 1 burglary in a dwelling and 1 theft from a vehicle 
	


	8.
	Christmas Lights 2017:
	Action

	
	Lights had been well received and Clerk had thanked contractor and JAP Sound who had stored the cherry picker.  Final cost was £2,592 + VAT.  Contractor would consider changes to the High Street/Station Road tree next year and monies had been included in the draft budget.  Clerk to formally write and thank contractor.
	Clerk
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	9.
	Calendar of Meetings 2018/19:
	Action

	
	Clerk tabled a calendar of meetings for 2018/19

03.04.18. Annual Parish Meeting

06.11.18.

01.05.18.



04.12.18.

05.06.18.



02.01.19. Finance Advisory Group (Wednesday)


03.07.18.



08.01.19.
 

04.09.18.



05.03.19.

02.10.18.



02.04.19. Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	Resolved to accept
	

	
	
	

	10.
	Spring Litter Pick:
	

	
	Council agreed to hold a litter pick on 21.04.18. from 10.00am – 12 noon meeting at the Green.                  Clerk to advise Bedford BC and request that litter be collected.  Cllr. Walker volunteered to collect litter picking equipment.  Schools would be invited to take part and Cllr. Abbott would involve the Scout Group.  Cllr. Frampton volunteered to write an article on littering and dog mess for the next Newsletter
	Clerk/

JW
MF

	
	
	

	11.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Jones noted that the pothole in Ruffs Furze had been reported and repaired.   A large pothole had formed on the bridges and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to repair.
	Clerk

	
	Resident in Church Lane was concerned about water flooding into his drive and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to investigate.
	Clerk

	
	Footway in Church Lane near Bedford arms was overgrown and slippery.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to arrange for it to be cut back and cleared.  Footway on the corner of Lovell Road/Church Lane was also slippery with leaves.  Clerk had reported before Christmas and would chase.
	Clerk
Clerk


	12.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that from 01.04.18. planning application papers would only be available online.  Council was concerned that online plans took a long time to download even with fast broadband and it was difficult for Council to consider them as a Group without paper copies, particularly large applications with many separate documents.  Clerk to write and request that the decision be reconsidered. The hospital merger was expected to be completed by March with maternity, A & E and paediatric services retained on all sites.  Bedford BC and BCCG were working together to use the care budget more efficiently.  Bedford BC budget would be discussed at Full Council on 07.02.18. and finalised on 28.02.18.  Police and Fire Service were consulting on increasing their share of Council Tax as Government grants were reducing and the shortfall would need to be addressed locally.  Draft Local Plan 2035 would be considered by the Executive on 10.01.18. and following a six week consultation by Full Council in March.
	Clerk




	13.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 5th December 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/02897/TPO – remove deadwood & reduce oak by 40% – 50% at Glenmore, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.12.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 17/03004/FUL – single storey rear extension at 22 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 12.12.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 17/03004/TPO – works to 2 oaks at junction of Reynes Drive/High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 02.01.18.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 17/03268/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 20 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 02.01.18.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 5th December 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/03268/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 20 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 17/03321/DC3 – erection of 3 classroom block at Oakley Primary

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Application No.
	c) 17/03334/TPO – thin out Norway Spruce plantation at Oakley House

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Application No.
	d) 17/03378/FUL – 1 & 2 storey side & rear extensions at 23 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 17/03536/FUL – first floor side & rear extensions at 12 Burleigh Place

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided neighbour has no objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 17/02094/MAR (additional documents) – reserved matters for erection of replacement office building & 15 dwellings at 24 Lovell Road, Parrott’s Yard

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as highway safety concerns have still not been addressed.  Council supports the increased provision for parking and also changes to the footpath to the bus stop but there is still no provision for a pedestrian operated crossing in Lovell Road.


	14.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) update on draft Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that clarification had been sought by consultants before the technical assessment of sites and green spaces was issued.  More green spaces in Oakley had been included in the latest draft Local Plan 2035 and these might not then need to be included in the Oakley Plan.  Next meeting was 23.01.18. and the draft Oakley Plan would be presented to the March Council meeting and forwarded to Bedford BC for information.  Council agreed that the Plan should be presented at the Annual Meeting on 03.04.18 and again at an exhibition in the Village Hall on Sunday 08.04.18.  Chair & Cllr. Olney to advertise in the March Newsletter and a poster to be put on the front cover.  Leaflets would also be distributed to households the week before the meetings including quotations from NDP Group members.  
	PP/PO

	
	
	

	
	b) Proposed development in North Bedfordshire:
	

	
	Bedford BC Executive would be considering the draft Local Plan 2035 on 10.01.18.  Colworth (2,500 dwellings) was the recommended new settlement with the 500 houses allocated to Sharnbrook now removed.  Oakley remained at 25 – 50 and the recent Stewartby site (9,145 dwellings) was not included in the Plan.  The number of dwellings in the urban area had increased from 877 to 2,420 and the Wilstead allocation had been removed because of the housing still to be delivered at Wixams.  Cllr. Sansom noted that ultimately Colworth was likely to deliver 4,500 homes which added to the 1,000 in Sharnbrook would produce a settlement 30 – 50% larger than Ampthill.  This was in addition to the 1 million new homes proposed along the Oxford/Cambridge arc and there was insufficient infrastructure in the area to support such growth.  Cllr. Nicholas was concerned at the loss of arable land needed to feed a growing population and Cllr. Fardon noted that there was also pressure on infrastructure from growth in the Rushden/Kettering area.  Cllr. Olney commented that the Borough could not provide sufficient housing and green space in the urban area to meet Government allocations and the Local Plan 2035 needed to be considered as a whole.  Council agreed a separate meeting to formulate a response to the Local Plan 2035 consultation.  A Keep North Beds Green group had been set up and they had asked to put details on Council’s website.  Council was content.
	ALL

	
	
	

	15.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	a) CPRE – request for Bedford BC to reconsider proposals for reduction and downgrading of staff managing Green Infrastructure
	

	
	Council supported CPRE and Clerk to write to Bedford BC asking how the proposal would fit with the increased green infrastructure in the Local plan 2035.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – proposal to remove early payment discount for dog control and cycling offence penalties
	

	
	Council supported the proposal for dog offences but not for cycling offences and Clerk to advise Bedford BC
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedfordshire Fire Service – 2018/19 budget consultation
	

	
	Fire Service was proposing an increase of 1.99% in their part of the Council Tax.  They were also seeking views on whether a rise between 2.7% and 5.5% would be supported if the Government cap at 2% was lifted and if there were any areas that should be considered for efficiency savings.  Council had no comments
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 31st December 2017
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.12.17.
	£124,217.63

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.17.
	£47,166.65

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,257.11
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	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	Hutson
	Allotment Rent
	£17.76

	Fisher
	Allotment Rent
	£35.52

	Cooper
	Allotment Rent
	£17.76

	Nationwide 
	Interest
	£1,283.65

	NatWest 
	Interest
	£1.87

	
	Total
	£1,356.56


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms December 
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions December
	£1,513.74
	d/d

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£25.45
	1404


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Warners
	Grass cutting December
	£687.50
	1405

	Riches
	Emptying bottle bank 05.12.17. & 19.12.17.
	£168.00
	1406

	Light Refreshment Ltd
	2017 Christmas lights - second payment
	£1,555.20
	1407

	Urban Vision Enterprise
	Neighbourhood Plan support 
	£900.00
	1408

	Glasdon UK 
	Two new litter bins
	£672.33
	1409

	Oakley Properties
	Rent for Riverside land
	£100.00
	1410

	Village Hall
	Hire of room 02.01.18. & 09.01.18.  4hrs @ £6 p/h
	£24.00
	1411

	
	Total
	£5,800.05
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Grass Cutting 2018/19
	

	
	Satisfactory references had been received for Reynolds Landscaping from Potton TC and Cardington PC, therefore Finance Group had agreed that the contract should be awarded to Reynolds Landscaping 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Budget & Precept 2018/19
	

	
	The Finance Group recommended two new items of expenditure, £9,500 for collars/repairs to the bollards on the green and £500 for Speed Watch signs at the entrances to the village.  They also recommended raising the GDPR budget to £1,600 to pay for extra hours for the Clerk to review all the files and the Christmas lights allocation to £5,000 for a new scheme at the crossroads in 2018. 
	

	
	Non-precept income was expected to reduce slightly compared to 2017/18 unless further NDP grants were obtained.  A larger VAT refund, as a result of expenditure on new play equipment, would be offset by a reduction in income from NDP grants.  Expenditure was likely to reduce by approximately £19,000 in 2018/19 because of the payment of £40,000 for play equipment in 2017/18 offset by an allocation of £10,000 for new projects, an additional £4,000 for play equipment repairs £2,400 for Christmas lights and £1,600 for GDPR.  The increase of £2,000 in grass cutting following the decision to increase the number of cuts to 16 was offset by a reduction of £2,000 in the allocation for grant aid as there was expected to be an underspend in 2017/18.
	

	
	The Borough Council compensation scheme for Councils whose tax base had reduced in 2013/14 had ended and so no top up grant would be paid in 2018/19.  Therefore, with a precept of £51,707 the band D rate would not increase, but remain at £53.54.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. White, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that the proposed budget be adopted and a precept of £51,707 be set for 2018/19.     

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Olney that expenses of £56.88 for October – December be paid
	

	
	Resolved  Chair & Clerk signed the precept request 
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Date of next Council Meeting: Council Meeting 6th March 2018 
	


