OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 07.11.17.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th November 2017 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott (part), S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J. Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  none

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  

	
	Cllr. White for item 10 as a business associate of one of the contractors.  Cllr. Olney for item 20a) as a Trustee of the Day Centre.  
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd October 2017:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  Clerk had chased signs in Bromham & on A428 warning HGVs of bridge restrictions in Oakley and asked Bedford BC to clear leaves from Church Lane footway, trim trees on Ruffs Furze green & remove the dead tree in Farsands.  Pre-School had advised that they do not carry out work to the trees in the path to Station Road but residents usually trim.  
	

	
	Leaning Wall in Dewlands – wall had been replaced
	

	
	Highfield Road bridleway – gate had jammed again and contractor who installed had repaired.  Chair had thanked him
	

	
	Play equipment – delivery of new play equipment had been delayed and installation due to begin w/c 20.11.17. 
	

	
	Christmas Lights – lights to be put up 30.11.17 & 01.12.17.  Contractor had advised that the animated stars intended for the crossroads were not outdoor rated, although the supplier had previously stated they were.  Contractor has therefore purchased one different star & suggested a scheme change next year.  Mrs. White had offered to make an Advent wreath for Council and Chair thanked her.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 3rd October 2017: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	

	
	Bedford BC Network Meeting 24.10.17.
	

	
	Cllr. Walker reported that CVS gave a presentation on volunteering.  New housing adjacent to the A6 and the Stewartby incinerator were raised by parishes but no new information was available.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Speed Watch Scheme
	

	
	Cllr. Nicholas reported that the first Speed Watch had been carried out on 14.10.17. when he, Chair and 4 residents surveyed traffic in the High Street and Highfield Road.  Twelve residents had volunteered and two were waiting to be trained.  Speed Watches would be carried out monthly and it had been suggested that speeding was particularly prevalent early in the morning.  Different locations would be surveyed on each occasion and Cllr. Nicholas would circulate a report after each event.
Bedford BC had advised that there was no speed camera data for August and 1 notice of intended prosecution for September.  Clerk to request data for Pavenham Road now it had re-opened
	SN

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Police had arranged a priority setting meeting on 15.11.17. and Chair to attend.  Council agreed that priorities were visible policing, speeding & crime prevention with visible policing the most important.  Chair to request feedback on the priorities at the meeting
	PP

	
	
	

	
	There were 2 reported crimes in September, both thefts from vehicles in Farsands and Highfield Road and 6 in October, 4 criminal damage to buildings, vehicles & other property, 1 theft in a dwelling and 1 fraud investigation.  Firms offering to block pave driveways were also operating in the village. 
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Litter Picker & Bus Shelter Cleaner Performance:
	Action

	
	Litter picker & bus shelter cleaner had been in post three months.  Council was pleased with his performance and agreed that Clerk to confirm his appointment.  Fireworks had been left in Dewlands and Clerk to ask him to clear.
	Clerk
Clerk
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	10.
	Tree Works to Reynes Drive/High Street Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received three quotations for works to the green.  £650 + VAT to cut down ivy covered hawthorn leaving a 3ft stump to regrow into a shrub or for an additional £100 + VAT remove it altogether and grind out stump to below ground level, kill ivy on 2 hawthorns and reassess in the future, remove ivy from horse chestnut & reduce, remove ivy & deadwood from 1 oak & reduce limbs overhanging the garage, remove ivy & deadwood & reduce 1 oak and raise canopy & deadwood maple.  £450 + VAT to crown lift & prune 1 oak crown lift the maple, sever ivy from both oaks, horse chestnut, two hawthorns, remove elders from the base of one hawthorn, remove & grind the leaning hawthorn & hawthorn coppice and donate and plant an oak in the space.  £330 + VAT to prune one oak and remove deadwood from the second.  Tree surgeon recommended a report on the horse chestnut given the signs of decay.  Clerk noted that the 2 oaks & horse chestnut were covered by Preservation Orders so planning consent would be required.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that quotation for £450 + VAT be accepted and Clerk to ask tree surgeon to apply for planning consent for the works

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Bottle Bank Emptying Schedule:
	Action

	
	Bottles had been dumped around the bottle bank on several occasions.  Bottle bank was due to be emptied every three weeks but was sometimes only emptied monthly.  Clerk to forward list of dates when bottle bank should be emptied and organise an additional emptying before Christmas and in the new Year.
Clerk to write and formally thank the resident who cleared the bottles.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Play Areas:
	Action

	
	a) installation of new play area signs
	

	
	Signs had been delivered to Cllr. White.  Awaiting quotations to install.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) repair to wetpour at the Green
	

	
	There were two holes in the wetpour adjacent to the multiplay.  Clerk had received quotations for £600 + VAT when in the area or £1,200 + VAT for a specific date and £342.12 + VAT plus an additional £433.29 + VAT to dig out the spiral fixing and fill.  Third company had advised that it would be more cost effective to purchase a repair kit at a cost of £146 + VAT and for Council to repair.  Clerk noted that the larger hole was 1.2m x 0.8m and Council agreed it should be professionally repaired
Proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotations for £342.12 + VAT and £433.29 + VAT         be accepted

Resolved  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	WW1 Beacon Lighting Event 11.11.18:
	Action

	
	Beacons were being lit across the UK and overseas territories at 7.00pm on Sunday 11.11.18. Towns in Central Bedfordshire would be lighting beacons but none so far in Bedford Borough.  Clapham PC had asked if Oakley would be interested in a joint event in the field by Browns Wood.  Council agreed and suggested inviting neighbouring parishes – Milton Ernest, Pavenham, Stevington & Thurleigh.  Cllr. Fardon to advertise the event in the 2018 Directory.
	Clerk
SF

	
	
	

	14.
	Council Policy Documents:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated copies of Council’s Community Engagement Strategy, Complaints Procedure, Disciplinary & Grievance Policy, Equality & Diversity Policy, Health & Safety Policy, Newsletter Advertising Policy and Training Policy.  Disciplinary & Grievance Policy had been updated to refer to the 2015 ACAS Code.  Council was content with the documents.  
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	litter/dog bin in Pavenham Road
	

	
	Bedford BC had visited the site and advised that a litter bin unnecessary in Pavenham Road.  Councillors noted that there was no litter bin in this part of the village and the current bin was too small for the amount of dog mess.  A bigger bin would not require more frequent emptying therefore Clerk to pursue with Bedford BC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Frampton noted that the litter bin in Church Lane was always full and Clerk to obtain quotations for a larger bin for the December meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Bushes were still overhanging Station Road and Clerk to chase cutting back.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Chair noted that residents had commented on straw on the road.   Cllr. Saunders advised that movements to and from the farm had not changed.
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	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bedford Christmas lights would be switched on at 7.00pm on 23.11.17.  and would be preceded by entertainments from 3 – 7.00pm in Harpur Square.  A report on the hospital merger was expected in December and specialisms would be concentrated at different hospitals.  Nominations were being sought for 2017 sports awards and Council agreed to nominate Oakley FC.  Cllr. Olney to put together the nomination.  The date on the High Street works signs was incorrect, work was scheduled to begin on 27.11.17. and new signs would be erected.  Cllr. Olney tabled a draft response based on the Bedford BC submission to the DCLG Right Homes in the Right Places consultation.  Council agreed with minor amendments – reference to austerity was changed to viability in the response about s. 106 agreements and emphasis placed on the need for Local Authorities to value & support Neighbourhood Plans.  Clerk to submit.  Chair thanked Cllr. Olney.
	PO
Clerk


	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd October 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/02609/FUL – single storey side & front extensions, part 
retrospective at 8 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 12.10.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 17/02649/FUL – 2 storey side extension at Dial House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as Council and neighbours were concerned about access to the site.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 24.10.17.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd October 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/02094/MAR – reserved matters for appearance, landscaping, layout & scale pursuant to outline permission 14/01288/MAO at 24 Lovell Road (Parrotts Yard)





	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that highway safety issues had not been addressed.  If a pedestrian operated crossing could not be included in the reserved matters plan, an undertaking should be made that s. 278 and CIL monies (under traffic calming in rural areas) would be used for this purpose.  A dual-purpose cycling/walking path should also be installed along Lovell Road.  Students are encouraged to walk/cycle to school, so the route should be made safe.  Residents at Lovell Homes Alms Houses also need to cross the road to get to the bus stop.  There was evidence of need and speed camera data showed the large number of speeding vehicles along Lovell Road.  
Council agreed that they should speak at the Planning Committee meeting & Cllr. Nicholas volunteered.  Cllr. Olney noted that Highways also required additional visitor parking on the site.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 17/02897/TPO – remove deadwood & reduce oak by 40% – 50% at Glenmore, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 17/02753/MAO – outline application for 80 dwellings at land east of Oakley Road, Bromham

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the application is for land outside the Settlement Policy Area.  Bedford BC has a five-year land supply and there was no need for development outside the SPA.  Council understood that Bromham PC & NDP Group would be allocating sites and their decisions had not yet been made.


	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) meetings to discuss proposed new settlements along A6 06.11.17.
	

	
	Cllrs. Olney, Sansom & Walker attended.  There were presentations from CPRE arguing an over-assessment of housing need for the Borough, from a traffic consultant suggesting that highways mitigation measures e.g.  a bus lane on the A6 were impractical or insufficient and from Cllr. Olney on rat running & the impact on villages.  The meeting reinforced to the Borough that the rural parish councils were a credible group with genuine concerns.  DCLG consultation on Right Homes in the Right Places was discussed and Bedford BC had objected.  The Oxford/Cambridge link would generate more housing and it was agreed that infrastructure would need to be in place before any more new homes were built.  However, it was not clear how this could be enforced.   Bedford BC reiterated the timetable for the Local Plan 2035 – a decision on new settlements would be made by the Executive in January 2018 and the Local Plan would be completed by March 2019.  There was no indication on which sites would be taken forward but the Wyboston site would be dependent on the programme of improvements to the A1.  The Town Centre Plan consultation had recently ended and included 2,000 new homes.  This was the shortfall in the Local Plan 2035 so if implemented could reduce the number of homes needed in the rural area.  

Council discussed the need for a national housebuilding strategy which included wider rather than local infrastructure improvements e.g. HGV movements as a result of new settlements.  Nationally 1 million new homes were needed but a concentration of development in the south-east was unsustainable.   
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	b) update on draft Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that sites would be assessed by the consultant on 14.11.17. and their report was expected by the end of December.  The next meeting was 20.11.17.
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Correspondence:  
	Action

	
	Lincroft Bedfordia cross country 16.01.18.
	

	
	Chair & Mr. Taylor had volunteered to assist in marshalling the event again in 2018.  Race had been advertised on the website & Chair to include in the December Newsletter.
	PP

	
	
	

	20.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Day Centre
	

	
	Oakley Day Centre had requested £300 towards the cost of providing speakers, including advice agencies, for clients.  Total cost of the project was £750 & the balance would be obtained from applications to other parish councils whose residents attend the centre.  2 clients were Oakley residents (6%).
Balance at 31.03.17. was £93,351 of which £34,000 was a capital reserve to cover the cost of running the Centre for 6 months if funding ceased.  Running costs in 2016/17 amounted to £71,061.
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £300 be donated

Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Autism Bedford
	

	
	Autism Bedford had requested a grant of £240 towards their Loads of Autistic Fun project which provided social activity & family support for children with autism up to age 12, their siblings and parents/carers.  Total cost of the project was £20,870 and the balance had been secured from Bedford BC and various charities and councils.  10 households in Oakley were supported (1.8%) 

Balance at 31.03.17. was £90,562 for all activities.  2016/17 LOAF project income & expenditure = £19,500

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that £240 be donated

Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk


	21.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 31st October 2017
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.10.17.
	£39,567.24

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.10.17.
	£47,163.15

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£141,973.46

	
	

	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	Hazel Kaye
	Directory
	£50.00

	No 3 Emprium
	Directory
	£12.50

	Lincroft School
	Allotment Rent
	£35.52

	Cox
	Allotment Rent
	£35.52

	Elliott
	Allotment Rent
	£35.52

	Gilbert
	Allotment Rent
	£17.76

	Mills
	Allotment Rent
	£17.76

	Deverick
	Allotment Rent
	£30.00

	Weston
	Allotment Rent
	£17.76

	Skipper
	Allotment Rent
	£35.52

	Marshall
	Allotment Rent
	£35.52

	Nicholas
	Allotment Rent
	£35.52

	Walker
	Allotment Rent
	£17.76

	Bubbins
	Allotment Rent
	£35.20

	Chalker
	Allotment Rent
	£17.76

	Keyte
	Allotment Rent
	£17.76

	O for Coffee
	Newsletter advertising
	£72.00

	Bedford BC 
	Bottle Bank glass
	£657.52

	NatWest 
	Interest
	£0.41

	
	Total
	£1,177.31


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms October 
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions October
	£1,417.93
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses July - September
	£156.45
	1388
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	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Warners
	Grass cutting October
	£687.50
	1390

	Riches
	Emptying bottle bank 13.09.17. & 23.10.17.
	£168.00
	1391

	Light Refreshment
	2017 Christmas lights - first payment
	£1,555.20
	1392

	Kompan
	Supplying & fitting barrier to multiplay
	£1,108.00
	1393

	Metrosigns 2000
	Supplying 3 x play area signs
	£136.44
	1394

	Dando
	Plants for village signs
	£69.28
	1395

	Village Hall
	Hire of room 07.11.17.  3hrs @ £6 p/h
	£18.00
	1396

	
	
	Total
	£5,470.63
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Grass Cutting 2018/19
	

	
	Clerk had requested quotations from nine contractors, of which four had confirmed they would quote, one was too busy and four had yet to respond.  Council to discuss again in December
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Investment Bond
	

	
	Bond was due to mature on 28.11.17.  Nationwide 1 year bond was currently offering 0.75% interest, Hampshire Trust Bank offered a 1 year bond at 1.3%, HSBC one year savings at 0.55% & NatWest a 95 day notice account at 0.4%.  Clerk noted that the recent base rate change had not yet been applied by all organisations.  Council agreed to discuss again at December meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Date of next Council Meeting: 5th December 2017
	


