OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.10.17.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd October 2017 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0       members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: J Abbott (personal), S Fardon (business), P Phillips (personal), P White (personal)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  none

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th September 2017:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  Clerk had chased removal of bushes obscuring motorists’ view at the twin bridges and brambles overhanging Pavenham Road.  Bedford BC had advised that the landowner would be cutting back the Pavenham Road brambles.  Station Road brambles had been trimmed and Clerk had asked resident in Pavenham Road to trim back overhanging trees.  As HGVs had been seen crossing the twin bridges, Bedford BC had confirmed that they would be checked once Pavenham Road was re-opened.  Pavenham Road closure had now been extended again until 22.10.17.  Photographs of inconsiderate parking in the High Street been forwarded to police.
	

	
	Leaning Wall in Dewlands – Bedford BC had written to the owners requiring them to repair the wall.  A resident was concerned that it would collapse in the meantime and Clerk had suggested to Highways that the path adjacent to the wall was roped off until the work was carried out.
	

	
	Highfield Road bridleway – the contractor who installed the gate had re-set the Network Rail post and Chair had thanked him
	

	
	Litter – litter picker had cleared Ruffs Furze alleyways and moved the litter trolley to the Old School.
	

	
	Play equipment – spiral climber had been replaced with a barrier.  Clerk had asked contractor to carry out repairs indicated in the annual inspection.  Delivery of new play equipment had been delayed and still awaiting an installation date. 
	

	
	Tree works – works to Grange Green and the Green trees had been carried out.  A resident had requested the oak tree on the High Street/Reynes Drive green be cut back and tree surgeon had advised that it was not overhanging any property but several of the trees on the green required work.  Clerk to obtain further quotations.
	Clerk

	
	Play Area signs – Clerk had received quotations for £172 + VAT, £113.70 + VAT had accepted the lowest
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 5th September 2017: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	

	
	East Midlands Rail Franchise meeting 25.09.17.
	

	
	Cllr. Frampton reported that 400+ local residents attended the meeting hosted by the director of the East Midlands franchise team at the DfT.  The meeting was the best attended of the regional consultation meetings and DfT seemed surprised by Bedford residents’ and local MPs’ dismay at the proposals.  Council’s concerns were thoroughly discussed but the responses were that nothing had been decided yet and written comments would be taken into consideration.  1000 additional seats on the London route were to be part of the tender specification but it was not clear whether this was a daily requirement or over some other timescale.  Journey times and the need to change trains when travelling north, which was a particular concern, had not been addressed.  Thameslink was not represented at the meeting (their franchise was not due for renewal until 2022) and the presentations did not cover the development of the East-West line and expected connections at Bedford.  Clerk had written expressing Council’s concerns.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Police & Crime Commissioner’s Conference 20.09.17.
	

	
	Chair & Cllr. Jones had attended.  Cllr. Jones reported that the main parish council concerns were speeding, nuisance behaviours (especially bikers) and police visibility.  In the south of the County there were serious issues with terrorism links in Luton, travellers in the Leighton Buzzard area and also crime coming in from other areas, given the closeness and good travel links to London, in particular, the recent appearance of gangs and gang violence.
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	The Police emphasised that a shortage of funding was hindering their efforts to tackle crime.  There was no consultation regarding police pay rises, which it was stressed were well deserved but difficult to finance from the local budget and continual efforts were being made to increase the budget.  In addition to the shortage of money and police, problems with current legislation regarding travellers, was hampering their work.
There was a very positive, upbeat and enthusiastic feeling from all the team leaders and they had made progress in setting up the rural teams, made good connections with the NFU and had reduced crime substantially in the rural areas.  Information via WhatsApp had also led to some larger organised crime sources being discovered.  They were trying to tackle fly tipping, both commercial and low level, hare coursing, unauthorised encampments and the subsequent rise in rural thefts.  Animal worrying, fly grazing, wildlife crime, raves, heritage crime, e.g. stolen lead from churches were also issues.
There are seven local forces which co-operate on various operations all held on the same day.  They also have  new input from The Police Now scheme, which is aimed at recruiting graduates and developing a diverse group of individuals to be leaders in society and on the policing frontline.

They were pleased that they now have the authority to crush motor cycles that are causing a nuisance and mentioned several modern aids that help in their efforts to prevent crime and catch criminals.
	

	
	September crime figures were not yet available 
	


	9.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) Lorry Watch update
	

	
	Photographs and information on HGVs in the village had been sent to Bedford BC.  Clerk had contacted the owners of the vehicle parked in Station Road and this had been removed.  Bedford BC representative was unable to attend but had advised that he will pursue if Council can continue to provide company names, vehicle registration numbers and times of day.  Information on the destination of the vehicle was also useful if available.  He was also consulting colleagues about monitoring HGV movements on the twin bridges.  Cement lorries had been seen crossing the bridges and Cllr. Saunders noted that once HGVs were at the bridges they could not turn around so signs in Bromham and on the A428 would help prevent them trying to cross.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC again for signs.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) wide vehicles in High Street
	

	
	Residents in the High Street near the Reynes Drive junction were concerned about large vehicles running over their front gardens in order to pass parked cars and Cllr. Sansom tabled photographs.  Chair noted that Highways had rights over the land adjacent to the road so residents could not fence it off and Cllr. Olney advised that buses complied with the width restrictions.  Local farmers had no other route through the village as large agricultural vehicles could not pass parked cars in Station Road due to the telegraph posts in the opposite verge nor could they pass over the twin bridges or under Lovell Road bridge.  Clerk had raised with Bedford BC Bedford BC Lorry Watch representative and he had agreed to consult with highways colleagues. Cllr. Sansom to advise resident.
	GS

	
	
	

	
	c) litter/dog bin in Pavenham Road
	

	
	Clerk had chased Bedford BC but no decision yet on whether a dual-purpose bin could be installed. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors noted that brambles in Station Road opposite the industrial units and the hedge opposite the Bedford Arms needed cutting back.  Clerk to ask owners to trim.  Brambles were also overhanging the pathway between Station Road and the Methodist Church.  Pre-School had trimmed in the past and Clerk to ask them again.  Church Lane footway from the gas governor to the Church was slippery with leaves and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to clear. 
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group was consulting on extended hours at GP practices from April 2018.  Patients would not necessarily be seen at their own practice and the survey was available at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BCCGExtendedHours  The consultation would close on 15.10.17.  Non-emergency ambulance transport had been transferred to the East of England Ambulance Service as Private Ambulance Service was no longer able to fulfil the contract.  Priority would be given to for renal, chemotherapy & radiotherapy appointments and discharge from hospital.  The Cygnet bus smartcard had been launched 01.10.17. enabling bus users to switch between Stagecoach & Grant Palmer buses without having to buy multiple tickets.  Clerk to put details on website.  Details of the merger between Bedford & Luton & Dunstable hospitals were expected in December.  Some services would be lost from each hospital but Bedford would retain A & E, paediatrics and maternity services.  Although the Bedford population was expected to increase, funds were limited and were being concentrated on preventative schemes such as the Better Care Fund and moving patients out of hospital more quickly.
	Clerk
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	11.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 5th September 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/02200/FUL – 2 storey rear & single storey side 
extension, repositioned wall & enlarged driveway at 3 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 04.09.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 17/02266/FUL – 1 & 2 storey front, side & rear extensions at 22 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided the proposed extensions did not impact adversely on neighbours in Copthorne Close

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.09.17.

	
	
	Neighbours had written to Council expressing their concerns at the decision.  Clerk to advise that unfortunately Council has no power to object to the Borough Council’s decision.  Cllr. Olney to include an article in the Winter Newsletter advising residents that she can call an application in to the Planning Committee if residents advise her of their concerns before the consultation deadline.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 17/02120/TPO – prune ash & sycamores to clear garage & improve light at 2 The Spinney

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.09.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 17/02102/FUL – single storey front extension and pitched roof over garage & entrance at 3 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 27.09.17.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 5th September 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/02609/FUL – single storey side & front extensions, part 
retrospective at 8 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 17/02628/TPO – remove 2 oaks at Squirrels Leap, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but want trees to be replaced

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 17/02649/FUL – 2 storey side extension at Dial House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as Council and neighbours were concerned about access to the site.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 17/02094/MAR – reserved matters for appearance, landscaping, layout & scale pursuant to outline permission 14/01288/MAO at 24 Lovell Road (Parrotts Yard)

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council had submitted a holding response of no objection in principle but more information about affordable housing parking, CIL payment, highway improvements including a crossing & dual use cycle/footway and play facilities was needed.  Bedford BC had advised that the number of parking spaces was indicated on the plans, affordable housing was detailed in the application, no S278 (highways) agreement had been made yet as these are often discussed after planning permission is granted, CIL would be determined shortly and would cover all other planning obligations.  As this was a reserved matters application a low-key crossing would be provided (no light operated one) but no footway. On site playgrounds were not required for development of less than 35 houses however a small open space area had been agreed.  The affordable housing part of the scheme had had to be revised and amended plans would be issued for consultation shortly therefore no comments were required on this plan.


	
	Councillors were concerned about the lack of a pedestrian operated or zebra crossing and a dual- purpose cycle/walking path.  Cllr. Sansom noted that funding was available from Sustrans, the S.278 agreement, and funding for access to the station and school.  Cllr. Olney to pursue with Highways & Planning Departments and Council to discuss again in November.
	PO

Clerk


	12.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) meetings to discuss proposed new settlements along A6 
	

	
	Borough and parish councillors had written to the Mayor requesting a meeting and were awaiting a date.  A public meeting had not been organised because of problems finding a suitable venue.  A post had been put on the COPS Facebook page encouraging residents to email the Mayor & Executive with their concerns about traffic/infrastructure & Clerk to put on the website too.

The public meeting was suggested to encourage residents to write to the Mayor & Executive with their concerns and CPRE had agreed to host a meeting after the meeting with the Mayor.  Cllr. Olney noted that residents could also ask questions at the meetings of the Executive and Full Council which would decide on the new settlements and local concerns could be highlighted to the Inspector assessing the Local Plan.
	Clerk
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	Bedford BC had not contacted S. Northamptonshire Council about the impact of the proposed settlements on their roads and she and Borough Cllr. Moon would be raising the issue with S. Northamptonshire.  Councillors noted that the Borough’s traffic monitoring had been carried out during July & August when there were fewer vehicles on the roads.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) update on draft Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the policies were being finalised with the consultants and the technical assessment of the sites would be carried out in the next few months.  Next meeting was 06.11.17. 
The Government was consulting on a new method to assess housing need whereby every Local Authority would use the same calculation.  The new formula would result in the south & south-east having to provide more houses with an additional 6,000 in Bedford Borough.  If it was applied at a village level Oakley would need to provide 150 houses.  The Mayor & Borough Council had objected to the proposals on the grounds that the area had insufficient infrastructure to support the additional development.
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Correspondence:  none
	Action


	14.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 30th September 2017
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.17.
	£44,630.05

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.17.
	£47,162.74

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£141,973.46

	
	

	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	Bedford BC
	Precept second half 
	25,808.00

	Oakley Building Services
	Directory
	£50.00

	Slimming World
	Directory
	£25.00

	NatWest 
	Interest
	£0.38

	
	Total
	£25,883.38


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms September 
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions September
	£
	d/d

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	25.58
	1379

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Warners
	Grass cutting September
	£687.50
	1380

	BDO LLP
	External audit
	£480.00
	1381

	Knights R
	Allotment tap repairs
	
	£398.00
	1382

	Knight P
	2017 management of Linch Furlong, orchard & Riverside
	£1,500.00
	1383

	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	
	£720.00
	1384

	CPRE
	Membership renewal
	
	£36.00
	1385

	Village Hall
	Hire of room 02.10.17. & 03.10.17.  5hrs @ £6 p/h
	£30.00
	1386

	Heritage Arboriculture 
	Tree works at the Green & Grange Green
	£660.00
	1389

	
	
	Total
	£6,628.23
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Completion of Audit
	

	
	External auditors were content with the accounts and had no matters to draw to Council’s attention. Closure of the audit had been advertised.  Council thanked Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Half yearly budget review
	

	
	Receipt and payment figures had been circulated.  Expenditure was in line with budget for all items except payments of £1,959.50 for the village signs which was budgeted to be paid in 2016/17 and £625.00 spent on an additional grass cut in July.  VAT income was less than budgeted as village signs were not paid for until 2017/18 and no VAT was payable.
Cllr. Fardon was seeking help with the 2018 Directory and Chair volunteered.
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	d) Clerk’s expenses
	 

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that expenses of £156.45 for July – September be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Date of next Council Meeting: 7th November 2017
	


