OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 06.06.17.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th June 2017 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, P Jones, P Olney, R Saunders, J. Walker, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0                      members of the public
	
	

	1.
	Public Open Session:  none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Frampton, (personal) S Nicholas, (personal) G Sansom, (personal)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. White for item 12a) as one of the contractors quoting.

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd May 2017:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Bedford BC had re-programmed street lights to go off at night although there were some problems still with those in Lovell Road.  Clerk had requested High Street footway be repaired and had been advised that it has been put forward for inclusion in the programme but no date yet for when the work would be carried out.  Awaiting decisions from Bedford BC on whether they would empty new litter bins in Lovell Road and near the Station Road railway bridge. 
	

	
	Multiplay – spiral pole had been replaced
	

	
	Street Trading Licence – company had revised their licence application to sell fish & chips in Oakley on Wednesday evenings to reduce the number of stops and Council had no objection
	

	
	Village Entrance Signs – panel on one of the signs had become detached and Clerk had asked contractor to check all signs and repair as necessary 




	

	
	Oakley 20 Race – in response to complaint, Bedford Harriers had advised that they will take on board comments for next year and will block off Station Road garages & use more marshals at junctions.  Police should be called if gardens used as toilets.
	

	
	Speed cameras – 42 notices of intended prosecution issued in March (36 for speeds up to 42mph, 5 for speeds between 43 and 49 mph and 1 for speed over 49mph) and 57 notices in April (53 for speeds up to 42mph, 4 for speeds between 43 and 49mph.)
	

	
	2017/18 Grass Cutting Agreement – Clerk had completed and returned to Bedford BC
	

	
	Bedfordshire on Sunday Local Hero Awards – Clerk had nominated Ms. Sudnik & Mr. Turvey
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 2nd May 2017: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) meeting with Parishes 15.05.17.
	

	
	Local priorities were discussed and speeding identified as the issue of greatest concern. Insp. Masters explained the SARA problem solving process and how this was addressing speeding in partnership with councils and communities.  Presentations were made on how communities could raise concerns and give feedback through their local officer and the use of BedsAlert, Twitter and Survey Monkey.

There were also presentations on Speedwatch, Street Watch and Neighbourhood Watch schemes and new recruits were signed up.  Officers detailed the wider work of the Community Policing Team and how they engage with communities via Beds Alert, Twitter and Facebook.  Next meeting to be held 22.08.17.  Chair to confirm whether he could attend.  Councillors were concerned that meetings had not been productive and would raise if the August meeting was not useful.
	PP

	
	
	

	
	There were 5 reported crimes in April, 2 domestic, 1 burglary (non-residential), 1 criminal damage to buildings & 1 miscellaneous theft and 2 in May, 1 domestic & 1 burglary in a dwelling.
	


	8.
	New Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	Clerk had shown schemes to Primary School parents & students and Pre-School.  All liked the zip wire and basket swing and the preference was for a wooden multiplay.  Clerk had asked if a roller slide & cash register requested by a resident could be included (spinning wheel is similar to the spinning dorado on site) and had been advised that roller slides do not comply with UK legislation because of the potential trap for clothes and fingers.  A swing and slide were both popular for The Furlong and quotations had been revised to include a shop and both swing & slide at The Furlong.  One company had retained a steel multiplay but had included a slingshot.  Third company had not revised quotation.
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	Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £40,000 with wooden multiplay be accepted but without the small wooden items and an additional shop on  the Green.
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Local Plan 2035:
	Action

	
	Draft response from NDP Group had been circulated and Council supported the NDP comments.  Cllr. Olney tabled comments on the Landscape Sensitivity Study and councillors agreed to add these to the Council response.  Council also agreed to ask about consultation on the proposed four new sites, to express a preference for Wyboston as the new settlement provided that appropriate infrastructure was put in place, suggest 35 houses as appropriate for Oakley as this was the number recommended in the BRCC Housing Needs Survey and request that the confusion over which part of Browns Wood/Millennium Wood was the Local Nature Reserve be resolved.  Council would also comment that these were initial views and more time was needed to consider issues such as renewable energy.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Litter Picker & Bus Shelter Cleaner:
	Action

	
	Litter picker and bus shelter cleaner had resigned and vacancies had been advertised on notice board, website, Newsletter and with the Jobs Hub.  Deadline for applications was 30.06.17. and none had yet been received. Cllrs. Olney & Abbott volunteered to form an interview panel with the Clerk and Clerk to arrange interview dates.  Clerk also to forward vacancy notice to Sharnbrook School
 
	JA/PO

Clerk

	
	Cllr. White had obtained a quotation of £40 + VAT to pressure wash each bus shelter.  Clerk had received quotation for £50 + VAT per shelter.

Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £40 + VAT per shelter be accepted

Resolved

	Clerk

	
	Clerk had received two quotations for £150 & £95 + VAT to replace glass in Lovell Road shelter.

Proposed by Cllr. Abbott, seconded by Cllr. Walker that quotation for £95 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Allotment Maintenance:
	Action

	
	Four of the taps needed repair and Cllr. Nicholas had suggested isolator valves for each.  Clerk was awaiting quotations.  Council to consider again in July.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) replacement seat at High Street/Church Lane
	

	
	Clerk had received three quotations £380, £185 + VAT & £120 + VAT for levelling the base and installing the seat.  
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr.  Fardon that quotation for £120 + VAT be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) lorry watch scheme
	

	
	Chair had begun taking photographs of lorries and had included an article in the Newsletter.  Councillors and residents to forward information to Clerk.
	ALL


	
	
	

	
	Councillors were concerned about the recent spraying of weeds on the footways, carried out by Bedford BC, which had also killed large swathes of the verge.  Clerk to pursue with Bedford BC and suggest they used a hood on the spray jet.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. White noted that streetlights had not been programmed to remain on in walkways from Grenidge Way, Burleigh Place and Hunts Path to Station Road.  Cllr. Olney to pursue with Bedford BC.  Clerk noted Bedford BC had confirmed that trees over Hunts Path lights to be cut back.
	PO

	
	
	

	
	Residents were concerned about parking at the High Street end of Reynes Drive and Clerk to write to the Post Office and ask Mr. Burt MP for an update.  Council also suggested residents write to the Post Office.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	An untaxed vehicle was parked on the road in Grenidge Way and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to remove.  Clerk had reported the untaxed vehicle on Highfield Road verge.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Trees on the Green were overhanging the footways and Clerk to obtain quotations to trim.  Councillors to check for vegetation overhanging the footways whilst delivering the Newsletter.
	Clerk

ALL
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	13.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Borough Council restructuring was ongoing.  No decisions had yet been made about health & hospital services and residents were concerned that services for which they had raised money over many years might be removed.  With the increase in housing numbers it could be argued that all three hospitals (Bedford, Luton & Milton Keynes) were needed.  The Local Plan 2035 consultation was ongoing and it was expected that the draft Plan would be finalised in January/February 2018.  More foster carers and adoptive parents were needed.
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 2nd May 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/00479/FUL – single storey rear extension at Braemar, 17 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 03.05.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 00821/FUL – erection of detached outbuilding at 114 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 11.05.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 17/00993/FUL – erection of carport to front at Longways, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.05.17.


	
	Application 17/00926/FUL – single storey extension to form annexe to rear at 102 Dewlands had been withdrawn
	


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 2nd May 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 17/01172/FUL – single storey front extension at 61 Dewlands 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 17/01170/FUL – single storey front extension at 63 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but commented that plans were very unclear as they showed an extension yet to be built 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 17/01188/TPO – removal of cedar at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	15.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Plan update
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the consultant would be carrying out the technical assessment of sites, including the land at the back of the former Parrotts site, so that there was robust evidence for the site/sites finally chosen.  Housing policies were being reviewed following comments from Bedford BC.  The Oakley Plan would be updated as necessary once the Local Plan was agreed to ensure it remained in conformity with the Borough Plan.  
	


	16.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Council participation at Oakley Carnival
	

	
	As councillors were involved with other activities at the Carnival it was agreed not to take part in the procession this year.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) DCLG – consultation on charging for park runs
	

	
	As a result of concerns about charging in certain areas, DCLG was consulting on proposed legislation to prevent local authorities charging for park runs and asking if there were any other specific community activities or activities run by businesses that authorities should be prevented from charging.  Council agreed that local authorities should not charge for park runs but had no suggestions for other activities that should be excluded from charges.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 31st May 2017
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.05.17.
	£47,496.62

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.05.17.
	£47,161.17

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£141,973.46
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	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	Oakley Recreational Association
	Newsletter
	£432.00

	Pinchmill interiors
	Newsletter
	£40.00

	NLW
	Newsletter
	£108.00

	Bacchus
	Directory
	£100.00

	HMRC
	2016/17 VAT refund
	£3,743.22

	NatWest
	Interest
	£0.43

	
	Total
	£4,423.65

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms May
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions May
	£1,507.58
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses January- March 2017
	£46.07
	1349


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners
	Grass cutting May
	£687.50
	1350

	
	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 11.04.17, 03.05.17. & 31.05.17.
	£252.00
	1351

	
	Kompan Ltd
	Replacing multiplay spiral
	£4,646.40
	1352

	
	Bays Media
	Software, photographs, hosting & managing website 2017/18 
	£1,390.00
	1353

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Local Plan leaflet & summer Newsletter
	£910.00
	1354

	
	Oakley Properties
	RPI on cricket field rent 2017/18
	£19.53
	1355

	
	Sue Ryder St. John's
	Donation of internal audit fee
	£50.00
	1356

	
	Dando
	Summer planting
	£47.99
	1357

	
	
	Total
	£9,710.90
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Internal Audit Report
	

	
	Internal auditor had no matters to bring to Council’s attention.  He had requested that his fee of £50 be donated to St.John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger.  Council thanked Clerk and the internal auditor.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Consideration of an additional grass cut in June
	

	
	Concerns had been raised about the standard of grass cutting and Clerk had notified contractor.  An additional cut would cost £625.00 + VAT for the whole village and next cuts were due 13 & 14.06.17. and then w/c 03.07.17.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that an additional cut be made w/c 26.06.17. and the cut scheduled for w/c 03.07.17. be delayed until w/c 10.07.17. as the Carnival would be held 15.07.17.

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Date of next Council Meeting: 4th July 2017
	


