OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 07.03.17.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th March 2017 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J. Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Cllr. Jones noted that debris from trees was scattered across the small greens in Ruffs Furze.  The trees were also very tall and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to reduce trees and remove debris
Cllr. Nicholas reported that hedges were overgrowing the footway in Grenidge Way and Clerk to ask residents to cut back.
Cllr. Olney was concerned about the Station Road hedge overhanging the footway and Clerk to ask hedge contractor to trim.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  P White (illness)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  

	
	Cllr. Olney for item 15b) as a neighbour.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 10th January 2017:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Bedford BC had carried out work to the Burleigh Place kerb but vehicles were still able to drive over it and Clerk had requested the Borough to revisit.  Footway was still flooding at the Post Office and Clerk had asked Bedford BC to investigate again.  Poor repairs to potholes and knocked over bollard on the Lovell Road/Station Road junction and blocked drain in Church Lane had been reported.  Fallen tree in Ruffs Furze/Dewlands alleyway & overhanging branches in Pavenham Road had been reported to the Tree Team.  
	

	
	Advertising board in Parsonage Close – Clerk had reported to Planning Enforcement & Highways and board had been removed.
	

	
	Allotment elms – dead trees had been removed from hedge.
	

	
	Lincroft Bedfordia Cross Country – School had thanked Chair & Mr. Taylor for helping to marshal the event.
	

	
	Speed cameras – 532 notices of intended prosecution were issued in December.  Awaiting January & February data         
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 10th January 2017: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:-
	Action

	
	Mr. Burt MP’s meeting with Parishes 04.02.17.
	

	
	Cllrs. Frampton & Jones reported that it was an interesting and informative meeting with three main subjects the Local Plan/Housing White Paper, transport & health discussed.

Planning - concerns were raised that the effect of planning decisions on traffic and infrastructure were not being taken into account.  Water supplies and the gaseous emission from overloaded sewers were not even considered.  More thoughtful allocation of section 106 monies was also needed.  
Transport - it was suggested that there should be a refund from the fines from speed cameras and especially average speed cameras, to recover the initial cost of the installation.  Parking allocations for new developments were out of date, modern homes had several cars and there needed to be more space allocated per house for parking.  Speed watch could help monitor 20 mph zones and the police were following up reported vehicles.

Health – a private organisation, Circle, had been engaged by the Clinical Commissioning Group to deal with musculoskeletal problems.  Each case was assessed by a physiotherapist employed by Circle which might be the only clinical input until the patient was seen in person and this might be as much as 18 weeks later.  Instead of seeing a physiotherapist, orthopaedic or neurosurgeon at Luton or Bedford the clinician may be based at a distant private hospital presumably associated with Circle.  The result was to delay the process with some patients either recovering spontaneously or seeking private care.  Cllr. Frampton suggested that this was a money-saving scheme which resulted in a reduction, not an improvement, in choice.  

Cllr. Olney noted that concerns that the Sustainability & Transformation Plan (STP) Group did not want to continue with Bedford Hospital were being pursued by Bedford BC.  Consultations were being held by the STP and it was hoped that more information would be available at those meetings.
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	b) Bedford BC – Network Meeting 09.02.17.
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom reported that transport was the main issue discussed.  BRCC made a presentation on community transport and the new bus pass scheme was discussed. BRCC was also supporting Neighbourhood Planning and had received a £1.6 million Lottery grant for green infrastructure on the Greensand Ridge.  Highways had advised that walking maps were available at http://bedford.communityinsight.org
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	meeting with Parishes 30.03.17.
	

	
	Police had arranged meetings with parishes to explain the method to be used to decide upon local priorities and the role of councils.  Chair to attend
	PP

	
	
	

	
	There were no reported crimes in January and 2 in February, a burglary in a dwelling in Lovell Road and a dangerous dog incident in Church Lane.
	


	  9.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Contractor had confirmed that four signs with coloured, layered drawings and oak leaves logos would cost £1,802 + £112.50 for artwork and £60 to fit.
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that contractor should fit signs and quotation for £1974.50 be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Youth Club:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Fardon reported that the future of the Youth Club looked positive.  A new, enthusiastic & well qualified leader from the village, whom parents knew, had been appointed and also a new assistant.  The reduction in the age range was working well and 32 young people had attended the last two weeks.  Lincroft School had offered to continue to promote and the Club had been advertised in the latest Newsletter.  Council thanked Cllr. Fardon for her efforts to keep the Youth Club running. 
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Speed Watch Scheme:
	Action

	
	Chair noted that Council had discussed previously and decided not to pursue.  However, residents were still concerned about speeding in Highfield Road, the High Street and Reynes Drive.  Given that the village had speed cameras the police would be concentrating their efforts on areas worse affected.  Therefore, he suggested that the village be given the opportunity to set up a scheme.  Around 10 volunteers would be needed (5 teams of 2) and would be trained by the police.  There was a rota for borrowing the equipment and speeds and car registrations would be recorded.   The police would send two warning letters and pursue on the third offence.  There was some concern that speeding was prevalent late at night/early morning when volunteers might not want to operate but Council agreed to include on the agenda for the Annual Meeting.  Chair to ask police to make a presentation.  Cllr. Nicholas volunteered to take part in the scheme. 
	Clerk

PP

	
	
	

	12.
	New Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	Kompan had quoted £2,886 for a new spiral pole for the multiplay excluding fitting and repair to the wetpour.
Clerk had requested a quotation for fitting and repairing the wetpour and Council agreed to wait until this was received.
	Clerk

	
	Two residents had made suggestions for new play equipment on the Green.  One had requested a bigger slide, a zip wire & large shared swings, the other wooden play equipment, similar to that at Harrold Country Park, a climbing wall/obstacle course and a skate ramp.  Clerk had met with play equipment companies and tabled a scheme from one.  Awaiting schemes from two more.  One had sent a brochure & price list.  Clerk had requested schemes be available for the Annual Meeting on 04.04.17. and to take in to Oakley Primary and Pre-School before the Annual Meeting if received in time.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) HGVs in Highfield Road/Pavenham Road
	

	
	Clerk had requested measures to resolve the issue of HGVS at the Highfield Road/Pavenham Road crossroads and in Pavenham Road.  Bedford BC had advised that they would not impose a weight restriction as it is likely that HGVs were serving local businesses & would therefore be exempt from any restriction.  Council agreed that Clerk to ask Bedford BC for national and local standards for roads.  Cllr. Sansom reported that the Stafford Doors site was expanding and Clerk to ask Bedford BC Planning for information on size of vehicles and numbers of movements.  Cllr. Saunders noted that if the Pax Hill site reverted to a 4,000 tonne grain store, for which it had permission, it would require many HGV movements to fill and empty.
	Clerk
Clerk
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	b) new dog/litter bin in Lovell Road
	

	
	Dustbin men were observed having difficulty in emptying the overflowing bin on Lovell Road and Cllr. White had suggested an additional bin.  Clerk noted that Bedford BC would need to assess and approve any new site before agreeing to empty a new bin.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC for permission to site a new litter bin in Lovell Road between the mini roundabout and Lovell Homes.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) request for yellow lines at Farsands
	

	
	Resident was concerned about inconsiderate parking at the junction of Farsands and Reynes Drive since the introduction of double yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street.  Parked cars were obscuring the view of motorists turning right and the problem was exacerbated by drivers speeding along Reynes Drive.  As a result, there had been several near misses and resident had requested double yellow lines at the junction to improve the safety of the residents of Farsands.  Council agreed not to pursue as there was not a major safety issue at the junction.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) temporary closure of Lovell Road 10 – 12.04.17.
	

	
	Lovell Road to be closed between 8.00am & 5.00pm at junction with Church Lane from 10 – 12.04.17.   Closure had been advertised on the website.
	

	
	
	

	
	e) closure of Stafford Bridge 03.07.17. – 29.09.17.
	

	
	Bedford BC was intending to close Stafford Bridge & footway from 03.07.17. – 29.09.17. for deck reconstruction/refurbishment work.  Emergency services would not be able to go through the closure.  Closure had been advertised on the website.
	

	
	
	

	
	f) replacement seat at High Street/Church Lane
	

	
	Seat was in a very poor state & Clerk tabled options for a replacement.  Clerk noted that a timber effect, recycled plastic seat would cost £522.45 + VAT, a hard wood seat around £295.  Monies remained in the contingency fund and proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that a replacement seat be purchased at a cost of £522.45     

Resolved
Cllr. Saunders volunteered to remove existing seat and Council thanked him.
	Clerk

RS

	
	
	

	14.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Council Tax would increase by 4.75% in 2017/18 with 3% allocated to social care.  The Local Plan 2035 would be issued for consultation in April (see item 16b).  When considering sites Bedford BC was focusing on economic issues rather than transport access and Council needed to consider that Oakley was on the urban fringe when responding to the consultation.  Street lights were currently being replaced with LED lights and these could be adjusted remotely from Borough Hall.  Some lights were faulty and UK Power Networks would need to repair.  There were concerns that some lights were not sufficiently bright as wattage levels were not uniform throughout the village but Council agreed to wait until the new lights had been in place for a period of time before requesting any changes.  Light near no. 7 Lincroft was not turning off at midnight and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to repair.
	Clerk


	15.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 10th January 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 16/03390/TPO – prune beech, oak, elm & sycamore at Mullion, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.01.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 16/03665/FUL – 2 storey & first floor extensions to form 2 
storey dwelling at The Laurels, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the proposed extension would be out of character & proportion to surrounding dwellings.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 22.02.17. on the grounds that the proposal would harm the amenity of the neighbour at Spinney Bungalow.


	
	Application No.
	c)17/00066/FUL – single storey rear/side extension at 76 Grenidge Way

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 02.03.17.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 17/00143/FUL – 2 storey rear extension at 12 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 03.03.17.
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	Applications received since last Council meeting – 10th January 2017
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 16/03665/FUL – 2 storey & first floor extensions to form 2 
storey dwelling at The Laurels, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the proposed extension would be out of character & proportion to surrounding dwellings.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 16/03652/FUL amended – 2 storey side& single storey rear extensions at 41 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the proposed modern windows and cedar cladding do not match the rest of the property & others in the row of houses.  Although not listed these are important historic buildings & any extensions should be in keeping with the style of the whole row.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c)17/00066/FUL – single storey rear/side extension at 76 Grenidge Way

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 17/00112/COU – change of use from B2 to sui generis (dog day care centre) at Willow Vale

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that:-
1.  Willow Vale is the wrong location for this type of business.   There are 2 dwellings in close proximity and the site is adjacent to the Linch Furlong nature area and the community allotments both developed as tranquil areas.  A B1 business would be more suitable for this site.                                                                                                                                                                                   2. Noise will be a problem for neighbours, Linch Furlong and the community allotments.  A footpath runs along the river adjacent to Linch Furlong and the Willow Vale site and walkers using the path will inevitably cause the dogs to bark.
3. The access is along a single width, unmade track which is unsuitable for regular, daily movements of vehicles to and from the site.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 17/00143/FUL – 2 storey rear extension at 12 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 17/00191/FUL – single storey front/side extension at 24 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the proposed extension would be very close to the boundary & therefore make the east side of the neighbouring house very dark.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 17/00347/FUL – new ground floor & first floor extensions 
 to create 2 storey dwelling at 76 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the emerging NDP supported the retention of bungalows

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	h) 17/00465/TPO – trim 3 trees & remove ivy from 1 tree at St. Mary’s Cottage, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	i) 16/03490/S73A – retrospective change of use from grain store to storage & distribution at Pax Hill, Pavenham

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that
1.  the site is unsuitable for warehousing & distribution because of the narrow rural roads that HGVs must use to access the premises.
2. HGVs are unable to negotiate the junction of Highfield Road/Pavenham Road without 
mounting the pavement putting at risk the young people and parents & children walking to and from the schools & Pre-School.  Pavenham Road has 50+ dwellings and there are therefore a large number of young people & children walking to and from schools/Pre-School.                                                                         
3. Council accepts that some HGV movements are necessary to access farms and homes but the increase in numbers from warehouse sites such as Pax Hill in rural villages is dangerous and unsustainable.                                                                                
4. Warehousing & distribution sites should be located on business parks with close and safe access to major routes.


	
	j) new Bedford BC format for planning responses
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned that the new planning response system made it difficult to support an application but with conditions e.g. supporting the principle of an extension provided it was in keeping with surrounding properties.  Clerk to request clarification from Bedford BC.  Cllr. Olney was concerned that permitted development rights were causing problems for neighbours.  Cllr. Sansom noted that CPRE had expressed concern about the conversion of barns and offices to houses under permitted development.  Government had introduced the scheme to reduce red tape and encourage building and comments were not sought from parishes.  Clerk to notify planning group of permitted development applications.
	Clerk

Clerk
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	16.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) exhibition 29.01.17.
	

	
	Responses were received from 105 residents who were generally supportive of the policies.  NDP Group was revising policies in response to the comments and the consultant would then review the policies again.  Cllr. Olney thanked NDP and Council members for their help with the exhibition and the Clerk for preparing the posters and maps.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC Local Plan consultation
	

	
	Local Plan 2035 to be issued in April for consultation.  Cllr. Olney noted that business policies were not currently included in the Local Plan draft and that one or possibly two new large settlements were being considered.  Plan proposed 500 houses for large Group 1 villages, 25 – 50 for Group 2, including Oakley and no specification for Groups 3 & 4.  Three of the four sites for new settlements were adjacent to the A6 therefore traffic would be a major issue and NDP Group and Council would need to consider in their responses.  Bedford BC had recognised the importance of Neighbourhood Plans in the Local Plan but if an NDP was not adopted the Borough would decide on sites and judge future planning applications against the Local Plan.  NDP Group would need to discuss with neighbouring villages the sites they intended to select to assess the impact on Oakley.
	


	17.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) for dog control
	

	
	Bedford BC had requested new sites for PSPOs for dog control.  Sites had to be fenced and complaints about dogs/support from residents would be required.  Council had no areas to put forward.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC - topics for Consideration by Overview & Scrutiny Committees
	

	
	Wootton PC had asked for support for their request that the Committees investigate traffic management in the whole Borough area and the effect of planning decisions on local communities in view of the ongoing and proposed development in many areas.  Council agreed to support Wootton’s request and also ask the Committees to consider how Bedford Hospital and social care providers could work together effectively.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Mind BLMK – Wellbeing for Later Life Project
	

	
	Mind BLMK was running projects to support the wellbeing of those who are 55 years and over in the Bedford Borough area (sessions covering bereavement, confidence etc. & peer support groups) and had asked parishes if they were interested in pursuing in their local area.  Clerk to ask if they would be interesting in visiting the Day Centre.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Air Ambulance – request for sites for clothing banks
	

	
	East Anglian Air Ambulance was seeking sites for clothing banks.  Salvation Army would be responsible for emptying and money raised will be split evenly between the two charities.  There was already a clothing bank at the Bedford Arms but Council agreed to forward to the Oakley Recreational Association as the Air Ambulance was one of the charities they supported.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Grant Applications:
	

	
	Autism Bedford had requested £200 towards the cost of the Loads Of Autistic Fun project which provided social activity & family support for children with autism up to age 12 (including those with learning difficulties), their siblings and parents/carers.  Total cost of the project was £19, 515 p.a. and the balance would be obtained from grants & requests to other parish councils.  £11,200 had been secured & £8,315 remained to find.  Expenditure in 2015/16 was £148,552 and balance at 31.03.16. was £87,856.  Six individuals/families were Oakley residents (1% of total)

Clerk noted that sufficient funds remained in the grants budget and proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that £200 be granted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 28th February 2017
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 28.02.17.
	£27,187.74

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 28.02.17.
	£47,159.98

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£141,973.46
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	Received since last meeting: 
	
	

	Dawkins
	Newsletter advertising
	£72.00

	Cooper
	Allotment rent
	£18.32

	Almond Garage Doors
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	EMC Designs
	Directory
	£25.00

	Oakley W.I.
	Directory
	£12.50

	Oakley Angels
	Directory
	£25.00

	Youth Club
	Directory
	£25.00

	Methodist Church
	Directory
	£50.00

	Tang Soo Do
	Directory
	£25.00

	Pilgrims Oakley
	Directory
	£12.50

	Lightfoot
	Directory
	£50.00

	Old Road Securites
	Directory
	£745.00

	Barton Petroleum
	Directory
	£50.00

	ORA
	Directory
	£25.00

	Power Acadamy of Dance
	Directory
	£25.00

	Barnwell
	Directory
	£12.50

	Oakley Motorcycle Club
	Directory
	£12.50

	Kaye
	Directory
	£25.00

	V C Property 
	Directory
	£50.00

	Wenham
	Directory
	£25.00

	Woodworth
	Directory
	£25.00

	Priory Medical
	Directory
	£50.00

	JAP Sound
	Directory
	£50.00

	L J Saunders
	Directory
	£25.00

	Almond Garage Doors
	Directory
	£50.00

	Thin
	Directory
	£25.00

	Whites Engineering
	Directory
	£50.00

	Whites Engineering
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	Bedford BC
	Bottle Bank glass
	£328.76

	NatWest
	Interest
	£0.77

	
	Total
	£2,105.85

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms January & February
	£307.66
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions January & February
	£2,858.28
	d/d

	
	Clerk
	Expenses October - December 
	£118.20
	1326


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners
	Grass cutting January & February
	£1,287.00
	1327

	
	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 04.01.17. & 06.02.17.
	£168.00
	1328

	
	Heritage Arboriculture
	Removing dead trees from allotment hedge
	£216.00
	1329

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Directory & NDP Exhibition posters & forms
	£1,051.00
	1330

	
	Information Commissioner 
	Data Protection renewal
	£35.00
	1331

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room hire 27.02.17. & 07.03.17. @£6 p/h
	£30.00
	1332

	
	
	Total
	£6,071.14
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Review of bus shelter cleaner & litter picker wages
	

	
	Living wage would be increased to £7.50 p/h w.e.f. 01.04.17. therefore litter picker’s salary would need to be increased.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr.Frampton that salary be increased to £7.50 p/h i.e. £289.30 per month for April to October and £264.00 per month for November to March 

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Bus shelter cleaning wage was within the living wage but proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that it be increased by 1% to £33.33 per month w.e.f. 01.04.17.

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Date of next Council Meeting: 4th April 2017 – Annual Parish Meeting 
	


